


VoLXXIX 



Council Proceedings 

Official Report 

Bengal Legislative Council 

Twenty-Ninth Session, 1928 

9th to 11th July, 1928 


CALCuftA 

Bengal Secretariat Book I^lepot 
192S 



fuMithtd by tht Btngal SMretiriat look Dtpot, Writart* Buildingt, Caleiitta. 


Agantt in India. 

Jiletirs. S. K- Lahiri & Co., Printers and Booksellers, College Street, CalcutU 
Metars. Thacker, Spink A Co., Calcutta. 


Cuftomara in tha Unitad Kingdom and tba Continant of Europa 
may obtain publioations aitbar diraot from tba High Oommitsionar^ omee 
or through any booli'oallar. 



GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


GOVEENOB OF BENGAL. 

Hit Excellency Lt.-Col. the Right Honl)le Sir Frakcis Staitls? 

'Jackson, p.c., g.c.i.e. 


MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Au Chaudhxtri, KhtQ 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Dhanbari. in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests. 

G. Irrigation. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. Maer, c.i.k., i.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjecU. 

4. Marine. 

5. European Education. 


The Hon’ble Sir Namni Ra.njas Chatahji, Kt., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquiaition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

6. I.iegislative. 
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OOVEBNMENT OF BENGAL. 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. E, Peentice, c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the 
following portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilg^mage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. JmdioksL 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, Kt., c.i.e., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. liocal Self-Government. 

2. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

3. Public Works. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur, in charge 
of the following portfolios: — 

1. Education (excluding European Education). 

2. Excise. 

3. Registration. 



OOVERNMEFT OF BENGAL. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATITE 
COUNCIL, 


President. 

The Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray CnAUDurRi, of Santoab, 


Deputy President. 

Ehan Bahadur Maulvi Ehaduddin Ahmed, b.l. 


Panel of Chairmen for the Twenty-ninth Seaaion. 

]. Maharaja Shashi Kanta Acharjta CHADDHirmi, of Mokta* 
gachn, Mymensingh. 

2. Dr. Sir Deva Prosad Sarbadhikasi, Kt., o.i.i., c.B.1. 

'■]. Mr. li. Travers, cm.e., o.b.e. 

4. Mr. M. .\siiRAF Au Khan Ciiaddhdbi. 


Secretory to the Council — .T. IUrti.et, i.c.s. 

Assistant Secretaries to the Council — A. M. TTutuhison and E. N. 
M.vjumdar. 


Registrar to the Council — J. W. McEat. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abbott, Mr. E. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association). 

Acbarjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi Kanta, of Muktagr&cha, Mymeti 
singh. (Dacca University.) 

Afzal, Maulvi Syed Mahainud. [Bakarganj West (Muhainniadan).] 
Ahamad, Mauvi Asimuddin. fTipj>era South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. fllangpur West (Muhnmmadnn).] 
•Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. [Hajshahi South 
(Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Allaf. fBogra (Muhammadan).] 

Atiqullah. Mr. Syed Muhammad. fM ymensinph East (Muhamma- 
dan).] 


B 

Bagchi, Babu Homes (/’hundra. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader, n.r.. (Diuajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhnmmadan).] 
Banerjee, Babu Pnjiuotha Nath [Midnapore South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Banerjee, Mr. A. C. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ba.su, Babu Sasi Sekbar. [24-Parpanaft Rural South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Basu, Mr. P. C. [Burdwan South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Biswas, Babu Surendra Nath. [Fnridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Babu Bejoy Ki i.sbna. [Calcutta South (Non-Muharainadan).] 
Bose, Mr. S. C. (Calcutta University.) 

Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

Cassells, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinojpur (Non-Muhamma- 

dan).] 


Deputy President, Bengal Legislative Council. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBERS. 


ChakravartI, Mr. Byomkcs. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Chakrabnrtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Rangpur East (Non>Mnhamma 
dan).] 

Chatarji, the Hon'ble Sir Nalini Ranjan, Kt. (Member, Executive 
Cbiineil.) 

Chatterjee, Srijut Bijay Kumar. [Bankura West (Non-Muhamma^ 
dan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar Rahman. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Nurul Hu<j. [Noakhali East (Muhammadan).] 

Cbaudhuri, Rai Ilarendranath. [24-Parganas Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Dhanbari. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Choudhury, Maulvi Gholam Mawla. [Faridpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Khorshed Alam. [Bakarganj North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Coppinger, Lt.-Col. W. V.. d.s.o., F.u.r.s.i. (Dub.), i.m.s. 

(Nominated Official ) 


D 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central ^Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dash, Mr, A. J, (Nominated Official.) 

Dattn, Babu Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non-Mnhaminadan).] 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. [Ilooghly Munic ipal (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Dey, Mr. O. (},, c.t.k. (Nominated ()ffi<*ial.) 

Dowding ^fr, T. W. (Indian Mining A^Muiation.) 

Drummond, Mr. J. G, (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dutt, Mr. G. S. (Nominated Official.) 


E 

Eddis, Mr. A. McD. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) . 


P 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [Tippera North (Muhammadmi).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
Fyfe, Mr. J. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 
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C 


Qtnguiy, Babu Ehagendra Nath. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muham* 
madan).] 

Ghose, Babu Amarendra Nath. [Mytiiensiugh West (Non-Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Ghose, Mr. M, C. (Nominated Offic ial.) 

Ghosffi Maulik, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Ghnznavi, Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim, Kt. [ \lyinen*«ingh South-West 
t Muhammadan^.] 

Goeiika, Bai Bahadur Badrida?*, < m.k. (Bengal Mnrwnri Asj+oeiation.) 

Gofran, Maulvi Abdul, (Nonkhali West (Muhammadan).] 

Gordon, Mr. A. T). (Indian Tea As'HM'iation.) 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-offic*inl.) 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Dac'ca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 


H 

Habibulla, Nawab Khwaja. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axizul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Himatsingka, Babu IVabhu Doyal. [Calcutta Wc‘st (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S., r.i.K., o ii.k. (Nominated GfHcial.) 

Hocpie, Kazi Kmdadul. [Bangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, the Ilon’ble Nawab Mushairuf, Khan Bahadur. (Minister.) 

[Malda mm Jalpaiguri (Muhammadan).] 

Husain, Maulvi Latafat. (Nominated Non-oflicial.) 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed Muqbul. [(Hiiltagong North 
(Muhammadan),] 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. fMuishidabad (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Huq, Mr. .\. K. Eazbul. [DaM-a East Uural {Muhammadan).! 


I 

Ismail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. [Mymensingh Central 
(Muhammadan).] 


4 

James, Mr. F. E., o.b.s. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
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K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).} 
Easem, Maulvi Ahul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan.)] 
Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali. [Rajshahi North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tainizuddin. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Mr. Razaur Rabinaii. fDa(Ta East Rural (Muhammadan).] 

L 

Lala, Babu Sarocla Kripa. (Chittajjonp: J^andholders.) 

Luke, Mj. N. R. (Indian Jute Mills Assoc iation). 


M 

Macartney, Mr. J. (i. | Dacca and (’bitta^o)n^^ (Euiopeain.] 

Majcuire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Balm Maliendra Nath. [Midnapore South-East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Martin, ]Mr. (). S. (Bengal ( hambcr ot roiimurce.) 

Mazumdar, Rui Bahadur Jadunath, cm.k. [Jessore Nortli (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

McCluskie, Mr. E. T. (x\nglo-Iudian.) 

Miller, Mr. C. (\ (Bengal Chamber of (^>mmerce.) 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder, Kt., c.i.e. (Minister.) 
(Presidency Landholders.) 

Moitra, Srijut Jogendrn Nath. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Morgan, Mr. G., c.i.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukerjea, Srijut Tniaknath. [Hooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mukerji, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

N 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Murshidabad (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [ 24 -Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Naximuddin, Mr. Khwaja, c.i.e. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Nelson, Mr. W. H, (Nominate Ofllcial.) 



ALPHABSnOAL LIST OF MEMBEBS 


II 


F 

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ran] it. [Nadia (Non>Muhammadan).] 

Parrott, Mr. Percy. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajau Sabha.) 

Prentice, the Hon’ble Mr. W. D. 11., c.i.k. (Member, Executive 
Council.) 


R 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur, k.c..s.i. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi AkIzui. [Mymensingh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi Shumsur. [ Khiilua (Muhninmudau). ] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Nominated Non-ofticial.) 

Rahman, Mr, A. F. M. Abdur. [24>Parganas Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Maulvi Syed Abdur. [Jensore North (Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayuu. [Rungpur West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surcndra Nath. |24-Parpanas Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr. Kunnid Sankar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Maharaja Jogindra Nath, of Nator. (Rajshahi Landholders,) 
Ray, Srijut Rmllia (iobinda. f Bankura East (Non-Muhammudan).] 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

•Ray Chaudhuri, the Ilon’ble Raja Maniiiathu Nath, of SunioBh. 

(Dacca Landholders.) 

Reid, Mr. R. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Babu Manmatba Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammodan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandm. f24-Parganas Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Boy, Mr. D. N., Bar.-at-Law. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Eiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan). ] 


Bachse, Mr. F. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Sanyal, Babu Sachindra Narayan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 


PrMideot of tho Bengal LegiiUtive Ocrancil. 
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ALPHABETIGAL LIST OF IfEMBEBS. 


Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Deva Prosad, Kt., c.i.e., c.b.e. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

Sarker, Babu Naliniranjau. [Mymensingb East (Non^Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Barker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sattar, Ehan Sahib Abdus. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Razak Hajee Abdool. [Hooghly cum Howrah 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Mr. Satish Chandra. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen, Srijut Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Shah, Mr. Gholam Hossain. [24-Parganas Municipal (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barraekpoie Municipal (Muhama*- 
dan).] 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. ('Nominated Official.) 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South ('Muhammadan).] 


T 

Thomas. Mr. H. W. (Calcutta Trades A?i^)ciation.) 
Travers, Mr. W. L., c.i.e., o.u.e. [Rajshahi (European).] 


W 


Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Ofllolal Report of tho Twonty-iiinUi Soitioik) 

VOLUME XXtX. 

Oroooi J iiigt of Hit Bongtl Logitittito Goitiiiii MinMii Eniir Hit 
provitiofit of tilt Covtrfimiiit of Indio Aot 

Thk Cowicil met in the Council Chamber in the Town Htll« 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 9th July, 1928, at d p.m. 


ProMfit: 

The Hon’ble the President (Uaja Manmatiia Nath Hat CnAtJnnuRX, 
of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Members of the Executiye 
Council, the two Hnirble Ministers and I2d nominated and elected 
raenibers. 


Oath or Afflmiatiofi. 

The following meinbei> made an oath or affirmation of their alle- 
giance to the Crown : — 

Mr. W. S. Hotkyns, ( m.k., o.m.k. 

Lt.-Col. W. V. CorriNCiKK, n.s.o,, M.n., k.u. c .s.r, iDubj, j.m.s, 

Mr. A. J. I)\sn. 

Mr. H. K. »STAPMCT(m. 

Maulvi Nmun lli:g nnriii. 

Mr. Ranjit Pal Chocdhi ri. 

Mr. A. D. OoRnojr. 

Mr. S. n. Ftkb. 

Mr. O. S. Mahtiit. 

Mr, C. C. Miuj£s. 

Mr. H. W. THtin A». 
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OBITUABY BEFERENCES. 


[&TH July 


Obituary rafaraiiois. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, death has been busy 
in the ranks of members and ex-members of this Council since we last 
met. The <?ountr>' and this Council have to mioum the death of five 
notable gentlemen, namely: — 

The Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Bay Bahadur of Nadia, 
the late I^eader of this House and Vice-President of the Executive 
Council of the Goveniraent of Bengal, Eai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Hooghly, Raja Tankanath Chaudhuri of Malduar, 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Ershad Ali Ehan Chaudhuri of Natov and 
Ehan Bahadur Mahboob Alley of Calcutta. 

The Maharaja Bahadur was a martyr to duty. He died prac- 
tically fighting at his post. He had been in failing health for some 
time past hut despite this he attended to his duties in connection with 
the last Budget of this House. The strain undoubtedly aggravated his 
disease and he had to go on leave. He died at his Calcutta house on 
the 22nd May last in the prime of his life. He was only .‘17 yeans of age. 

He was decorate<l with the title of Maharaja at the Coronation 
Durbar in Delhi in 1911 and the title Maharaja Bahadur was! conferred 
on him in 1917. He was elected as the first non-official Chairman of 
the Nadia District Board in 1920, and in the same year was returned 
as an elected member of this Council fiom the Nadia (Non-Muham- 
mailan) constituency and serv’ed as such during the period 1921-2.‘l. He 
was appointed a member of the Kxe< utive Council in August, 1924. He 
became ^'ice-J*rcsi(lcnt of that ('ouncil vui the 11th (hdoher, 1927. He 
was to have been decoiuted at the last birthday Honours as a Knight 
Commander of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire. 

He belonged to the illustrious Nadia Raj family descending directly 
from Bhattaiiaruyun, one of the five Bnihmans who were brought from 
Kanauj by Adisur, King of Bengal. The names of stdons of the illug- 
trious family are known in every household of Bengal. This illustrious 
family has exareised a large infliience on the cultivation of Sanskrit 
learning and on the politics of the province and the late Maharaja 
Bahadur was a worthy upholder of his family’s noble traditions. 

The late Maharaja Bahadur was always sociable, courteous and 
sympathetic tn all who came in contact with him. We, in this Council, 
had first hand experience of the wonderful charm of his personality. 

We have also to mourn the loss of another tried and faithful son 
of Bengal, Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, who died on 

the 1st May last. I believe he was over 80 years of age at the time of 
his death. He had a very succeseful career at the Hooghly Bar. He 
was a Government Pleader there but he gave that up and entered the 
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Bengal LegislatiTe Council in wkich he serred during 191(>-20 and 1921 
to 192‘1, under the old and new constitution?. He was long connected 
with the Hooghly*Chini<urah Municipality and was its revered Chairman 
for several terms. 

His minute of dissent forms the Minority Report of the Ministerial 
Officers* Salary Committee which was presided over by Mr. M. C. 
McAlpin. The late Rai Bahadur was a kind hearted and courteous 
gentleman but withal an uncompromising foe where the interests of his 
country demanded it. 

In re<*ognitk>n of his public services the title of Rai Bahadur waa 
given him in 1911 and the C. I. E. in lanuarjs 1928. 

I have also to refer to the sad and untimely death of Raja 
Tankanath Chaudhuri of Maldtiar who was a member of this Obuncil 
from the Dinujpur (Non-Muhaminuduii) constituency during 1921-2**1 
and served for many years as member ami Chairman of the Dinajpur 
District Board. Those who were heiv in the first (*oun(‘il under the 
Reforms will remember him us ussidmuiN in l»is duties and as always 
showing the veiy keenest desire to serve the be.st interests of his 
i oiistituency. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Ki‘shud Ali Khan (>haudhur>’ of 
Nutor (Rajshahi) was; a member of tliis (\)uncil during 1921-2*1. He 
died suddenly at the age of 72 years in March last. 

He wa> .an infliiential zamindar l(»ved by the Hindus and Muham- 
niudans alike. His public scrv’ices in connection with the municipality, 
district and local IsjaiaN un<l the Co-operative Department, and the 
goveiaiing b(»(ly of the Haj'-bubi (*olIege arc well known. He served 
foi >ometimc Honorary Magi'-trate and wa< a non-oHicial visitor of 
the Rajshahi Ontral Jail and gave <v>ntributions to the Uajshabi 
District Board towards removing water K<'aicity and for erection of 
charitahle ilispensuries. 

His only son Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri is our cfdleague 
in this rs)uncil and he has our deepest sympathy in his sud hms. 

Khan Bahadur S. Mahboob Alley died on the 29th June last. 
He w'as a nieiul>er of this roun<*ii fitjm the 27th April 1921 to 192*1 and 
again fn>ra 1924 to 192G. He was a Commissioner of the Maniktala 
Municipality for over ten years and afterwards when that Municipal 
area was included in the urea of the Corp^iration of Calcutta he sat on 
the latter body for a time. He served as an Honorary Magistrate and 
was a member of many important committees and public iMidies', such 
us, the Donald Committee, the Estates and Succewon Duties Committ^fe,. 
the Howrah Bridge Bill Committee, the Committee on Public Accounts, 
the Board of Control for Apprenticeship Training, the Bengal Board of 
Censors, the Committee of the Indian Terriborial Force, the Board of 
Haj Pilgrims, the Board of Visitors of the Preridency Jail, the Board 
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PANEL OF CHAIRMEN. 


[9th JlTLt 


of the House of Detention and the Committee of the Campbell Hospital. 
As a reoofi^ition of hin public services the title of Khan Bahadur was 
conferred on him in the year 1925. He made himself loved and respected 
by all with whom he came into contact by reason of his efincerity and 
earnestness and the sobriety and moderation which he brought to bear 
in the consideration of public questions. 

With your permission, gentlemen, I propose to convey the condolence 
of the House to the bereaved families. 1 now request you, gentlemen, 
to ^ow your respect to the memor>' -of the deceased gentlemen by kindly 
rising in yo«r places. 

(The members then rose in their seats.) 

Mf. PMtlOiilTt Thank you, gentiMnen. The Sorretury will 
pleufN) tak« th« unual action. 


Point of order. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sir, I sent a notice for 
the adjouiTinient of the hu«»iness of thi.s House for the purjxwe of 
discussing a definite matter of urgent puhlic importance, namely, the 
serious situation that has arisen by reason of the inadequacy of the 
steps taken b> (loveTiiment to meet ^le famine conditions now prevailing 
in some parts of Bengal. 

Mfo PRESIDENT: Order, Order. I shall first form the panel of 
(njuirineii and then you mav laise the point. 

*{-15 p.in. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In accordance with the provisions of Rule of 
the Bengal liegislative (Vuncil Rules, 1920. T nominate the following 
members of the Couiieil to foim a panel of four Chuinnen for the ensuing 
wession : — 

(1) Maharaja SH.\sni Kant.\ AcnARjTA OnAVDHrRi, of Muktagacha, 

M>Tnen.singh, 

(2) Dr. Sir Dkva Pwosah SARnAOHiKARi, kt., c.i.e., c.b.e. 

(3) Mr. W. L. Trwers, c4.e.. o.bje. 

(4) Mr. M. Ashhaf Au Kh.\n CHArDHURi. 

ITfilttifi otherwise erraaged, the neator member among them present in 
the above order named will pmide over the deliberations of the Council 
in my absence and hi the absence of the Deputy President. 
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Mirtiofi for ofijourfiiiiofit of tho businots of tho Homo. 

. ifijut BWAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sir. I sent a notice for the 
adjournment of the business of this House for the purpose of diseussinjf 
a definite matter of urf^ent }>ub]i(‘ iinportunee, namely the serious situa* 
lion that has arisen by reason of the inadecpuuy of the steps taken by 
Government to meet the famine conditions now prevailing in some parN 
of Bengal. I want your deci>ion on the subject. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you have already been informed that I 
have withheld my consent. 


Df. PRAMATHANATH BANERiiEA: On u point of information, 
Sii‘. Is it your ruling that there may be anything else inoie importaitt 
and more urgent than the saving of human lifeP 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That ((uestion does not arise. I rule you out of 
order, Dr. Banerjea. 


Rii HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Are we not entitled to 
know the reasons for which the motion was disallowed? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think the reasons are in my written order. 

1 * 

Srijut BUAY KUMAR CHATTER4EE: No order has been commu. 
nicated to us — to me, at least. 


Mr. PRISIDSNT: I am very sorry that the order has not yet been 
comlnuiiTcitad to you. Probably you gave this ncKice at the last moment. 
In fact, when 1 came in 1 found the file on my table, and I (lassed on it 
my orders, then and there. 

This famine is a matter of slow growth ; it has not occurred all of a 
sudden, and I think the urgency of the matter at the present moment 
has not been proved to 1113 ' satisfaction. The materials before me do not 
justify my upsetting the ordinary business of the House. 


2 
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MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


[9th JriT 


Maulwi ABUL KA8EIIS On a point of order, Sir, when may we have 
an opportunity of discusning the important question raised in the mo- 
tion proiM)8ed by my friend. I submit that the situation is a very 
serious one, and deserves a discussion in this House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That may be your opinion, but in my opinion 
you have yet to prove that the matter is so very urgent at the moment as to 
justify my upsetting the settled programme of the House. 


Babu JITENORALAL BANNER JEE: Will you reconsider your 
decision if facts relating to the circumstances were brought to your 
notice to justify its being placed before the Council? 


Mr. PRESIDENT. I think the hon’ble member knows my attitude; 
he has been to my Chamber and I have told him what my views are. 


Srijut BlilAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: On a point of order, Sir, 
there was no sitting of the Council before this, and we did not have 
any of>portunity of discussing this matter earlier. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have taken into consideration all the materials 
placed before me and so far as my tq>inion goes, I should be given more 
materials and definite informations before I can think of susj)ending the 
ordinary business of the Council to make way for your motion. 


Dr. BIDMAN CHANDRA ROY: On a point of order, Sir. So far 
as 1 understood, ytmr ruling was that because the famine was of slow 
growth, but the (juestion raised by Mr. Chatter jee was with regard to 
the steps taken by Government to meet the situation. Don’t you think 
the matter is of sufficient public interest to warrant discussion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I may inform you that some members of your 
party have been to my Chamber and the matter was discussed with them 
thoroughly. 1 was able to convince them that the materials which hava 
been placed l)efore me were insufficient. 
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Starred Quattiont 
(to whieli oral aittwtrs woro glvonX 

PariiiiU to cut fuel and golopata in tlia Sundorlians Foroat Divialon, 

•1. Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: {a) Will ihe Hoi^bla 
Member in rharjre of the Depurtiiient of Revenue (Forentt^) Im* pleuKed 
to state how many, if any, new fuel eou|>e and gohpata c-oupe have l»een 
opened durinff the last deeade in the Sunderbans FoiTst Division V 
{h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the existing* <^itpply i» 
inadequate y 

(r) Will the Hon’ble MemWr be pleased to state the total amount 
of fines realised from alleged delinquents who have Wen unable to 
gather their fuels and t/olrfxita within the period covered by their res- 
fiective licenses in 


MEMBER in ctiarga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (FORESTS) 
(tha Hon*bla Nawali Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Baha- 
dufi of Dhanbari): (/n I'undiasers are allowed to cut fuel and golepafa 
over the whole area of the Sumlerbans forests; the are not restricted to a 
coupe. 

(h) Yes: the demand for fuel and ffoh'fMta has Wen greater than 
the supply during the last five years. 

(r) No fine is realised from purchasers who cannot gather their 
fuel and golejmta within the period covered by their pennits. Hut 
time-expir>’ fees amounting to Rs. 4,o81 were nnilised iii 1920-27 from 
holders of pennits who continued to ccdlect fuel and yolepata after 
their permits had expired. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
jdeased to state whether the excess enhuTiced fees w^ere realised in the 
nature of a fine, or a penalty, or what? 

Tho HofiTilo Nawnb Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIi 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: As time-expii^ fees. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the HonTde Member be 
pleased to state whether the persons from whom these fees were collected 
were allowed to collect the golepata and fuel at the expiry of the time 
limit, or whether they were confiscated to Government? 



•V 


^ V' K7. 


j.jn. V V*** 


Tht Hon'bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYIO NAWAB ALI 
CHAUOHURif Khan Bahadur, uf Dhanbari: I want freah notice. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Fium bow many peraons 
were theae feea collected ? 


Tha Honlila Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 
CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I cannot possibly say 
oft hand. 


Application of loan for rural urater-aupply by the District Board 
of Khulna. 

*2. Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: {a) Will the Honble 
Minister in charjre of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the District Board of Khulna 
applied for a loan of Rs. to Government for the relief of water 

scarcity in the district? 

(/>) Has the loan been grunted? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (tha Hon’bla Sir Provaah Chundar Mittar): ia) and 

{h) Provisifin for a loan of Rs. d0,0(M) for rural water-supply in the 
IKhulna district was made in the budjfet of 1927-28, and the money 
w'as drawn by the district board on 2nd February, 1928. In July, 1927, 
the Commissioner rejmrted that the district board want a further loan 
of Rs. 30, (KK) for the same object to be included in the budget of 
1928-29. He was asked to obtain a formal application with details 
of the work to be undertaken. The formal application did not reach 
the Commissioner until September, and as details had not l>een fur- 
nished, he did not forward it to Government then. The Commissioner 
has since submitted the formal application. It will be considered 
along w’ith applii^ations fit)m other district boards submitted in res- 
ponse to the cireular issued by Government regarding the adoption of 
a loans policy for rural water-supply. If possible, the loan will be 
granted during the current year. 


SHJut NACENDRA NATH SEN: When waa the formal application 
sent by thd Commissioner to the Government P 


Tilt Hon^lt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Last May, 
(ar as I remember. 
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SHJilt NACENORA NATH SEN* 1 want inforiuation aa to tkt 
latest date by which applications by district boards for loans should 
rea<di t^overnment so as to enable them to l>e included in the budp^t. 


TIM Hofi’SIf Sir PROVASH OHUNDER MITTERs The 15th of 
August at the latest; it is better for them to reach earlier. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURIt Is it not a fact that new 
pro|H)sals in the nature of supplementary demands are not submitted 
before the loth August? 

Tha HonMtile Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: 1 cannot under- 
stand the implication of the <|uestion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Sit Pi •ovash, you must either answer the (}uestion 
or decline to do so; I cannot permit any discussion on the point. Do 
you decline to answ'er? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I do not decline 
to answer the (luesticui, but I do not understami the implication of the 
ijuestion. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: May I explain? It is a 
iiile ot the Finance Department that piojMHuls in the nature of new 
pr'ipo-als should be c(tmniunica(ed to them liefore the I5th August, 
whether it is a new pioposul or in the nature of a sujiplenientary 
demand. My (|uestion is that since the loan was. granted to the 
Khulna District Board, the further application by the district board 
for a further loan was in the nature of a Huppleiiientary demand, and 
it cannot l>e insisted upon that this propohul should be submitted before 
the 15th August. 

Tht Hofi*bt« Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The original 
loan for R«. •tt),(KK) was granted; there was a request for another loan, 
but that did not reach the (‘ommishioner liefore Keptember. The two 
things are separ'ate. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: What businemi bad the 
Commissioner to withhold the application? 

Hit HonTMt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The answer 
already given is self-exp}aDator^^ The Commissioner did not send it 
up, be<‘ause he wanted further details. 
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3-30 p.m. 

Rai HAREHDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon Me Minister 
.be pleased To state when the application reached the Commissioner? 

The HOfi’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: If the hon ble 

member wants the information I shall obtain it. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to the last line of his reply, “ it j)ossible 
the loan will be planted in the current yeai,” oik what does the possibil- 
ity or otherwise depend? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: That depends 
on the loan budget. 


Restrictions on certain reloased detenus. 

*3. Babu PRABHU DOYAL HIMAT8INCKA: (u) Will the 
Hon’bh* MemlH*r in charge of the Political Department l)e pleased to 
fttatk* whether Srijuts Jatindra Nath Bhattacharjya, Panchanan Chakra- 
bartti, Kiran Chandra De and Kaliprosad Bamojee, who were released 
under certain restrictions, have been served with fresh orders of further 
restrictions? 

{h) If so, what is the leason for such a procedure? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): («) Yes. They are re([uired to notify their 
movements to the jiolice, if they absent themselves for more than 48 
houis from their places of i-esideiice. 

{h) Ex|K'rience showed that the form of order previously in use 
was defective: it was therefoie revised and the new form was issued 
to these nnuvug other detenus 


Prc^iosal to acquire lands for the remosal of Irrigation hoadquartors 
from Gadghat to Ghatat. 

M. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Iirigatiim l>e pleased to ^tate whether 
it is in the contemplation of the (Government to remove the Irrigation 
Department offices and the quarters for the officers concerned from 
Gadghat to the town of Ghatal? 



QlFESTIUi^S. 






(6) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*hle 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government 
propose to acijiiire for the [>urj»ose homestead lands near the post office? 

• (c) Is it a fact that the said lands are dehutter properties on which, 

stand the ll;imkrishna iSeva Asram. several temples of Hindu g^ids 
and a numl)er of ancestral dwellin^*houses Monging mostly to the 
Sebait Brahmins wh(» have to worship these gods every day? 

(d) Is the Hon’lde Meinl)er aware that a feeling of discontent 
prevails among the Hindn |>opulati4»u in regard to the pro|)Ojied aequisi* 
tion of the said lands and that the inhabitaiAs of the subdiviHiou have 
submitted a mennnial t(» the Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
pretexting against tlic at «iuisititoi id tlu* said lands y 

(e) Is the Hon’hle Memiter aware that the Government are already 
in ixtsseHsidii of two plotx ot land which are lying unusetl as the s<’hemo 
of building an annexe to the Munsif’s ('ourt aiul his qujirters has n(>w 
been alwndone<iy 

it) Ale the Governmefd cmiHideiing tin' dexirabilit\ of luiilding 
the said Irrigation oftii'es and quarters either on the jdots of land 
already ac<|uiied by (ro\(*inment as stated in (c) t»r on either of the 
tW{j plots of land, rn,, one in the vicinity of the municipal tank <‘alled 
the Hiowdliurs 1‘ukui and the Jilher in the neighbourhood of the 
Sul>-Kegistrai’s office to the south of it? 


MEMBER in chargt of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
HonHile Nawab Bahadur Satyid Nawab Ali Cbaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
of Dhanbari)* u/> Govemment have decided not t(» proceed willi the 
pr(»ject tor the removal oi the heud({uuitet<« of the (fiidgliat subdi\isi(»n 
to (ihutal. 

{If) to \f) I)<i iu>t ari^e. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: The b.^t answer given by the 
Hon’ble Nawali Bahadur is supposed to l»e included in tin* i>rint'(l 
<jue-ti'>ii papei. I find, h<»we\ei, that it has been , scored thnmgh. 

Tho Hon’blo Nawab Bahadur 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The answer has since been <‘oi reefed. 


Baral river. 

«S. Brijul dOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) U the Hon ble 

Meml)er in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that a largely 
signed memorial has l>een sent to the Governttr in ( Vmncil by persona 
residing in villages on both the sides ot the river Baral in the districts 
of Rajahahi and Pabna praying for taking early steps to improve the 
condition of the river? 
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(h) Has attention of the Hon’ble Member been drawn to iJio 
joint inspection report submitted by the Directors of Public Health 
and Agriculture laying great stress on the desirability of such a 
measure ? 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, the Government propose to take in the matter? 

Tht Haii^Me NaMb Batimfiif SAI YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadufi of Ohanbarh ia) Yes. 

ih) Yes. 

(c) The matter is under investigation, and till the investigation is 
complete, it is not i>ossible to say what steps, if any, will be taken. 

•rijut JOGENDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the TTon ble Membei be 
pleased to state when the investigation is likely to \w completed? 

The Hon*bli Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: It is not possible to say. 


Lioonso foes for fuel, golopata and other woods. 

*6. Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (n) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
her in charge of the Department of Revenue (Forests) be pleased to 
state whether the license fees for fuel and other woods and fjolepala 
have been increased? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement sh<»wing the increase during the last 20 years, and the 
reasons therefor? 

Tho Hon’blo Nawab Bahadur SAI YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahidnri of Dhanbari: tfi) Yes. 

(b) The rates vary in different Forest Divisions and even in differ- 
ent areas within the same division, and also according to various 
kinds of wood and of the different classes of each kind of wood. Gov- 
ernment do not consider that the advaut-age of compiling and printing 
a statement of these numerous rates and their variations during the 
last 20 years would be commensurate with the labour and expense 
involved. The variations during this period have been in some cases 
as small as 10 per cent, and in some cases as high as double. The 
reasons for increases have been the higher market value of the wood, 
and the limited supply of a species {e.g., Tuni and Walnut) which it is 
difficult to regenerate or mature. 
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Sfijilt NACENDRA NATH SEN* Will the Hon’ble Member bo 
pleased to state if the increases are confined to cases stateil, rit., the 
higher market value of the wood and the liuiitetl supply of a species? 


The Hen’ble Nawrab lahadur SAIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanhari: As far as I know it is so. 


Ral HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble Member 
I>e pleased to state who fixes the rates of a particular forest division? 


The Honlbla Nawab Bahadur SAIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI. 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanhari: The Conservator of Forests. 


Detenu lata Srijut Ranjil Kumar Banarjat. 

^7. Babu PRABHU DOYAL HIMAT8INCKA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Mernlei in chjn^ro ot the Politiml Department be pleased to 
state — 

(/) the date of anest nt Srijut Kanjit Kumar Banerjee; 

(//) when he was domiciled in a villafjre; 

(///) whether he was served with un order not to enter or remain 
in any area of Beniral except the district of Mursbidalmd; 
and 

(ir) if so, on what date the said order was served? 

(h) Is it a fact that he was suffering from abilominal complaint 
during internment or at the time of serving «»n him the order to remain 
within the Murshidabud district? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Mernhei aware that Srijut Ranjit Kumar Banerjee 
died on the 28th April, 1928, due to some abd(»miniil com{>laini? 

(fl) Is it a fact that Babu Ranjit Kumar Banerjee was under the 
operation of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925, at the 
time of his death? 

ie) If so, what steps did the Government tmke for treatment and 
nursing of Babu Ranjit Kumar Banerjee when his illness bad grown 
serious? 
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Tht Hon’Mo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) (i) 25th October, 192t. 

(it) In April, 1927. 

(Hi) Ych. 

(iv) DcMember 14th, 1927. 

(fj) Government have no information on this subject save that in 
Decemher, 1927, the detenu stated in a letter that he had recently 
suffered from dysentery. 

(c) (fovernment are aware that Babii Hanjlt Kumar Banerjee died 
in Ajuil, Bt2S, hut have no information reg’ardinjf the cause of his 
<leath. 

(V/) Yes, in so tar as he was subject to the restrictions irajmsed by 
section 11 (/) (n), (h) and (c) of the Act. 

(c) N(»ne, as no application for treatment or nursings was made and 
Oovernment were not aware that he was ill. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Will the Ilcnrhie Member be 
pleased to state with reference to (fn if any steps were taken to verity 
the information contained in the letter 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: So tar as I knov^ Govern 
ment had no reason to verify the information. (Toveinmeiit u(‘cepted 
the fact that the detenu recently suffered from dysentery. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Will the llon'ble Member be 
pleased to state with reference to (c) whethei (r(»vfr]iment made any 
impiiriesy 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would ask fm notice I 
have not looked up this p(»iiit. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Was the attention of the Hfm’ble ' 
Member drawn to the reascms stated in the neW'.papers rejraiding the 
death (d this detenu y 

The Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Bebu MANMATHA NATH ROY; Will the Iloirble Member lie 
pleased to state whether, having accepted the statement of the detenu, 
Oovernment did provide for his iieatment? 

The Hon’bte Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The information was that 
be had recently suffered frtun dysenterj% not that he was then suffer- 
ing? 
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Bibli WAMIIATHA NATH ROY: the information oral or in 

irriting? 

Tll0 Honllla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have already said that it 
was a letter. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'hle Member \w 
plea^ied to state what the exact words of the letter wej*e.'' 

The Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 cun not say. 

Mr. il. M. SEN GUPTA: Will the Iloirhle Mcmliei be pleu^sed to 
state in what ('ontext the detenu thou^'ht fit meie!\ to iiitonn (Govern- 
ment that be liad ivct ntly Niiftered from dysenteiyy Was he asking 
for any treatment, or su|i]K»rt. or mone\, or lemoval to a liealthier 
place 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not remember the 
<('ntent> of the letter, but if the nienibe) fji\es notire I will let him 
know. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Huiride Membei be 
plea-cd to state wlmt the cause «d death mentioned in the death 
leLMstei of the burning’ g-hat ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have not looked into it 


Alleged canvassing by Government ofhoers in the Nadia bye-eleotiofi 
to the Bengal Legislative Coimoil. 

*8. Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: Will the lion ble Mend ei 
in cliarge of the Appointment Department l»e pleased ia state — 

(/) whether there is any cin ulai prohibiting (tovernment officers 
canvassing for any candidate in election; and 

(//) whether it is a fact that s(»ine of the (lovernment officials ean- 
vusned for one «if the <'nridi4l»leM in the recent Nudin bye- 
election to the Hengal Legislative f’ouncil? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (/> (Government servants are prohibited 
from canvassing in an election to a legislative Council !»y rule 2*1 (*J) 
of the Gk)vernment Seiwants* Coiiduet Rules. 

(I'O The Government are not aware that this rule has been contra- 
vened by any of its officers as mentioned in the question. 
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Mmi AKHIL CHANbRA DATTA: Will tbe Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if any enquiry has been made into this matter P 

Tha HOffl’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Subse^iuent to this answer 
being sent in we got a reply from the District Magistrate that the 
statement is maliciously false. 

Mr. lUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon^ble Member aware 
that Mr, Hridayranjan Sen had been canvassing? 

TIm Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is denied. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Is the If on’ble Member aware 
that Mr, A. Samnnta, Deputy Magistrate, Sadar, had been canvassing? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is denied. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the 
said Mi‘. Samanta asked the people in open court not to support the 
candidature of the Swaraj (‘amlidate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not awaie of it. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon'ble Member aware 
that Mr. S. i\ Bo>e was canva'ising in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, 

Bibu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Was the attention of Govern- 
ment drawn to this matter before the election? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Is the Government prepared 
to make any enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE: There is no need. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to 
state whether the District Magistrate made a general answer that there 
was no canvassing b,V Government officei’s without making any enquiry 
from any of the persons whom we have named? 
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TIm HonW® Mfa W« D* Ra PRENTICE S I cannot say fitiin wlioin 
he made inquiries. 

Mfa SUEHA8 CHANDRA BOSE* ill the Hon’hle ^leinber he 
pleased lo state whether the District Magistrate of Xadia iiinde enquiries 
of the Subdi visional Officer before he sent in his jeportf' 

The Hofi>ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot say. 

Mfa J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard to the rights of 
meml)ers who are elected to this Council would you. Sir, ns the custodian 
of those rights 

Mfa PRESIDENT: I rule you out of order, as that is nut the wav 
to put a supplementary (iue''tion. 

Mfa J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I ri^e on a point of order 

Mfa PRESIDENT: Then you are not jmtting your supplemeritarv 
que.stion. 

Mfa J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 will first make my submission 
on a point of order and then I ^hall put my supplementary question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would you make \our point oi ojder ijuite 
clear? 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, my point of order is this: 
30U being the custodian of the rights of the memlrers of this House 
would you kindly help us to get from the Members af (Government a 
satisfactory reply when serious questions on the interferenfe with the 
elections are concerned. If you. Sir, agree with me, then I shall put 
the next question. 

Mfa PRESIDENT: So far as I could understand, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Prentice wavS quite definite when he denied the charges that were 
made. What more emphatu’ answer could you expect? 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Member l>e 
pleaaed to state whether* hi view of all the charges that have been made 
in the supplementary questions put to-day bt’ members of this Council, 
Government will be pleased to make a further enquiry into the matter? 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. Datta, are you putting a supplementary 
question or what? 

Bibli AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: My question is, Sir, whether 
the Government will be pleased to make a f'uilher enquiiy into this 
matter, in view of the disclo-iures made in the supplementary questions? 

The Hon*ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Before I came to the 
Council I did not hearjB^I the various coses which have been specified 
except one. If meml>ers will put their complaints in writing I shall 
certainly see whether the circumstances demand such an enquir>'. 

Mr. A. K. PAZL-UL HUQ: W^ill the Hoirble Member be pleased to 
state, with reference to the denials made by him, whether these denials 
are based on personal en(|uiries made by the Hon’ble MemWr in charge 
himself, or enquiries made from the accused officers themselves? 

Tht Hon*bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have already stated that 
the District Magistrate has reported that these allegations are 
maliciously false and I accept the statement of the District Magistrate. 


Number ef injunotions issued against the Mussalmans preventing them 
from saorifloing cows in certain villages in Khulna. 

*9. Mauivi 9HAM8UR-RAHMAN: \a) Will the Hoirble Member 
in charge of the Police Department lie pleased to state in how many 
villages in the district of Khulna injunctions under section 144, Crimi- 
nul Procedure Code, were issued against the Mussalmans preventing 
them from sacrificing cows during the last Bakr-hU ■ 

(?>) Did the Magistrates issuing the injunctions inquire into the 
reasonableness of the order by a i>ersonal visit to the village in question? 

(c) Will the Hoii’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing: — 

(0 the names of the villages and the thanas; 

{ii) the number of Hindu and Mussalman householders in the 
village; 

{Hi) the distance of the nearest Hindu home from the proposed 
jdace* of sacrifice ; and 

(tv) the nationality ol- the person on whose report the injunction 
was issued? 
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(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay ou the table ccfpy 
of any rules or circulars for the jruidaiice of tjfticers regarding allowing 
or disallow^ing of sacrifices in villages? 

(c) If there be none, will the Hoirble Member l)e pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to issue a 
communique for the edification of the Mussulmans as to the conditions 
and circumstances under which a cow-sacrifice may be allowed for the 
first time in the village? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the HonTife 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): {a) Seven villages. 

{h) In six villagers orders were issued after personal en(|uiries by 
the Sutnlivisional Officers concerned and in one village after locnl 
investigation by a sui)erior jsdice <»fficei. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

id) Government are not prepared to lay on the table any ct>py of 
instructions which have been issued to their officers. 

it) Does not arise. 


Statcynent referred to in the ansu'cr to clause (c) of starred question 
.Vo. U f/ieinff particulars on the points. 


«) 

(«) 

(Hi) 

(ft) 

X«m«t of vlllagM. 


Numbfr of 
hoQwliokkra. 

IXvtAnCf of tlM> IHStltAt 
Hindu houM> fnmi rhf 

NAttofiAlUy of tht 
priAtm f>n wboAC 
rrport. tlir Injunc* 
Unn WAA lAAOAd. 

PoUoeHtUUoni. 

HinduM. 

UuhAin* 

niAdAiui. 

propuAed jdAcr of 
AAcrtSrr. 

KharniJi 

iMininrlA 

SSO 

35 

200 rATd* 

Hindu. 

ChaDdADimahal 

I>AUlA(pur .. 

274 

1H3 

1 

Hindu. 

UadADpar 

KaIatoa 

87 

42 

Hindu liounn. 2.M) yArd* 
Hindu kluin*’, 200 )Ar(U. 

Hindu. 

SAtpOtA 

KaIaiym 

21 

8S 

•r* yAr«l(» 

Hindu. 

RAmkrtAhUAporf 

KaIaxoa 

05 

44 

Hindu Ahrluo. 2(K) yArdk 

1 MtihAmmAdAn, rorm* 
UfFAlrd by lllodu. 

JAiBAcore 

KaIatoa 

103 

27 

250 yATd*. ProfMiMNl 

piA^ sauAfnd on Mof- 
tar pfoprily. 

Hindu. 

CbAadA 

KaIatoa 

20 

IS 

1 

160 yArd. Inm a Hindu 
hmuir And A Hindu 
idirtw. 

Hindu. 


Matavi SHAMiUR-R AMMAN: Is the list complete? 


The Hcn’Mc Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is the list which hm^ 
been furnished by the District Magistrate. 
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MittWi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: U the Hon^le Member aware that 
in Kharia village in Paikgacha thana a notification was issued to the 
villagers? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the hon’ble member will 
give me particulars of the case, I shall enquire about it. 


Telagraphie oommunioation between the mainland and the ietand of 
Eandwip in Noakhalif propoeal for. 

MO. Babu AMARENDRA NATH aHOOE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Meml>er in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state 
what steps have been taken by them since the withdrawal of the Reso- 
lytion in the Bengal Legislative Council in April, 1921, by Babu Annada 
Charan Dutta regarding the establishment of telegraphic communica- 
tion between the mainland and the island of Sandwip in the district of 
Noakhali ? 

(b) Do the (ioverument coiitemplate bearing a substantial jM)rtion 
<d the recurring charges mentioned in the proceedings of the Bengal 
Legislative Coumil by the Hon’ble Member in (barge {rule Bengal 
Legislative Council PnK eedings, Volume I, pages 1388 and 1389) ? 

MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (tho 
HonHilO Mr. A. Marr): (o) The attention of the Commi««toner of the 
Chittagong Division was drawn to the substance of Babu Annada 
Charan Dutta's Resolution and Sir John Kerr’s jeply. His attention 
was also drawn to the revised estimate referred to in Sir John Kerr’s 
speech, but up to the present the guarantee required by the Telegraph 
Department has not l>eeii furnished by the local residents. 

(b) Government are unable to undertake any liability with regard 
to the charges. Under the new order issued by the Government of 
Indio in 1924 the liability is now double what it was in 1921. i 


Mteitu Srljiit Namh Chaitilra Chaudhuri. 

Ml. Babu PRABHU DOYAL HIMATSINCKA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
atnte— 

(i) the condition of health of Srijut Naresh Chandra Chaudhuri 

of Nandina (Bajitpur^ when he was detained undcu* the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act ; 

(ii) whethec. ha operated on for appendicitis during his 

detention in jail; 
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as 

(tit) whether he «ufferecl from an attack of piiralyaia while in jail; 

(ir) whether he wan attacked with fever and pneumonia while 
interned ; 

(r) whether he wuh attacked with pleuri8y and double pneumonia 
again while intern^; 

(rt) whether Nareah Babu waa refuaed the meilical expenaea when 
he wan attackeil with pneumonia for the aeiumd time during 
internment ; 

(rti) whether (foverninent naked him to engage private doctors 
immediately by telegrtim on his application for medical 
help : 

ivtn) if HO, what was then the reason of refusing him the ex{»enaes 
incurred for engaging private diM'tors ; anil 

(t.r) whether Naresh Babu has l)een in indifferent health when he 
was releasetl (conditionally ) ^ 

ih) N the Hon’ble Memln'r aware that Naresh Babu had an 
attack of double pneumonia shortly after his conditional release while 
he was still under the o|H*ratiou of the Bengal ('riniinnl I^iw Amend- 
ment Act y 

(c) It so, what did the tfovernmeiit do for his treatment ^ 


Tim Hon*bl« Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICi: {a) d) He suffered from 
an attack of hepatitis shortly after his arrest under the Bengal (’riminal 
Law Amendment Act. 

(iiTHe was removed from jail and o|M*rated on for ap]M*nilicitis at 
the Suiiihhu Nath Pandit Hosintul. 

(ill) He develojied symptoms of (laralysis of lertain musides of his 
right arm and was given electric treatment for this. 

(ir) Yes. 

(r) Yes. 

(rt) and (riii) As the Civil Surgeon arranged for his treatment by 
deputing a sub-assisiani surgeon, payment of a bill submitted by the 
detenu for medical assistance which he called in without reference to 
the authorities was refused. 

(rti) No. 

M Yes. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) No application for assistance or treatment was addressed to 
Oovenusent. 


S 
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Mr. SUBHAt CHANDRA B08E: With reference to I'd) and (mti), 
will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state what sort of medical 
assistance was called in by the detenu in question? 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 do not know the names 
or the qualifications of the doctors called in. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I enquire whether the Hon’ble 
Menil)er is entitled to put certain statements in the paper without 
enquirinf< fully into the matter? What is the pood of giving these 
vague answers? 

(No answer was given). 


Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will' the Uon'ble Member be pleased 
to state whether it is one of the conditions of the detention that a 
detenu must be treated by a particular man and not by any biuly else? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, but if I he <letenus 
expect (Government t<» pay the fees they must consult (to\ eminent 
before incurring the expenditure. 

Balm Maumatha Nath Roy asked a supplemeiitary (juestion which 
was not heard at the reporters’ table. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 do not know. But I will 
enquire if the hon’ble niemlier so wishes. 

Bubii Munmatha Nath Roy again asked a supplementary' (|uestioiJ 
which was not heard at the reporters’ table. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; I do not know. 


Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: With reference to answers to 
questions (ri) and (rm), is it not a fact that the sulKissistant surgeon 
deputed by the Civil Surgeon was an unqualified man — ^at least he was 
not as fit a physician as the doctor called in by the detenu? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Being a sub^Hsistant 
surgeon he has qualifications which are recognised. 
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Mr. SUBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon'hle Member be 
pleased to state if it is the rule of the Ooverumeut that detenus 
suffering fnim pneumonia have got to wait for Government sanction 
before calling in doctors? 


Tht Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There is no such rule. 


Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: With n^ference to ic) will the 
Hon’blc MeniWr W pleased to state if any application for financial 
assistance will be considered by (jovernmeiit? 


Tha HOflllle Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is a hypothetical 

(luestion, I submit. 


Local Boards. 

M2. Mautvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: (a) Will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of liocul SeH-G(jvernment l>e 
pleu'sed to state whether it is in the c(»nteinplution of Government to 
abolish l(M*al Ixands? 

(/)) If so, do the (lovernmeut inteml to introdtice any Hill with a 
view to amend the Local Self-Government A<t. If ho, when? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) ind (h) 

Ihene raattera are under conHidenitioii, but Government have lutt 
arrived at any final deciniou. 


Typists and copyists of oourts. 

M3. Maidvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: With reference to the reply- 
given t(» uDHtarred (jueHtion No. 44 on the 20th February, 1928, will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Judicial De|Niriment be pleased to 
stat e—" 

it) whether the examination of ihi^ earniiigH of typist* and copyists 
ha* been 6ni*he<l ; 

(if) if so, what are the results of such examination; and 

(tit) whether any scheme ha* been framed or is under oontempla* 
tioii,. for improving the pay and pro«peets of typist* and 
copyists? 
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MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Honlile 

Mfa W. D, R. Prentice): (i) and (n) No. The figures of 1921 and 1926 
have l>een examined. A statement is laid on the table. 

(m) Orders have been issued that no new appointments are to be 
made tf» fill up vacancies until the standard of remuneration prescribed 
by the Hon’ble High Court has been reached. The earnings will be 
increased by a reduction in the staff. 


Statement referred to the reply to clamet (t) and (ii) of starred question 
No. J3, showing the earnings of copyists and typists in 1926 and 
the number of copyists and typists in 1926 and 1921. 


DigtrK't. 

Earning in 

— 

Number of copyists and 
typists in — 


1926. 

1926. 

1921. 

Bankura 

R«. 

32 and 49 

22 and 3 

3 1 and 3 

Birbhum 

31 . 

50 

16 3 

20 3 

Buniwan 

31 

60 

20 „ 12 

27 13 

Hooghlv 

27 

46 

35 IS 

35 „ 19 

Midnapore 

31 

52 

40 „ 13 

51 ,, 15 

24-ParganaM 

34 

53 

34 22 

43 23 

Nadia 

30 

. 46 

13 14 

is 14 

Munihidabad 

33 

53 

13 .. 4 

19 4 

Jtmore 

25 

41 

19 .. 16 

36 „ 4 

Khulna 

33 

, 6« 

29 6 

33 „ 6 

l)ao<>a 

3M 

. 67 

43 „ 20 

48 ,, 21 

MynwnHingh 

32 

. 61 

66 .. 22 

85 „ 27 

Faridpur 

21 

. 61 

31 12 1 

39 „ 12 

Bakarganj 

34 

. 51 

34 16 1 

43 .. 19 

Rajshahi 

36 

. 66 

19 „ Hi 

25 4 

Dinajpur 

44 

. 67 

9 7 

14 7 

Rangpur 

31 

, 55 

26 „ 10 

34 .. 10 

Pabna-Bogra 

29 

, 60 

29 10 

30 10 

Chittagong 

30 

. 52 

51 „ 7 

56 7 

Noakhah 

42 

. 6H 

22 „ 10 

32 M 11 

Tip^wra 

37 

. 70 

35 „ 16 

39 H 


MtMlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Will the Honide Member be pleased 
to state how Oovernment pro|H)se to reduce the staff? 

The HontllC Mr* W. D. R* PRENTICE: As appointments fall vacant, 
they will not be filled up until the proper proportion of typists and 
copyists has been arrived at. 

MiUlvl TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Within what period of time will 
it reach the prescribed standard? 

The Hoii*Mc Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 cannot aay. 




1928.] QUESTIONS. S7 

Filling up vacanoiM in Hit miniatartal staff by IN DIsIrial Jinlgii 

Daaea. 

. M4. Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN SARKERs {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in char|?e of the Judicial Defairtment be pleaawl to state 
whether there is any jjreneral principle and proi*edure to Im» adopted and 
observed bv the District Judges in the l*resident*y of Bengal in filling 
up vacancies in the luinisterial staff of the Civil Courts y 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Horrid© 
Member be pleased to state the rules y 

(r) Is it a fa<‘t that vacancies iwcurriiig in the ministerial staff of 
the District Judge of Dac<‘u are not notified y 

(</) Is it a fact that the District Judge of Dacca has of late filled 
up two vacaiu'ies in the ministerial staff, by a{>|H>inting two non* 
matriculated candidates in su|HO'session of the (daims of more qualified 
candidates, some of whom were graduates and under-graduates y 

(c) Will the Iloii'hle Member in charge of the Jiidi(‘ial Department 
be pleased to state whether there was any applicant, for the said two 
vacant |>osts, belonging to the depressed community y 

( /) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’lde 
Memlh*!’ be pleased to state his (pialificMitionsy 

(f/) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason why 
his case was not taken into consideration, in pursuance of the lilioral 
isdicv of the tfovernment towards the backward (oinmunityy 


Th« Hon'ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) Cnder section 
Civil Courts Act, 1H87, District Judges have the |K)Wer to appoint 
the miriisteiial officers of their courts and are not subject to the c^introl 
of the local (Government in this matter. 

(b) Does m»t arise. 

fc) No: there were *‘150 applications for two pemutneni and two 
tem|x»rnry vacancies. 

(//} No: the ap|Hiintmeiits were made by the District Judge on the 
merits of the applicants, (iovernment have no information regarding 
the educational cjualifications of the various candidates. 

ie) and (/) Cannot be ascertained as the applications were returned 
by the District Judge. 

(jg) All cases were duly considered by the District Judge. 
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ClMiiig of courts and ofllosi for ooUfMoi. 

•If. irijut NACENORA NATH SEN: (a) WiU tke Hon’l>le 
Member in charge of the Judicial and Political Departments be 
pleased to state what is the rule as regards closing the courts and 
offices subordinate to the Government of Bengal on the occasion of a 
solar or lunar eclipse? 

(b) Is it in the contemplation of Government to make an order 
making it obligatory on all heads of offices and courts to close their 
respective offices and courts on the day of any solar eclipse and the 
day following a lunar esclipse instead of leaving it to the discretion 
of such officers? 

The Hon’bic Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) The High Court, 
under the power vested in it by section 15 of the Civil Court’s Act, 
1887, prepares a list of holidays each year to be observed by the civil 
courts. Holidays on the occasion of either the solar or lunar eclipse 
are not in this list. 

As regards revenue and magisterial courts, the member is referred 
to rules 246 (iv) and 253 of the Practice and Procedure Manual, 
1918. Copy of the rules is placed on the table. The High Court 
has also directed that in addition to notified h(»lidays civil courts shall 
remain closed on su(‘h days as are observed as local holidays in the 
executive offices. 

(h) No. 

Ruhi referred to the reply to rlaufe (a) of starred question .Vo. 16. 
THE BENGAL PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE MANUAL, 1918. 

Chapter VI. 

Holidays. 

246. The holidays given in public offi<es are divided by the Gov- 
ernment of India into four clas.ses: — 

(0 

(‘i) 

(lift 

(tr) Local holidays not announced by the local Government, but 
given at the discretion of the district authorities on the 
occasion of a local fair or festival or for some other reason. 

• • • • • 

253 A statement showing the local holidays 

allowed in each district in Bengal and included in class (ir), will be 
found in Appendix I to this chapter. The local ^lidays observed in 
each district shall be restricted to those shown in column 3 of the 
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•tatement and where their number exceeds the prescribed limit erf 
eevem whole days in tbe year, the holiday or holidays shown in column 
6 of the appendix shall be given up os a set-qjff against this excess 
number. In c^ses where the number falls short of seven, no addition 
way be made to the ap()endix without the express sanction of Oovem- 
ment. This will n(»t, however, affect the grunt at the discretion of dis- 
trict authorities of holi<lays on the sfiecial (H'l'usioiis of a solar or lunar 
eclipse*, nor will they deprive Muhammadan. Hruhmo, Bhutia and 
Jain officers of the s|)eciul holiday |termissible to them. 

APPENDIX I. 

(Uri.K 2f>d.) 


St4tteTnent the loral holitJaifs tiJlowefl in r^^eh tlistriet in Bengal, 


WvhkMi. 

IH-trirf 

Nuiir of lonU lH>ll(t«>'K 

NuniWr 

tif 

daya 

TIum*. 

RoUdaya undrr Ihr 
Nrgtdtatdr Ina- 
fniinrnta Art to 
br rrpurrti bf 
thr lo(^ holf‘ 
day* In nyrra* of 
•rvrn. 

1 

- 

?l 

t 

r. 

d 

Ilurdwan 

lliirdwnn 

Birbhani . . 

Rankuni 

nttlsaporr . . 

or Makar 

Hank rant i 

Stvamtrt 

HoU (or TMuilat fcdlowtnfi 
thr Isti Jatra). 

Hath Jatra 

.NandrS^ah (tho day 
folkfwlna JanntaaUHil). 
Bhraf ridvitiva 

Karl Ik Piija 

Trdal 

( attlf «hnw 

Ki^ndiili or Joyit4*b Mnta 

Hakrwwar MHa 
Mukhtr^ar'* Kali f*uja 
Kajidha arul lihatHlIr- 
bait Ratb Jatra. 
Hhrati1<lw1tha 

Oo«bta ^<ditainl 

BhratSdarltlra 

Bankura K^hiblUan 

1 Trdal 

I'ttararan Hankrantl . 
Hivaratri 

Ratb Jatra 

1 Ita Ratb or f^unar 
Jatra. 

HtiratrklwRiya 

Raa Jatra . . 

TntaJ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

January 

Kpbrtiary or 

Marrh 

Marrh. 

Jnnr or July 

Auinud or 
tf>ndM*r 

Ortolw or No* 
vrmlM’r 

Noi'nalM'r. 

Januar)' or Ki*b- 
ruar> 

Januar> or Frb- 
niarj' 

Marrfi. 

Aftrll 

Junr or July 

Oftoltrr r>r Xo- 
vemlMT. 

XovftnlKT 

O»*tob«^ m So- 
^niiltar. 

Janttarv 

Krtiruary or 

Marrh. 

j> Junr or iiiJy, 

Ortobar or Ko- 
vrmhrr. 

Nwwnbft. 
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•DivMoa. 

Diatrict. 

Namf of local holktaya. 

Nninbcr 

of 

daya. 

Time. 

H^aya under tlie 
Neffotfable Ina- 
trumenta Act to 
be replaced by 
the local belli' 
day* io exceaa of 
aeven. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

« 

Burdwaii 

Hooohly . , 

I’ttarayan Hankranti . . 
Hivaratri 

Maha Banin! 

Rath Jatra 

Ihinar Jatra 
Bhratrldaitiya 

Kartik Puia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

January. 
February or 

March. 

March or April 

1 June or July. 
October or No- 
vember. 




Total 

7 




Howrah 

KIxaratri 

Holl 

Maha Bamni 

Srirani Nahmni 

Knth Jatra 
llharatridMitiya 

Ra« Jatra . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

February or 

March. 

March. 

March t)r April 
Ai>ril. 

June or July. 
(>r«ol>er or No- 
vemlier. 
Novemlwr. 




Total 

7 



Prwildfnry . . 

24-rarKOiiH« 

Rath Jatra 

Piinar Jatra 

Banini 

Slvaratri 

Kartik Piija 

i 

I 

1 

^JuncorJuiy. 
March or April. 
Febnuirv or 

Man*h 
NovciuImt. 




Total 

»> 




Nadia 

Ha<* Jatra . . 

Maaht Pimiliiia 

SIvaratrl 

lianulolc 

Rath Jatra 

Kartik Pula 

1 

1 

] 

1 

♦ 

NovembiT. 
January or Feb 
ruary. 

Fcliniary or 

March. 

March. 

June or July. 
Novcmlier 

• 



Total 

!>i 




Xurfhidaltad 

Itivaratii 

Mctia 

Rath Jatra 

Jitulan 

Ban lot la Fair 
( 'hchclum 

Bliratridaltlya 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

February or 

' March. 

1 March 

June or July. 

July or Au«u«t. 

May 

tjetober or No- 
vcmliCT. 




Total 

7 




Jcraorv 

Rath Jatra 

SIvaratrf 

JfMiore IiKiu^trial and 
Afpkitltitral Kxhihl- 
tkan. 

1 

1 

2 

June or July. 
February or 

March. 




Total 

4 




Ihulna 

Coronation laduatrial 
and Aarirnltural Rx- 
hIMtIon at Khulna. 
Blvaratri 

Rath Jahra 

8hab.|-llarai 

2 

1 

I 

1 

February or 

March. 

June car July. 




Total 











J928.] 


QUESTIONS. 


a 




DivMon. I IHitrirt, Nmiw of locnl hoftdsyii. 



HoUttoy* Mid4>r tho 

tramottts Art to 
hr rpt<4ftr(Ht by 
thr ktrftl tiolH 
(biy» tn rxmM of 

novrn. 


Dacca 

Nlvaralri 


AahUmi or Bralunapulra 
Nnan. 

HenaaK New Ycar'r Day 
HaAlKI Ftija 


Tulal 

Myiiicfufngh 

Kivaratri 


Aalitajiii of lirmhmaputra 
Nuan 

I«l*ub Fit r (ntra clay 1 .. 
Iil'ur-Zulia (evtra day) 


Icrfal 

Farldtmr 

Dol Jatra 

Hivaratn 


Hcntiali New Year’# Day 
Hath Jatra 


Total 

lOUtarRanJ 

Fttarayan (*r I*au<» Han- 
krartti 

HIvaralrl (the* day hdlow 

iiitf) 

Ihil Jatra (cytra day) . 
Ib’iiaaM N<*» Vear’a liay 


Total 

(’hltUftonu 

Sjvarairl 


iWiirall New Ycar'a Da> 
Ikd Jatra . . 

Aw*ka'*taiiii 

Kani Nat'anii 

Na« Hanktantl 


Total 

TIppera 

HIvaratrl 


Hcnftali New ^rar’K Dav 
Hath Jatra 
( ttarayan 


Total 

Koakhall .. 

Hharatii 


IM Jatra . . 

Briiitali New Ycar'a Day 
Nag HanfcrantI 

Fttarayan 


Total 

(yilttafoag 

HUlTmcta. 

Mcdtainuni Mela 


fVImiarv or 
M«rrh. 

Aprtl. 


Krbnisry or 
MMTh. 

A|»f1l. 


3il«rrh. 

Krbnwiry or 
Manh. 

^oril 

Junr nr July 


Krbnuuy »»r 
M«rrb. 

ApiU. 

March. 

April 

Ik*. 

AutruM. 


February «i 
March. 

April. 

June nr July. 
January 


Frhruary or 
Marrti. 

March. 

April. 

AofuM. 

January. 


Daya. 

itrlljaiirhafttl 1 
Jaaadliatrl 1 
Tula. 

(ImK Han- I 
krantl. 

Jamnaalitaiiil 1 
Maliatara . . 1 
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Df¥tok>n. 

Dbitrict. 

Nmm of local holkUft. 

Number 

of 

dayi. 

Hme. 

HoHdaya uodet the 
NaprMabto &m> 
trnmeiita Aet to 
be repiaoed by 
the kwal hoif. 
dayv in exeeia ol 
seven. 

1 

2 


4 

5 

6 

Eajstuihi . . 


llaruDl Ganga Snan 
Sivaratri 

Rath Jatra 

1 

1 

1 

March or April. 
February or 

March. 

June or July. 




Total 

5 




Difuipur . . 

Rhratridwttiya 

Halt Jatra . . 

1 

1 

October or Nov- 
ember. 
November. 




Total 

2 




Jftlpaiguri . . 

Sara^iwati Puja (extra 
day). 

Dol .latra (extra day) . . 
Sivaratri 

Manaxha PuJa 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Januar>’ or Feb- 
hniary. 

March. 

February or 

March. 

August. 




ToUl 

4 




DarjH'IInK . . 

Rhratridwitlya 

Rath Jatra 

Sivaratri 

Id-nl*Fltr (extra dav) .. 
Id'Ur-Zuha (extra d8\ ) 
Akhiri Chaliar Sliaiuha 
Shah-i'ltarat 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

October or Nov- 
ember. 

June or July. 
Fet>rwarv or 

March. 




Total 

7 




Rangpur 

Sivaratri 

Anhtanii or Rraliinaputra 
Snan 

1 

1 

Fcbniar^’ or 

March 

April 

i 



T<dal 

2 




Hogra 

Banint Ganaa Snan 
Jamiritoia Fair 

Rath Jatra 

1 

t 

1 

March or April. 

June or July. 




Total 

S 




Pabna 

Ratantl Kallka Ihiia 

Rath Jatra 

1 

1 

Januarj’ or Fe- 
bruarj-. 

June or July. 




Total 

2 




Malda 

Sivaratri 

Itanini Ganga Snan 
Raiukati Fair 

Coronation Rxhihitlon . , 

1 

1 

1 

I 

Ffbmary or 

March. 

March or April. 




Total 

4 




Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hou’ble Member be 
pleased to state what possible object ious Government have in excluding 
eolar or lunar eclipse fixmi the list of holidays? 

TIN Hofl'lllt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know what reasons 
Ooverninent had when they framed the rule. 
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UnsUmd Qutitioiis 

(answers to wtiioh were laid on the table). 

District and Sessions Judge for Pabna and Bogra. 

1. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(fl) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware 
of the great difficulties and sufferings undergone by the litigant public 
of Bogra under the present system of having one District and Sessions 
Judge for Pabna and Bogra 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of the fact that the public of 
Bogra have made repeated representations to the (iovernment for the 
posting of a separate District and Sessions Judge at Bogra^ 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Membei- be pleased to state t»)r how many <lay« 
the District Judge was engaged during the years 1920 and 1027 in dis- 
posing Bogra works, both civil and criminal!' 

(^) Will the Hon’ble Member la* pleased to state for the y(‘ars 
1925, 1926 and 1927 the number of under-trial prisoners committed to 
the Sessions, whose trials could not W taken tip for want of time of 
the Sessions Judge? 

(e) How many cuvses tjibled foi one session had to stand over the 
next session for want of time duiing the years 1925, l!t26 and 1927? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of the (lovernnient to |M)Ht a separate District and 
Sessions Judge at Bogra in the near future? 


The Hon’blc Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; *(«; Several petition* 
representing these difficulties were received. 

(h) Ye*. 

(c) 1926 — 139 days for criminal work; 3 days for civil work. 
1927 — 109 days for criminal work; 2 days for civil work. 

(df) 1925—50; 1926—23; 1927—54. 

(e) A statement is placed on the table. 

(/) No. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (e) of unstarred question 
No. 1. showing number of causes tabled for one session which had 
to stand, over for the next session for want of time of the Sessions 
Judge during the years 1926 and 1927. 


1925. 

February SoMton 

2 cases tabled for February Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

May Semion 

4 cases tabled for May Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

August SoMion 

10 cases tabled for August Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

November Seission . . 

7 cases tabled for November Session had to stand 
over to the next session for want of time cf 
the Sessions Judge. 

1926. 

February Ht'fuiion 

4 cases tabled for February Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

May Session 

3 (-ases tabled for May Session had to stand over 
to tl»e next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

August Session 

2 cases tabled for August Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 

Sl^HMIOIlH Jtidgf^. 

November Session . . 

. . Nil. 

1927. 

February Stission 

. . I case tabled for February Session had to stand over 

to the next w^ssion for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

May Session 

4 cases tableil for May Session liad to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

August Scission 

H cas«»s tabled for August Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Jmlge. 

Novembi'r Session . . 

6 ca«‘8 tabled for November Session had to stsmd 
over to tlie next session for want of time of 
the S<*s8ions Judge. 


Cost of oonstruction of tho quarter! for the Additional teeeione 


Judge at Bogra. 

% Khan Bahadur Mautvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI; 

Will the Hon'ble Meml>er in charge of the Judicial Department be 
plea!«ed to state the cost incurred by the Government in constructing 
the quarters and court buildings for the District Judge at Bogra? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES The cost of construction 
of the quarters for the Additional Sessions Judge at Bogra was 
Rs. 74,3?16 (including the cost of land Rs. 14,188) and the cost of the 
combined court buildings for the Sessions Judge, Subordinate Judge 
and Additional Munsif, Bogra, was Rs. 1,21,888 (including cost of 
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Coet of transmission of documents from tho district record room 
at Pabna to Bogra. 

3. Khan Bahadur Maulwi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’hle Member in charire of the Judicial Department 
be pleased to state for the years 192o, 192(i and 1927 the amount of 
money spent in the civil courts at Bofrra under the head “ cost of 
calling for documents from the district re<‘onl i(M)m at I’ahna 

(b) Will the Hon’ble MemW he pleased to slate whether it is a 
fact that records called for from the Pabna reiH^rd rtnim do not arrive 
in proper time very often? 

(c) How many records were called for during the years 1929 and 
1927P 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {(t) The amount of money 
spent as cost of transmission of doemments from the distric*! record 
room at Pabna to Pogra was Hs. 9.*U>, Its. 819 and Its. 77f> for the 
years 1925, 1921) and 1927, lespec tively. 

(b) No, 

(c) 1,09/1 and 1,085 records were called for Irom the Pabna record 
room during the years 1920 and 1927, respectively. 


Incroaso of crime in certain areas of Murshidabad. 

4. MaharaJ Kumar 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY: ia) Is the 

Hon’ble Memlier in charge of the P()Iice Department aware of the 
increa.se of crime at (fokarna, Saktipur and Doulatabad in the Murshi* 
dabad district? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hou'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of (Gov- 
ernment to reconsider the questiem of re-e.Htablishi ng the ]Milice«Ntation« 
which have been aliolished? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (fi) (Government are aware 
that there has been an increase of crime in these areas. 

(6) If crime continues to increase Government will consider 
whether the establishment of additional polic^tations is necessary. 
Meanwhile Government are carefully watching the situation with a 
view to taking any action which may be exmsidered necessary to put 
a stop to* criminal activities in these localities. 
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MMlioal Sctiool at Barhamport. 

5. MaharaJ Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDYs (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment he pleased to state whether there is any possibility of the opening 
of the pro]H)8ed Medical School at Berhampore in the near future? 

(6) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason of the 
delay that has already occurred in the matter? 

Tha H0fi*bla 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) So far as 

can be foreseen at present the school is likely to lie opened in July, 

1929. 

(b) The scheme involves certain additions to the local hospital 
hesides those which have already l)een constructed. The project as a 
whole cannot be saucticmed until final plans and estimates for these 
additions have been submitted to Government and approved. Further- 
more, there has been delay in realising the local contributions; only a 
fraction of the amount promised had been paid up so far. 

Assistant 8ub« inspectors of the Calcutta Police. 

6. MaharaJ Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY; (^z) Will the 
Ilon’ble Member in charge of the Police DeiKutment be pleased to 
state w'hether the Assistant Sub-Insf)ectors of the Calcutta Police w’ill 
participate in the increment to be given to otficers of the Calcutta Police 
force us staled in the budget s|H*ech? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Meml)er be phnised to state the reasons which have weighed with him 
in leaving them out ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; (a) No. 

{b) More than sufticient candidates of a suitable type are available 
for appointment as Assistant Sub-Inspectors on the prevailing scale of 
pay, and in the present state of the finances of the province Govern- 
ment do not feel justified in recommending any increaae. Further, 
Assistant SulvTnspectors have gi>od prospects of promotion to higher 
ranks. 


D4tanu 8rijut Dbirendranath Mukbarji. 

7. Or. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY; Will the Hon^bk Member in 
charge of the Politic-al Department be pleased to state— 

(d) the date on w^hich Srijut Dbirendranath Mnkharji wa« 
arrested ; 

{h) w’hen he w^as ordered domicile; 

(c) where he has been domiciled; 
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(d) whether the (ioveruiueiit is aware that Haui))al is an exti'eiaely 

maiuritma place ; 

(e) whether the Gcvernmeiit in aware that detenus, who were 

previously interned at Rampal, contracted malaria; and 
(/) whether the GoTernineiit is considering the ilesiruhility of 
transferring him to a healthier placed 

Th§ NOfl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) Kith August, im. 
{h) November, 1027. 

(c) First at Khona ; then at I'daypur. 

(#/), {e) and (/) Do not arise. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state where the detenu in question is now residing ^ 

The HonHile Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 ask f<»r fresh 

notice. I do not kn(»w whether he is still in doinit ile. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon'ide Member be 
pleased t(» state whether Fdaifiur is a healthy place 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 d.> not kn.iw 

Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member, wh(^ 
is a .<;/h jtintu I . S 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Gupta, I am afraid 1 cannot allow that 
question if you put it in that form. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the lliurble Member say 
why in answering the^t* (jueetiotiH he njipears t(» know' sf) littb*. 

(No answer was given.) 


D4tMHi 8alish Cbamlrt Chtbrtbarty. 

8. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hoirble Memt>er in 
charge of the Ihditical Department ht* pleased to state — 

{a) when Srijiit Satish (’handni ('hakralmrty of Haruli (district 
Khulna ) was arrested under the operation (»f Bengal liegu* 
lution III of 1818; 

(h) whether Srijut rhakrabjirty is now under the utieration of 
the Bengal (Viminal laiw Amendment A<^t of 1026; 

(c) whether Srijut Chakrabarty has Ihmui suffering from lilam; 

(d) what the (l<»vernment proposes to do for the medical treat* 

ment of Srijut Chakrabarty till he is completely cured of 
his illness; and 

(e) whether the Government intends to release him immediately P 
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The Hon’IHe Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) On 13tb January, 1924. 

{h) Yen. 

(c) He has been suffering from filariasis. 

(d) As the detenu has expressed a preference for treatment by 
kahirajei to that by Government’s medical officers, Government do not 
propose to take any action. 

(e) He bus already been released subject to the conditions mentioned 
in section 11(a), ih) and (c) of the Bengal Criminal I^w Amendment 
Act. 1925. 


Statf prisoner Satish Chandra Pakrasi. 

9. Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department he pleased to state — 

(u) whether it is a fact that when Srijut Satish ('handra Pakrasi 
was granted leave for a month to see his sick parents at 
his native village Madhalxli, district Dacca, police escorts 
were placed in front of his house to watch the movements 
of people to and from his home; 

(h) whether it is a fact that the police escorts, so pla(;ed, used 
to interfere with the movements of ladies to and from the 
house ; 

(c) whether Srijut Pakrasi remonstrated with the judice for this; 

{(1) whether this had something to do with his sudden removal 
from home hack to Dacca jail within a few days of his 
arrival at home; and 

(e) if this was not the case, the reason for such behaviour P ^ 


Thi Hon*blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Satish Chandra 
Pakrasi, whilst a State prisoner under Regulation III, was granted 
leave to see his parents who were ill. No period of leave was fixed. 
He was accompanied by an escort as is usual under such conditions. 

(5), (c) and (d) Answer is in the negative. 

(e) He was taken back to Dacca after being allowed to remain at 
home for four days, because while a State prisoner he could not be 
permitted to remain at his home indefinitely. 
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Witir-«eirolt]f in MurshkWNMl* 

19. MiharaJ Ktanar IRIS CHANDRA NANDYs ia) U the Hon ble 

Minister in chni-ge of the Department of LiK'al Self-Government aware 
of water-scarcity in the district of MurshidabadP 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the nffinnnti%'e, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government is in a tK>sition to 
prepare a scheme and provide money for removinjr the scarcity 
permanently? 

The Hon’Me Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: {a) Government 
have no s{>ecial information, but are aware that there is a (reueral 
scarcity of jcr»>od dnnkin^ water in the rural areas of Bengal. 

ih) Government are prefnired to advance money to district boards 
for the provision of sources of water-supply and t4> assist them io meet 
the loan char^fes by mukin^r « recurrinjr grant of Rs. ‘2J lakhs a year. 
Government’s policy in this res|)ect is set forth in Circulars Nos. lOU-lOT 
T.P.H. of 28th May, 1928, and Nos. 134-.18 T.IMI. of 14th June. 192^ 
copies of which are laid on the table. 


Circular* referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unstarred question 

No. 10. 

No*. Pk^-107 T . P. //., dated Darjeeling^ the 2Sth May, Vd2S, from the 
Secretary to the Govern ment of Bengal, to all Commissioners of 
]h visions . 

I am directed to address you on the subject of the improvement 
of rural water-supjdy in Bengal by advnnt'ing loans to district l>oards. 
The adoption of a loon policy for rural water-supidy was discussed at 
a conference of the district board representatives held at the Govern- 
ment House on *3rd December, 1927, at the instance of the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local S<»lf-Goverumeut Dejairtnient. There 
was a consensus of (»pinion in favour of adopting such a policy, and 
if the delegates present at the conference c^irrectly voiced the opinion 
of district boards, it may lie assumed that the jHilicy in general will 
eommend itself to the boards. Iu<leed the conference |Hissed an unani- 
mous resolution accepting the loan jKilicy that was explained t<i the 
members of the conference. 

2. It is proposed that the prewnt loan will be available only for 
sources of water-supply which, with due attention to maintenance and 
repoirs, will be more or less of a fiermanent character. In any case 
the sources of such supply should last with arrangements for mainte- 
iiance and repairs for at least 25 to 80 years — the proposed period of 
ihe service of the loan not being less than 25 years. 
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3. During the period oi the service of the loan the district boards 
will have to undertake the following responsibilities: — 

(i) Punctual payment of the amount «that may be fixed as the 
board^s share of the interest and sinking fund — the actual 
rate to be communicated to the boards later on, after appli- 
cations from different boards have been received and an 
approximate idea of the total amount has been ascertained. 
The boards, however, can proceed on the assumption that 
their share of the interest and sinking fund on the tctnl 
loan will not exceed 4-5-6ths itev cent, per annum. 

{li) The boards must keep each source of supply constructed out 
of the loan fund in projHU repair and maintenance as a 
wholesome source of water-supply fit for human 
consumption. 

{Hi) On failure of either of these conditions, Government will 
reserve to themselves the right in case of (i) of deducting* 
the amount defaulted from the augmentation grant of the 
boards, and in case of (//) of sf)ending the amount neces- 
sary to render the soune of water-sui>idy fit for human 
consumption and (»f deducting the total of such expendi- 
ture from the augmentation giniit of the bimrd. In case 
the augmentation grant d(K^s not prove sufficient, Government 
will retain the right of realising the expenditure incurred 
on either of these two heads from the board. 

(iv) The boards will also maintain a separate list of sources of 
watei-suj)ply constiucte<l out of the loan fund together with 
the amount of ex|H*ndituie incurred on them, so that neces- 
sary facilities lor ins|',ectioii and repoit may exist. 


4. As was exi>lained by the Ilon’blc Minister in his si>eech at the 
district board conference on the 3nl December last, Government Hvill 
contribute a sum equal to half the amount set ajxirt by the district 
boards for the service of the loan as their share of the interest and 
sinking fund so far as is i>ossible within the limits of the regular 
Government giant of Rs. lakhs a year. It will be safe to proceed 
on the basis that the total amount that will l>e necessary to set apart 
for interest and sinking fund will not exceed 71 per cent. It may 
lierhaps be a little less than the figure mentioned. Out of the TJ per 
cent, the district boards will have to [wy not exceeding 4*5-6th8 jier 
cent, as their share of the interest and sinking fund charges, and 
Government will jioy not exceeding 2 -b-Piths per cent, as their share 
of the interest and sinking fund charges up to a limit of Bs. 21 lakhs 
a year. After applications have been received from the various dis- 
trict boards, the position will be examined further, and it may be 
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that the total aaiount of interent and sinking lutid will be 
less than 7J per cent., and the boarda* share will aoeordingly be less 
than 4*5-6ths per c-ent. 

5. I am next to indicate, by way of ilhistratiou, the classes of 
sources of water-supply on which the proposeil loan money can he 
spent. It has already been observetl that the stjurces of supply must 
be more or less of a {Huniaiient nature. S(»urces such as tanks, 
wells, and in some districts humfs for damming drinking water reser- 
voirs. o|)ening out of dying rivers, channels and silted uj> khals^ to 
the extent only that they may serve as sources of whtdesome drinking 
water for a reasonable number of jii'ople. may Ik* suitable. Otlier 
sources (jf a more oi less |a*iiuanent iiatuie jXM uliar to local conditiiins 
may also [r* ciuisidered. 1 am alst) to oliscrvc that this loan money 
will not )r^ available foi (onsti uction of small tulx' wells with limited 
lives and retiuiriiig (onstant attention. Whether a loan jailicy for a 
conii»aratively short tteriisl is feasible or not for sources of water- 
supply through tube wells may have to Im» c4inHidere<l later, but as 
these small tulR* wells obviously <*annot have u life of 26 or IfO years 
the present loan money cannot he utilised feu the I'onstruetion (»f sueh 
tula* wells. 

(j. It is n<M‘essary to draw' the attention of the distri(*t hoards to 
the fact thfit with tl»«' imreased sources of water-supply cxjHMiditure 
for the niuintciianci* of smh supply will increase. It should also lie 
jM»inted out that district Isuirds should not use the whole of the money 
that they (»rdinarily s|H'nd mi watf»r-suir|dy for the si»rvi<‘e of this loan, 
n! for the maintmiaiKc rliaig<*s of new souires of water-supply con- 
stnicleMl out of the loan inmic\ . The follow ing illnstration will jrm- 
hajjs be lHdi)ful in explaining the |s»sitinii to the ilistriet Isiards. 

Assuming that a paitiiulai elistrirt board has Ikmui sisunling 
Ils. 50, IKK) annually (the avenigc amount f<ir thiec years s|HUit on 
original w’orks, s<»e i/olumn ffS, form H, of the statement showing ♦ho 
expenditure of district boards in Bengal), it will not lx* jinidciit for 
such district Ismi’d to set apart more than, say, Hs. 25,000 for the 
service of the loan, unless of (tiuise it can inciease its rcs^uirres in 
other ways, i.e., by retrenchment or by increasf* of income. 

7. What is immediately wanted of the distri< t iNiards is that they 
should submit to Government as early ns [xissible, and not later than 
the end of June next, a statement showing the amount of loan they 
require for this year, so that Government may try to arrange about 
the hmn and to [my the amount <ff loan asked for early in the cold 
weather. The district hf)ards should prejiare a programme of the work 
which they ext)ect to he able to carry out before the rainy season of 
1929. The whole of the yield of this year's loan need not l)e spent 
within the current financial year; wc»rk left unfinished on 31st March 
may be completed in 1929-30. It is, however, to be clearly understood 
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that the district boards will make themselves responsible for the amount 
of their share of the interest and sinking funds if they apply for the 
loan, although they may not require the full amount for which they 
have applied or are unable to spend the whole sum within the peri'»d 
estimated. 

8. Survey of the existing sources of water-supply . — For the state- 
ment that is required by the end of June, a total figure only is required 
without details; but the district boards should, by the end of August, 
submit a full programme of work showing — 

{a) details of the sources to be provided, 

{h) amount of loan to be drawn during the current year (r.e., a 
repetition <if the figure reported in June), 

(c) amount of loan to be drawn in the coming year, 

{d) amount (if any) to l)e drawn in later years. In circular 
Nos. 2602-260G P.H. of 21st November, 1927, you were 
requevsted to ask the district boards in your division to have 
their water-supply maps and registers completed and kept 
up-to-date. The information contained in these documents 
should be of material help to the district boards in the 
framing of their projiosals. 

9. Choice of the source of water-supply best suited to each 
locality . — It will l)e for the district boards to consider the kind «d 
sources l)eHt suited to local conditions, and they should in this second 
statement furnish estimates as to the number of tanks or other sources 
of water-supply that are proposed, together with estimates of their 
cost. 

10. In this second .statement they should also set out how much 
they expect to raise locally and how much they propose to find from 
the loan money. 

11. Government will of course reserve to themselves the right of 
advising the district bimrds and of prescribing how the loan money 
can be l)est utilised. Government will also retain the right of inspec- 
tion and of requiring the district boards to survey existing sources 
of water-supply and to draw up a programme so as to provide the whole 
of each district with adeciuate sources of water-supply within a definite 
pericwl. 

12. After the amount of the loan and the terms of repayment 
have Wn settled, it will be neces.sar^* to discuss and to come to a 
decision on various questions affecting the solution of this important 
probltMU, I am, however, at this preliminary stage, to call the atten- 
tion of district boards to the imp<irtance of securing adequate local 
contributions, wherever possible, to supplement their loan funds. It 
is expected that the aggregate local contribution should not be less 
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l^an one-third of the total expenditure. This does not mean that 
a local contribution of exactly one-third of the cost is exj>ected for 
each particular scheme. Well-to-do communities should be ex|)ected 
to* provide more, while for some places a contribution of even less 
than one-third will be permissible. There are two other points which 
I would mention at this stage, namely, that wherever a tank or well 
is provided out of this loan m«)ncy, some arrangement should be made 
either with a local authority or one or more |>ersons of intluem*e in 
the locality who will undertake to dt> their bevst to keep the souri?© 
of water-supply in a wludesome condititm. The next point is that 
wherever the source of water-supply is such that fish can lie reared, 
tish shr.uld be reareil in mob source and the estimated income from 
the sale of fish should be taken into consideration. 

18, (Government are at the present moment engage<l in coming to 
a decision as t^) their future policy for the application the bwin 
money, and it is to be elearly understood that the district boards will 
l»e bound by the jH)li<’v that (rov«*riiment projH>se to lay down in future, 
rt may, h<»wever, be note<l that la»fore connng to a final decision about 
the p<»li<'v for the apjdicatiou of the loan money, (Government pro|K)so 
to consult the reptesentutives of the district boanls. 


7. P, //., /hirjrrhup, the 14th June, Ift2S, from the 

Secretorif to the (lovernmeot of UnujoU to <i}J Pom mijotionern of 
DivtJtionx. 

I am dire< ted to address you on the subject of making loans to 
union boards to enable them to execute works of improvement, such as 
are mentioned in sections 8tt an<l 81 of the Village SelfdGovei nineiit 
Act, of a more or le*»-s j>ermanent nature. When, for instance, a new 
road is opened, the benefit conferred on }>enple who use the road is not 
confined to the year of construction only, and the whede cost of the 
work should not fall on the yield of a single year’s union rate. If the 
union Imards can Imrniw money at need their sphere of usefulness will 
be extended and they will l>e aide to cany out nmre extensive works c»f 
imprfiveiiient than if they had to finance all their undertakings from 
current income. 

2. If union Inwids me to Imrrow, the <d>viouH soun^e from which 
loans should l»e taken is the district fund. For mc>re than one reason 
frovemment could not agree to lend money direct to uni«»n Imarda 
from provincial fumls. The numljer of union lioards in Bengal 
already runs into thousand^, anrl it is impracticable for Government 
to act as banker to a va>t numl>er of lof'al authorities, especially as in 
the event of default (Jovcrnnienf have no means of realising arrears 
except by instructing the rommissioner to take the drastic step of 
removing the president or superseding the union board under section 
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5C of the Village Self-Government Act. Ix»an8 should accordingly be 
taken from the district board as the chief local authority in the dis- 
trict charged with control in financial and other matters over minor 
ruial self-governing bodies. District boards have fiowers which enable 
them to enforce compliance with the terms on which leans are granted 
and can, if necessary, apply pressure by withholding grants payable 
under section 45 of the Act. 

3. At the same time the fa<*t that as a rule the balance at a dis- 
trict board’s disposal is not sufficient to allow of advances to union 
boards on any large scale cannot l)e overlooked. Government (Ministry 
of Ixxjal Self-Government) are therefore prepared, so far as the state 
of their own balances and of their borrowing capacity permits, to 
adopt a policy of lending money to district boards in order that they 
in tuin may grant loans to union boards. It has hitherto been sup- 
posed that such a policy would be contrary to the provisions of section 
3 of the lx)caJ Authorities’ Ijoans Act (Act IX of 1914), but Govern- 
ment are now* advised that there is no legal bar to such a procedure. 
I am, therefore, to say that Government are willing to consider appli- 
cations for loans from district lM)ards who are prepared to lend out the 
sums so borrow’ed to union lM)ards for suitable projec‘ts of village im- 
piDvements, and district lamrcls in your division may be informed 
accordingly. 

4. I am to point out that the district boards w*ill be w*holly res- 
ponsible for the punc'tual payment of interest and sinking fund 
charges on such loans, and default by union boards will not exempt a 
district bour<l from payment of the full amount due to Government on 
the proper date. To safeguard themselves, therefore, distric't boards 
will l)e well advised not to entertain applications for loans from union 
l)oards unless the following conditions are observed: — 

(a) The sc'heme for the execution of which a loan is required 
should be one which can l)e undertaken under the Village 
Self-Govemment Act and which will be of real and laiijting 
l>enefit to the inhabitants of the union concerned, 

(h) The period of repayment slu)uld not exceed the effective life 
of the w’ork to be executed. 

(c) The union board to which a loan is granted must have settled 

down and gained the confidence of the rate-payers by some 
solid achievement and must show signs of comparative 
stability; the possibility that when a board is reconsti- 
tuted the new raemWrs may repudiate the action of their 
predecessors must be foreseen and guarded against. 

(d) Ordinarily the loan should not be so large that after meeting 

interest and repayment charges the surplus yield of the 
union rate under section 37(h) w'ill be nil or a very small 
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amount. This point is of particular impoilante when the 
proposed st'heiue is one that will benefit a certain propor- 
tion of the reeidents only. 

(e) In order that there should be some guarantee of punctual re- 
payment without resorting to any drastic step such as 
supersession, the sum lent to a particular union Iward 
should not ordinarily be so large that the annual ecjuated 
payments exceed the normal amount of grant-in-aid which 
the district board is prepared to make to that union board 
under section 4o of the Village Self-dovemment Act. 

I am to add that the nite of interest to l)e charged to union boards 
must not exceed the rate payable to (b»rernment on loans taken for 
the purpose desrrilied in this letter. 

5. I am in this <‘onnection to refer to circular Nf>s. lb.'l-07 T. 
P.H., dated the 28th May. I!t28, relating to a loan imlicy for rural 
water-supply. The loans taken by district lM>ar<}s in pursuance of 
that policy should, when supplemented by local contributions, go a 
con.siderable way towards providing sources of g<K>d water-supply in 
rural areas. Much will, however, remain to la* done Wfore every 
village in Bengal is supplied with a really satisfactory system of 
water-supply. It is desirable, therefoie. that the amount sjHjnt by dis- 
trict bcmrds in the terms of that cinular should W supplemented by 
loans gninted to union iMucrd*' for the same object. (Mlier kinds of 
pnijects which may '•uitably be financed by union Iwmrds out of 
Ixirrowed mccney, are the construction of roads and briclges and of 
amall irrigation works and the excaivaticm of drainage* channels. 

(). I am now to recjuest you to bring the contents of this letter to 
the notice of the district l)oaids in your division. They may be 
invited to decide after considering iipplic*ntions from union Inuirds foi 
what schemes they are willing to grant loans, and to report their 
requirements to (fovc*rniiic*nt in due c-ourse* in the* presc rilnMl form for 
loan applif*ations, through the usual channel, with detaiU of the pro- 
jects in question. I/oan njiplicaticms for the purjK>ses of ihf budget of 
the year can he cemsidered only if they lench (iovernment not 

later than the loth August, l!t28. 


Trial of tosoiont oasot* 

II. Maulvi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: Will the HoirUe MemW in 
charge of the Judicial l>e|««?tmeiit be iJen*HHl to lay on the table a 
atatement showing — 

0) the number of sessiems cases trif»d in each district in Bengal 
during the years Hf20 and 192 c. in which the accused 
f)ersous weie Muhammadatis and the party aggrieved Hindus; 
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(n) the respective numbers of Hindu, Muhammadan and Christian 
jurors who were selected for trying those cases; 

(ii?) the verdict of the jury in each of these cases; and 
(iv) how, if at all, the verdict was divided, i.e., how many gave 
their opinion as ** guilty ** and how many as “ not guilty 

The Hofi’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (/), (/i), (in) and (iv) The 
information asked for cannot he supplied without the compilation of 
special statistics by each sessions court involving an expenditure of 
labour and time which (Government do not consider W(juld be justified. 


Detenus and State prisoners in Yervada Jail, Bombay. 

12. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department been drawn 
to the attitude of the authorities in the Yervada Jail in the Bombay 
Presidency refusing to acbiress the detenus and State prisoners with 
“ Mr.” -or “ Sri jut ” before their names ^ 

(b) Do the (iov(‘j'i»ment propose to issue instructions to properly 
address the dtHenus and State prisoners under restraint? 

(c) Has the atUmtion of the (Government been draw’ii to the fact 
that Srijut Satish (’handra J’akrasi was abused and pushed by the 
SuiTcrintendent of the Yervada Jail? 

{r/) If so, what s(ej>s, if any, have been taken in the mutter? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be i»leased to state the reason why 
Srijut Subhas ( handra Bose, M. was not i)ermitted to see detenu 
Srijut Surendra Mohan (Ghose at the Wrvada Central Prisons, Poona? 

(/) Is it a fact (hat Mr. Bose obtained jx'rmission of the Deputy 
Insi)ector-(General, Intelligence Branch, Criminal Investigtition 
Department, Bengal, for the said purpose? 

{ff) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table tie 
correspondence that passed between (Governments of Bombay and 
Bengal about this interview? 

Th« Hon'bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: ia) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) No, 

((f) lX>es not arise. 

(e) (Goveinment are not prepared to state the reasons. 

(/) Yes. 

(j/) No. The correspondence is confidential. 
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13 . MaharaJ Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA HANDY: {a) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in chnrjre of the Police D<»|Hirtiuent l>e pleiiiied to state 
whether hi.s attention has been drawn to the judfrment delivered by 
Mr. T. B. Jameson, i.r.s.. Additional Sessitois Jtid^e, AliiH>re» in the 
criminal a]>i)eal preferred by Panchanan Banerjee and Shib Xath 
Bhattachurji, dated the Gth b'ebruarv last.** 

(h) If so, what steps, if any, have Ihhmi taken in connection with 
the remarks of the Jud^e apiinst the Deputy ( bmmissioner of Police 
and the Thana Officer of Tolly^niiifre ? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: oi) Yes. 

ih) The mutter is under the consi<leration of Oovernment. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DUTTA: Will the Ifonlde Member be* 
please<l to 4ate whetbei any •‘teps will be taken befioe the (dfi<ers 
(•(‘ncerned aie ull(<wed t<» letiie with full pension)^ 

Tho Honn^lo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know when they 
aie due to retire but I may leiiiind the Inoi'ble member that the lli^rh 
(’■>urt liu^ lefu^ed to Hutiction their piose<'Ution for perjury. I cannot 
say whether they aie t<» retire. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DUTTA: My <iuestion is this: whether 
any steps will be taken within a reasonable jieriod of timeP 

Tho HonOilo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Ve>. 

DMonu 8rijut Naromlra Nath Bon. 

14 . Mr. 1IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: ia) Will the Hon’bl^ 
Member in charge of the P(diti<*ul De|>artment W pleased to atate — 

( 1 ) when Srijut Xarendra Xath Sen was arrested; 

tif) when he was removed to Burma; and 

(til) the present condition of his health? 

(b) Is it a fart that Srijut Xarendra Xath Sen has been suffering* 
from nervous breakdow'ii? 

<c) Is it a fact that Srijut Xarendra Xath Sen has Wn suffering 
from brain complaint? 
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(d) Ib it a fact that confinement in jail is injuriouB to Srijut Narendra 
Nath Sen under the present condition of his health? 

(e) Have the Government considered the desirability of his release 
under the present condition of his health? 

TIM Hofi’Me Mr. W. D, R. PRENTICE: (a) (i) September 19th, 
1926. 

(ii) June 4th, 1926. 

(m) He was last medically examined on June 24th, 1928, and his 
iiealth was found to be good. 

(h) No. 

(c) No. 

(d) He is not in jail but in village domicile. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Detenu late Srijut Anurup Sen. 

IS. Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble 

Jtfeml)er in charge of the Political Department be pleased to .state — 

(a) the date on which Srijut Anurup Sen was arrested; 

(6) the condition of his health when he was arrested; 

(c) names of the places where he was detained ; 

(</) whether and w hen he had contracted malaria ; 

(c) if so, what the Government did for the treatment of Srijut 
Anurup Sen when he was detained in Bengal; 

{/) the condition of his health when he was externed from Bengal; 

((/) the steps taken by the 'Government for the treatment of Srijut 
Anurup Sen at Benares; 

(//) whether the Government are aware that Anurup Babu had 
to go to a charitable institution for maintenance; and 

<i) whether the Government are aware that Srijut Sen had met hia 
death in a charitable institution for want of money and 
of help. 

Thg Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) 19th December, 1926. 

(b) and {d) So far as Government are aware, the state of his health 
at the time of his arrest was satisfactory, but on the 1st March, 1927, 
he stated that he had been suffering fnmi malaria for a long time, 
from l)efore his arrest. 
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(c) Alipor© Central Jail for two moiith!^ and Maynn^uri, district 
Jalpaiguri. 

(e) He received treatment in Alipore Central Jail. He was also 
examined and treated by the Civil Surgeon in Jalpaiguri hospital and 
at Maynaguri by the medical officer in charge and by the Civil Surgeon, 
Jalpaiguri. 

(/) His condition was reported to be satisfactory except for n slight 
return of dysenteric symptoms, 

(g) He was visited by the Ovil Surgeon of Benares, whose fee* 
and the cost of necessary medicines were borne by this Government. 

(h) No. 

(f) Government are aware that he died at the liam Krishna House 
of Service at Beimres, but have no information that he was in want 
of money and of help. The detenu was given an allowance of Ks. 60 
[)er month and his sister who went to nurse him an alb»wance of Hs, 10 
l>er month. 

Babu SUBENDRA NATH BISWASt When waiy the order pasHed? 

ThaHon’blaMr.W.D.R. PRENTICE: I cannot say. 

Babu 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: When uu s the detenu first 
visited by the Civil Surgeon? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 cannot you the date. 

Babu SURENORA NATH BISWAS: H. »w many times be wu»t 
visited b^ the Civil Surgeon? 

Th0 Hon’blf Mr# W. Da R« PRENTICE: I do not rernember. But 
if the hon’ble meiul>er cares to come round to my office I will nIiow the 
papers to him, 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: K it a fact that he was 
removed to the Ham Krishna Mission Home for want of proper 
treatment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, as far as I know. 

Babu SURENORA NATH BISWAS: What wa^ the immediate 
cause of his death? 

(The Hon’ble Member’s answer was not beard at the Reporters’ 
table.) 
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Rivers Chandane and Upper Coemar in Faridpur. 

16. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) WiU the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Deiwrtment of Irrigation be pleased to state whether 
any decision has been arrived at on the question of improving the con- 
dition of the rivers Chandana ” and ‘‘ Upper Coomar ” in the 
district of Faridpur? 

(h) If so, what is the decision? 

The Hon’Me Nawab Bahadur 8AI YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: (a) and ih) yot yet. The survey has 
been completed, and the rejKirt of the local officers is awaited. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: When was the survey of the 
Coomar <'ompleted? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB AUl CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: About a year ago. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Wh eii was the river Chandana 
surveyed ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYf D NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I must ask for fresh notice. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: In answer to a question asked by me 
a few months ago I was told that the sursey was> being made. I take it 
that the survey has been completed within the last week. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Dr. Ra> will you put it in the form of a questiopP 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Since how long the survey has been 
completed P 

Tha Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I cannot .say. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Were the local officers consulted 
rt^arding the suiwey? 

Tha Hon^lt Nawab Bahadur 8A I YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I must ask for fresh notice. 
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Baba SURENORA NATH BItWAt: How does the Hon'ble Member 

that the survey has been completed? What is the source of his 
information? 

TIM Hofi’bla Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The report from t)ie Chief Engineer. 

Ral HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURI: Is it a fact that the report 
was completed a year ago but that it ha^ not been submitted to the 
Government of Bengal? 

(No answer was given.) 

4 p.m. 

Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURI: Am I not entitled to a 
reply ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I take it that the Hou’hle Member does not feel 
inclined to reply. 


D4tanu SHJut datindranath Daa. 

17. Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: (a) Will the Ilon'ldc MemW 
in charge of the Political DeiMirtnient In* pleased to state whether the 
attention of the Government has liecn drawn to the fact that detenu 
8rijut Jatindi’anath Das, now confined in Mianwali Jail, Punjab, is in 
a very bad state of health due to the extreme heat of the place? 

(ff) Is it a fact that he has been confined to a small cell and is not 
permitted to move freely even in the jail compound? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Memlier aware that the manner of the prei»ara- 
tion of food at Mianwali is not at all congenial to the Bengali taste? 

(fl) Is it not a fact that detenu.s in Bengal jails have mostly been 
sent out of jails? 

(e) Do the Government intend to bring Srijut Jatindramith Das 
back to Beugral? 

Tht Hofi’blt Mr. W. D. R. PREMTIGE; (o) The reiHirts received 
do not show that the detenu is in a bud state of health. 

(b) No. 

(c) No*, a Bengali cook was sent to Mianwali to prepare the 
detenus’ meals* 

(d) Yes. 

(e) It is under consideration. 
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Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08B: ^Vitb reference to (a) bas tbe 
Medical OflScer of tbe Mianwali Jail reported Ibe bealtb of tbe detenu 
to be Kati.sfactorj^P 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot tell you tbe actual 
words used, but tbe Medical Officer’s reports do not show that tbe 
detenu was in a bad state of health. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Durin;^ the last three months 
ha^ not the dc4enu suft'ered in health? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Not so far as I know. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: With reference to (h) was the 
detenu confined in a cell by himself or in a room alonj^ with other 
detenus? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: So far as I recollect tbei^ 
were two of them in one r(X)m. 


D6tenu Srijut 4lban Lai Chatarjaa. 

18. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the INditieul Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the Oovernment is aware that Srijut Jibau Lai 

('haterjee, exleriiee State prisoner, is still sufiering from 
haemoj>tysis and rise of temiKtrature at Almorah; 

(b) whether the Oovernment is aware that owing to the illness 

of almost all the family memlH‘rs of Jiban llabu, he is not 
getting the much needed complete rest i)rescril)ed by doctors; 
(t) whether the Oovernment is aware of the fact that owing to 
enormous medical exi)enses Jibau Balm has to curtail some 
of his diet exjienses at the risk of his life; and 
{<!) whether the Oovernment is considering the desirability of 
enhancing the allowances of Jiban Babu or of removing his 
family to his house ns early as possible inasmuch as tbe 
health of the members of his family is gradually breaking 
down at Almorah? 

The Hon*bl0 Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Babu Jiban Lai 
Cbaterjee is not now an externee State prisoner. He has been released 
subject to the conditions specified in section 11 (/) (a), (b) and (c) of 
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the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. He ia reported to be 
Auifering from phthisis. 

. (6) No. 

(r) No. 

id) In March, 1028, Babu Jibnu lad Chaterjet* was asked to show 
in what resj)ect his present allowunc'e was inad^Hpiate, but he has never 
replied to this letter. Ke(‘tMitly a lump sum was granted to im»et the 
cost of the medical treatment of some of the memlH*rs of his family, 
and the question of their reimivul from Almorah will U* considered a-* 
soon as Babu Jiban Lai Cliaterjee replies to the letter sent to him in 
March, 1928. 


Point of onlor. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: On a point of order. May 
I put a quest i(m to you us reganls the motion of amendment of which 
I gave notice but which wa.s disallowed by you}' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you rise on a point of order }^ 

Babu dITEMDRALAL BANNERdEE: What 1 want to know ia 
whether I can put a (]Uestion to you at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not quite uinlerxtuml wbut you iiieun. 

Babu JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: (Nie of my motions 
amendment was disalhtwed by you. I submit that it lias been di»-nIlowe(l 
on insufficient and wrong grounds. May I draw' your attention to that? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, I think you are making an attempt to 
critici.se my decision. You are not peiiiiitted to do that, 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I am not giving any opinion 
whatever. I submit a jKiint t<»r your consideration, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If I understood you all rfgbt, you were really 
criticising my decision on that jKiirit, you ought to know your limita- 
tion.s. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE S I know my limitations per- 
fectly well but it seems to me that' that decision was wrong and there- 
fore I am jbstified in placing liefore this House that de<dsion now. 

Mf* PRESIDENT: Tou can only rise on a point of order without 
making any comments on my ruling. 
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Bilni JITENORALAL BANNERilEE: I do aot make any comments. 
Hy motion ran thus : 

This Council recommends that the appointment of a committee 
of the Legislative Council to assist the Statutory' Commission be post- 
poned till after the Government have placed before this Council the 
memorandum which they have prepared (or may hereafter prepare) 
for submission l)efore the Commission with reference to the question of 
further constitutional reforms for India in order that the Council may 
/express its opinion upon the same.*’ 

This amendment was disallowed by you on the ground that it was 
not within the scope of the resolution but may I point out that my 
motion of amendment practically amounts to a motion for postponement 
not sine die but postponement till after certain contingencies and I 
submit that motion for postponement is always in order. You have 
allowed such motions in this Council. My motion is practically a motion 
of postponement till after certain things happened, till Government 
have submitted that memorandum to the House and till this House has 
^ot an opportunity of considering it. Will you please tell me what is 
wrong in this amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You raised the question of a memorandum which 
was not within the scope of the resolution. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I do not raise the question 
•of memorandum at all; I simply .stated that the consideration of the 
particular question raised by the Hon’ble Xawab Bahadur be postponed 
till after the Government did certain things. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: In my opinion your amendment had also the 
-effect of a negative vote and so was not within the scope of section 42 of the 
Bengal Legislative Council Rules and Standing Orders. Thei*e need 
be no further di.scussiou on this matter, although you may differ with 
me. 


Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: But I beg to submit that 
■jierfectly analogous amendments have been allowed by the President. 


Mr. PREilbENT: But your amendment was not in order. 
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(on mattora of goneral publio intoroat). 

Appointmont of a Committoo to aasiat tho tUtutory Commiatioii. 

Tho Honltlo Nawab Bahailur SAIYIO NAWAB ALI 
CHAUOHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Ohanbari: Mr. President. Sir. 1 rise 
to move that this Council rt^commeuds to the (fovernineiit that steps 
lie taken to >rive eflfe<*t to the proposal of the Statutory Commission that 
a Committee of the JiC^islative Council he up(M)inted to assist the 
Commission. 

It is obvious. Sir, that this lesolution deals with a matter of the 
jrreatest impoitame. and t»ne that has aroused much controversy in 
Benfral and elsewhere in India. I pixipose to state us hrielly as I can 
why this resolutifui has l»efMf placeil liefoie the Couiiril, and why the 
Ooveriiment of lb npil a^k the ('ouncil tf> accept it. 

As we all know, the ('ommission has been appointed by His Majesty 
the Kin^^-Kmperor with the concurrence of both Houses of Parliament 
under secti<m H4A of the (fovernmeiit of India Act, the Act under which 
this Council is also constituted. The CommiMion has l»een appointed 
for the purpose of enquiring into the working? of the Nysteiii of (Jovern- 
ment, the jrn)wth of education and the devebipment of representative 
institutions in British India and mutters connected therewith, and is to 
report as to whether, and to what extent, it is desirable to establi.sh 
the principle of icsponsible ^'overnment (»r to extend, imalify fU’ lestrict 
the decree of resi»onsible p»vernment n<»w exist inj;. 

I do not pr(»pf»se. Sir, to discuss to-duy the cont?i>versy re^anlin^f 
the compositifui of the ('oiiimi>sif»n, Wyond sayiim that whilst I share 
the refji’ret expre^ed by very many of my count rviiien, InUh in Berifral 
and elsewhere, that the Indian element was not included in the Com- 
missifm, at the hume time I refo^’iiise that there were jfreat practical 
difficulties in selcftini? and including Indians who would have fairly 
represented the many races and communities in this ^reut Continent. 
It is obvious. Sir, that Sir dohn Simon and the other memlfers of the 
Commission have felt that in f»rder to discharf^e the frreat tusk that has 
been laid upon them, it is es.sential that they should secure the help 
and co-operation of Indians, and in particular, of those representative 
Indians who are to W found in the lie^islotive Assembly and in the 
liegisiative Councils. It is due to that desire for our co-operation that 
we are to-day asked to a^ree to the appointment of a committee of this 
Council. 

The task which the Commission has to perform is to examine the 
evidence and the facts which are placed before it, to elicit what further 
tnlormation it may consider necessary, to report the result of its 
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enquiries, and to advise the Houses of Parliament on the question of 
the development of responsible jfovernment in India. In the per- 
formance of that task the Commission have asked Indians to join them 
on free and equal terms. In Sir John Simon's lei ter of the 6th 
February the Commission sujffrested that the two Houses of the Central 
legislature should be invited to choose from their non-ofhcial members 
a joint committee, which might conveniently be 7 in number, and that 
each local Legislative Council should l>e asked to constitute a similar 
body. These committees were to form with the Commission a joint free 
conference, and in dealing with central subjects, the conference was to 
consist of the Commission and the central committee, whilst in the 
provinces it would be joined by the committees of the I^egislative 
(^mncils. Since that letter was written the Commission have made more 
clear the functions which the pi*oviucial committees will })erform. In 
the letter of the 28th March it was stated that if at the end of the 
sittings oi the joint conference in any province, the piuvincial com- 
mittee wished to express its own view in a rei>ort, the CommTssion vill 
give this report full consideration as one of the documents before them, 
and will include it among the ])apers which will be printed and presented 
to Purliainent. I would impress upon the Council what this means 
that on the important questions which will come before Parliament 
when it receives the report of the Commission, the report of our com- 
mittee will also be taken into consideration. The (Council will decide 
on one of the amendment', which are to be considered to-day, whether 
that report shall have the previous approval of this House. The Com- 
mission have also made it clear that our committee will have equal 
rights with its own members in conducting the iiujuiry. In reply to the 
resolution of the committee appointed by the Punjab Council it has 
been announced that the Commission has de< ided that in the matter of 
examination of witnesses and access to documents, the Commission will 
treat each Indian committee within whose scope the matter in question- 
falls, on equal terms with itself. I venture to think. Sir, that by this 
decision regarding procedure the (N)mmi>.sion has shown not only its 
strong desire to secure the (‘o-operation of the Legislative Councils, < but 
has also proved the friendliness of the feeling which animates both its 
own memlwi's ami the memWrs of the Parliament which has entrusted 
it with its task. The way in which that task is fulfilled is a matter of 
vital interest to all the peoples of India. It is neecfless for me to dwell 
at length on the importance of seeing that a full and fair statement of 
facts, and a correct representation of the views and feelings of the people 
in all parts of India, should be placed before Parliament; but I would 
briefly refer to one matter which is of peculiar importance to Bengal. 


For the past 7 years Bengal has suffered from the unfair financial 
settlement known as the Meston Award. In every department of 
Oovernment and in every branch of public work, that financial wttlfr- 
tneni has made substantial progress impossible. Before the Reforms. 
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Were introdu^t^d the joint Parliaineutary couiiuittee reco^uitied the 
,|>eculiar disabilities imposed on Bengal by this settlement and recom- 
mended the case of Bengal to the spec'ial consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India. Iii spite of that retH>miuetidatioii, our continued pro- 
tests and appeals have l>een unavailing. But at last our opjaui unity 
has come. The ('omuiission will examine the o]>eration ot the Meston 
Award, and our committee will have an unrivalled op)H>rtunity of 
presenting and enforcing our claims, I^et us not forget that a I'evision 
of the financial settlement is likely to meet with opposition from other 
<iuartcrs. We must l)e prepnivd to meet that opiMisitioii. and (here is 
no better way of doing it than by sending t«» work with the ('ommissioii 
the best representatives we can select. If there weiv no other reason, 

I would still commend iny resolution to this Hf)UNe for (his reuinm 
alone. Whatever the constitution iiiny !»c, Bengal cannot advance as 
tongas the fiiuincial starvation iiu|M»sed hy (he Meston Award is allow6<l 
to pei^ist. In asking us to upiwdut a committee, the ('oiuiiiissioii hare 
given Us a great opportunity, and I confidently ask the t\>uneil not to 
reject it. 


4*1o p.in. 

It may save the time of the (\>uiicil it I indicate hiiefly the 
attitude whiih (loverniuent prop<Kes t<» take towards the amendments 
which appeal oii the list of business. To those uinendiuents wliicli 
a*»k that the lonsidciutioii of the resolution he postponed, ( ioverniiient 
are strongly opposed. If our committee is to take an effective share 
in the work of the (’onmiission, it is obvious that its apjioiiitment 
should iio longer be dcbiNeil. 

There aie two aiucmlments which propose (he substitution of some 
other phrase toi the phrase in luy lesolutioii that the coimuittee be 
appointed to assist tb<* (’oiuinissiou. I itiny say at once that if the 
('ouiicil prefer eithei the phrase suggested hy Mi. Faisbul lluq or by 
Mnulvi Abdul Karim, I am willing to accept either. 

There aie other amemlment- which projwise that instructions of 
various kinds lie givioi to the coiumitt»*e. To these amendments 
(biveriinient are opposed. It is in their opinion umlesirable that the 
members of the (ominittee whom the Council may selnt to work with 
the Comini.ssion in the task of examining (he evidence and asceilain- 
ing the facts, should l>e hampered by instructions which would prejudge 
the issues. I would suggest to the iiiemWiH who wish to commit the 
Council to the expression of ofdiiions on the important pr<»blenis raised 
in their amendments, that they slumld endeavour to do this by submit- 
ting resolutions in an ordinary session of the Council. If it is the 
desire of the Council that such matters should be considered hy it, 
OoTernment will endeavour to provide the necessary facilities. 



08 


SIMON COMMISSION. 


[9th JutY 


There are other amendments which propose that the committee 
should submit a report to the Council. On this, the attitude of the 
(iovemment will be that if the Council desires that its committee shall 
prepare a report and submit it to the Council before it jroes to the 
Commission, the Council are clearly entitled to give instructions to 
this effect to the committee. Government therefore will not oppose such 
amendments, although they recognise that if the Council proposes to 
examine the rep<)rt and express opinions about it before it is submitted 
to the ('’oinmission, the Council will be isetting itself a very difficult 
task. 

I have already shown that the members of our committee will 
enjoy equal rights with the members of the Commission in the matter 
of the examination of witnesses and access to docunientis. The amend- 
ments which refer to that matter ask for a right which is already 
assured. 

To the amendment proposed by Mr. Suhrawardy that the committee 
be instructed not to begin its lalK)urs of a^^i sting the Statutory Com- 
mission until the lo<al Government publish the memorandum prepared 
by it, and this Coumdl gets an opportunity of expressing its views on 
it, G<n'ernment are opposed. It is the duty of Government to submit 
its memorandum to the Commission. It is for the Commission to sa\ 
whether that memorandum shall be published. I may, however, 
remind the Council that the Commission have already directed the 
sending of the material affecting the Punjab, to the Punjab Committee, 
and it may be premme<l that they will follow the same course in 
dealing with material received from Bengal. 

In conclusion I would like to (pioTe to the Council the w<u<ls of 
His Kxcellency the G<»verm>r this morning when he was laying the 
foundation stone of the new Council chamber: — 

“ The Commission,’' he said, “ appointed for the purpo.se of advi.s- 
ing Parliament upon the future (b)vernment of India will start ^heir 
work in India in the course of a few montli?^. It must l)e admitted 
that they have already given marked evidence of their desirt* to meet 
fairly the wishes of moderate Indian opinion l>y their request for co- 
operation of a committee of equal numbers upon equal terms from the 
Indian TiCgi.slatures and also from the Provincial Councils. They have 
invited these Prr)vincial Committees not only to hear the evidence but 
also to study all documentary materials put up by or through the liocal 
Governments, with a view to enabling them to guide the Commission 
aright towards a fair and impartial judgment. 

I have ever>’ confidence that Bengal will rise to her responsibility 
and accept the opportunity so offered.” 

I commend the resolution to the acceptance of the House. 
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Mw HALINIRAMAN BARKER: I htg to luoTe, by way of 
luiiendment, that the eoiii$ideratioxi of the le.'iolutiuu be postponeii sine 
die. 

' Sir, though in order to aecomiuodate uiy^elf to the reNtrictionti of 
the pre!»eut Standing Orders, 1 have been obliged to bring in a motion 
for postponement sine die — I should make it clear that our attitude 
to the Commission remains what it has always l>een. On this side of 
the House we are determined that we shall have nothing to do with 
the Commission at any fitage or in any form. The reason is that we 
are thoroughly eonviiired that this involves our being subjected to an 
examination in regard to our fitiie'is for self-government. We refuse 
to be a party to the inHictiou of such a humiliation. This country 
must have the [n'eimnderuting voice in the determination of its <iwn 
constitution and in the alienee of any scheme hoving that effect, our 
c<Mi|>eration is outside the pale of serious consideration. 

I do not propose U) go into the details of our arguments which 
have already, in many a memorandum and many a spee<'h from many 
a leadei, l>ecn advanced with great for<*e and unshakable logic*. Hefore 
we estimate the usefulne-^ <»f assisting the ('ommissidu in order to 
a<’<|uiie more jMilitical powei's for us, if we tiv to gunge the effect of 
Indian autonomy on Ilritish vested interests, then it will hec’onie clear 
that it is idle to expect that a British (NuamisHiim would of their own 
accord yield to us po\vel^^ substantial enough to satisfy nui real wants. 
T’nder the existing ordei of things (foveiiiment in India is the ptim i}ml 
means by which the British accjuiie, retain and extend (heir interests 
in this countiy. The jdain and simple c|uesii<»n, therefoie, at one** 
aiises: What will he the leperciif^iou of Indian freedom on the 

foitunes of British industry and c‘omiiierce!^ 

The nii.swcr is ecjually simple and obvious, Tbe conflict of inlerest» 
at present between the two <*ouiitries U «-o marked that what is (o thf 
ei'onomic interest of India is to the detriiiieiit of Britain. Kven th« 
half-hearted measures inaugurated with a view to regulate the puirhuHe 
of stores from India — instead nf from the India ttflice — have already 
pioduced an adverse effect on the export (nide of iMiglancl. India ns 
a dependency is the chief proji of Biitish Indi''^tiv. India supplies 
(he raw materials f<»r British factoiiiv. and absoibs the munufuctuied 
ailicles which aie pushed into the markets heie bv the combined eff<*ct 
of custom tariffs, railway rates, sea freights and abu'^e of patronage. 
Whenever British trade is under a cloud, conditions in India can be 
so manipulated as to facilitate a free outflow of gfuals from Britain. 
If unemployment figures are rising in Kiigland, the Government tn 
India have to scour the whole ccmiitry for ‘‘orders “ big or small. The 
Grand Trunk Canal, Bally Bridge, ITowrah Bridge, King George*# 
Dock, — what need is there to detail the list of “orders** whose sole 
utility k the relief of uneinployinent at “ Floine?** The wagon 
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scandal, which accounted for a railwaj* expansion of Rs. 150 crores, 
the benefits of which were solemnly pledged to an Indian induistr^' and 
most unjustly given away to British films, is the most notorious 
example of such a policy. Then again, British finance gains not a 
little from the subjection of the Indian continent. Currency and 
credit are not only unorganised but positively disorganised by forces 
working in the interests of British finance. The Secretary of State 
swoops down like a hawk on Indian resources, whenever there is need 
or opportunity, and carries off his prey. As an example, we have only 
to reniember the succulent fare which the Reverse Councils supplied 
to the liondon magnates. London, which claims to be the world’s 
financial centre, is important mainly because India’s financial resource^ 
have made it so. The advantages to the Britishers settled within the 
country are no less remarkable. In tmde and industry, in the seivices 
and the professions he has always the vantage and can rely upon the 
support of (Government whenever his interests are on the wane or are 
threatened by any attempt of the people of the country to rai^^e their 
heads. 

These are not isolated instances which can be explained away as 
accidental mistakes or extenuated as errors of judgment. I have not 
the slightest doubt in niy mind that it is all a case of a delibeiate 
policy of utilising the domination of India for the exploitation of the 
financial, commercial and industrial possibilities of this country to the 
maximum extent possible. We shall indeed be mad men to believe 
that I’jjgland can willingly or even gracefully yield a petition of such 
far-reaching and vital advantages or that any Britisher can have the 
courage to propose any such scheme of self-denial simply to win over 
our co-operation with its commission! 

It has been said by a prominent ex-offitdo loyalist who has had Iun 
advance payment in the shape of Knighthood and expects to get 
further bureaucratic recognition, that so long as their material and 
funduinentul objects of trade and commen'e are secured, no natjon 
would lie inclined to shoulder the additional burden or incur the 
unnecessary worry of the governance of a country .simply for the fun 
of governihg it.” Precisely so. Our point of view (ould not have 
been phrased better. England has secured “ these very material and 
fundamental objects;” but the governance of the country in the interest 
or otherwise of the governed is neither an ” unnecessary worry ” nor 
Ml additional burden shouldered gratuitiously. Not only is this 
governance in itself a paying proposition but the edifice of economic 
domination is to-day resting on the foundations of this governance. 
Sir, it has been said and repeated ad nauseuin that Britain has given 
freedom to her colonies; and that ergo there is nothing to prevent her 
from extending that freedom to India. In the first place, it is wrong 
to assume that Wause bloody wars were not fought in all cases, 
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Britain was ever eaprer or leady to giv'e freedom to her eoloiiies. 
Never has any co«ceft.sion of freedom been made in the aWiu'e of 
effeetive pressure on the part of the rolonies; but even apart frt>m that, 
there is no point in comparing: our position with that of the eolonies. 
They were at least unite<] by ties of blood and could nlwny«4 rattle the 
sword. Even the handful of British settlers in Kenya did that three 
or four years ago. 

Then what is the motive liehind these inquiries — behind the activities 
of this Commission y These inquiiies are intendeil to publish ahnmd 
Mindly defects in our education, communal relations and such other 
matter> — <lefect'» for which 1 say and we all say. British rule is mainly 
respoik'^ihle, and for whi<‘h no Biitish offiiual if he is honest I’an dis- 
avow resfMinsihility. 

I repeat the Briti'*h hn\e shrewdly hit on thin t'ommissioii or 
Inquiry system a** a means nf advertising to the vvorhl at large these 
our ^h<»iicomings real oi <»therwise in the hoj»e that they can thereby 
prolong their eeimoioic sdvereignty witliout ullowiitg it to htok like 
political tyranny. Mr. Suklatwula lias expo’-ed this hypia risy in words 
which should iing in the ear of every true Britisher; “You make a 
ludir rous picture of the Imliun jieiqde. you try tt> make a virtuous 
picture of your-eU juul you know that Iwith are untrue." 

Were (lieat Btitain snieere in her pr(*fessjon.s she would have 
openly re<*ognised what nhe known to he true in her heart of heuitn. 
that what is wanted is not a judgment on one by the other, oi a fn*sh 
investigation hut a w<ifkahle settlement between the tw<i great people**. 
And the only method of ai riving at this U to bring alMiut. as ('’tdonel 
Wedgwood put it, "a settlement by the people who could deliver the 
goods by plenipotentiaries who would cleal us equals rouml a table." 
I .say it is a mutual settlement which in \\nnted. For 1 warn Britain 
that we have come to the parting of the wavs. We want freedom 
inspite of all our shortc-omings and we would have it to-day if we had 
the material roMUirces at our disposal. The standard of I'evolt which 
our leader Deshhandhu Chittaranjan Das raised has nc»t been Ic^wered. 
The spirit of war is ahroad and if you want that this shonld disappear 
you should adopt the means of diploniac’v based on princ iples of natural 
justice not hampered hv jietti fogging c’cuvstitutionnlisni. This repre- 
sents the real feeling of the country. That is what ineml»ers cm this 
aide of the House have always deinaticled, and can now pcdnt to a 
definite precedent in the settlement of the Irish question. Such a 
Round Table Conference in Downing Street with Michael Collins and 
Ixird Birkenhead and other Irish and British leaders finally settled a 
natter which generations of British statesmen and Tri«h leaders were 
not able to settle for ages. 

4^30 p.m. 
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There is one other intere^stinpr feature of the Irish settlement, the 
significance of which w^ill be obvious to you. Sir John Simon, wbo is 
to-day the chief exponent of the new-fangled ideas of ** sovereign 
authority ” and “ trusteeship of the Parliament ** applauded from hia 
seat in the House of Commons in November, 1922, the newly framed 
Irish constitution. He applauded it, Sir, not as his present views and 
capacity would imply, ])ecause the Parliament had a hand in it but 
expres'-ly becau.^o Parliament had no hand in it, and more especially 
because it was the creation of the Irish pOviple themselves. 

But now Sir John is playing a different role. Instead of the 
enthusiastic Jiiberal applauding the action of Government in according 
freedom to a subject (\)untrv he has become the chief instrument for 
perpetuating a diametrically oppo^ite policy. He invokes with equal 
vehemence that same Parliamentary initiative and control which he 
vehemently denounced in 102V. He now refuses that same popular 
right to determine the form of government which he then c-onsidered to 
be the essence of any constitution. Never has there Wen such a fall 
as Sir John SimonV 

In defence of thi< attitude the British now take their stand on the 
Preamble to the Government r)f India Act and the theory of Parliament’^ 
trusteeship of the dumb millions f)f this country. That is a preamble 
Sir, which the Gongress ha^ never accepted. This authority of the 
Parliament has been claimed on moral as well as in legal grounds'. One 
can have no feeling other than Oieei di-gust when England affects this 
moral po-e. I go further and say that eveiy honest and scrupulous 
Britisher who attempts to speak of England having safeguarded the 
country in any disinterested way must feel the lie sticking in his throat. 
This moral responsibility. Sii, is the most insincere shibWleth ever 
recorded in the history of nation-. To come to the que^stion of legal 
right, is there any insuperable difficulty in Parliament ratifying a 
constitution which has been designed by the Indian people? For our 
part we have alwuysS st(K)d for an adjustment of interests Wtween 
England and India and have also evinc ed our readiness to discuss ^he 
matter us man to man and hud hoped that sooner or later it 
would be possible to anive at an acceptable settlement. But those 
hopes have Wen belied, for England is not swayed even by considera- 
tion of that enlightened self-interest which, os Sir Basil gave out, makes 
in the long run for Wtter understanding and better co-operation Wtween 
the peoples .if the wcnld; she is, on the other hand, obsessed by that 
crude instinct of tightening the grip over whatever ill-gotten pelf may 
have come into her hands. 

To those who prefer to try this Commissi in for what it is worth I 
would say that it is even worse than the diarchy which we have all found 
to W so expensively useless. The life of diarchy was at least limited 
t(' ten years. But if we co-operate with the Commission we shall help 
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tiiem to mate* with all artificer which recant experience haa taught^ 
no lese a viciouK s^hani, with, God alone knows, how much Ioniser a leaaa 
of life ! The dangers of trying this for what it may be worth are thua 
unlimited in extent and unforeseeable in time. 

To such timid minds as cannot ^ a radiant futuie for India as we 
do 1 a*ould give the as«^rance that the fuither you are in the heart of 
winter, the nearer is the cMUting of spring. And to those communities 
who might still think nf their immediate concerns more than of the 
jH-rmancnt intei-csts of the nation I must repeat the wimls which Mr. 
diiinah addressed to his own coininunity. “ \\m will not get even the 
proverbial thirty pieces of silver which dudas got for betraying hia 
master,” 

There is one final won! I should Miy befme I resume my sent. I 
would refer to the undignified tactics that (loverninent is employing 
foi securing the c(M»peiati<in of (his Council foi the ('oinmisision. 

• • • • « • • 

I should appeal to the leaders of the various parties not to leave 
our national self- res jiect and freedom to he sold away hy jiuhlic auctitoi 
in spite of the fact that every defection from national feeling may he 
paid for on what I iiiav i-all a ^tiit tly i-oiiniiercial basis. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mv attention has been dtawn to sj>i»e of your 
leinaiks which ca^t a icficctior on Hi- Kxccllcncy the thiveinor. Will 
Nou plea-e repeat themy 

Babu NALINIRANdAN 8ARKER: « • « • * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I nni-t ask you to withdraw (he wonls liei’anse 
they lefei to His Kxcelleiicy the (hivernor. I do not think you are 
within your rights in ca-ting leHection on Hi- KxccIleticyV I'onduct. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: If to has iwt been named, 
nobody can infer anything fioni these worths. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think the implication is there— I have Ireen 
able to di*aw it. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: On a jmint of order, Sir, w it 
your business to draw iiuplicationsf' 


*A passage reflecting upon His Excellency the Gorernor has here been expunged 
by order of the President. 




li SIMON COMMISSION. [^h July 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is my business to see that no member gropes 
beyond his limits. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Is it your impression that His 
Exrellenr y the Ooveinor is referred to, that he threw out baits or used 
threats in order to secure the support of the House? Have you any 
infoiniation on the point? For luy part it di>es not pive me that impres- 
sion that Mr. Sarker wa^ referring to His Excellency in his remarks. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have no ‘‘Uch information, but I have no doubt 
in my mind that the member did caitt a serious reflection on His 
Excellency the Governor’s conduct. It is my duty to see that he does 
not do that. Will he say that he did not mean any reflection on His 
Excellency’s conduct? 

BabU NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I have not done so 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you say that you did not mean any reflec- 
tion cm Tlis Excellency’s conduct I may not po any further. 

Bibu NALINIRANilAN SARKER: I have said what I have said. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If y(ni clearly sa} that you did not refer to His 
Excellence when you u^ed those words, I iiiay accept your version, not 
otherwise. 

Babli NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I am not saying anything; 1 
have said what I have said. It is not clear from my speech. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must then ask you to withdraw those word<?; 
either deny or withdraw. 

BabU NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I am very sorry that I cannot 
withdraw. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Nor can you deny that you used those words in 
I’eference to His Excellency? 

Rli HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: He cannot be compelled to 
make any statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is no question of compulsion. 
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Sillll NALINIRAMilAN SARK CD: I do not do one way or the other 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: It my advice to the meuilier to withdraw 
those words. As President I must see that no meiulwr costs any refle<‘- 
tion on the c^mdurt of the Governor. In a case like this, a member 
should have the moral coura^** either to deny or withdraw his remarks. 

Mr. SUBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: We f»n thii<* side of the House 
feel that you are ^oiny'* out of your way in making the>»e remarks. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Hose, you aiv not right in saying that; I 
am taking your words very calmly and am not at all moved by them. 
But I must tell you, with all the empha>i'i I can command that. I am 
aU-oIutely impartial It is ni\ duty t » see that no member goe?» beyond 
the lights that really belong to liim, and that he doe>s n(»t tieu«l on 
])rohihited grounds. I do not want to compel him to withdraw. If he 
does not act up to my advice, I will not say anything more at present. 

(At 4-‘Mf p.m. the ('ouncil was adjourned and it re-usHeinldeil at 
44o p.m.) 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Sir. I rise to suppoit the 
amemlincnt of my friend Siijut Naliniiunjan Saikei and to strongly 
oppose the original Kesolution which has lH*eii moved In the Ilon'hle 
Nawub Bahadur of Dhunbaii. 

I oppt»st* the lesidution on the following besides other grounds; — 

It is an all-white ('omniission whi(di was f(Uiiied in uttei and wilful 
<lisregard to the de<duied views and sentiments of the Indian people. 
It is preposterous, most humiliating, <|uite uiipiaitical and absurd to 
think that the nation tor whiih a constitution is intended should have 
DO voi(‘e at all in the fniming of its own constitution. In fact it is 
a standing insult to our awakened piditicul cons( ir)Usness. 

The Sei'ietury of State f(»r India in suppoH of this all-white (N»m* 
mission said that it is iinp(»s,sible to get tf>gcther a (Jommishimi wdiicdi 
would be completely representative of Imlia, 

We all know and even liiud Birkenhead himself knows it <juite well 
that it is next to impossibility to get together such a repiesenlative 
body. In reality it is not merely a childidi pn>|Misition but it is u real 
practical prrddeni which must lie solved in its pit»f>er lights. May I 
ask the Noble liord that is it practically impossible to form an Indian 
Commission which will command the respect and supp^trt of the jMHipIe 
in a large majority? I.m it not such a roniiiii-*Hion more desirable and 
acceptable to the pef)ple than an all British Commission which almost 
the whole nation strongly disapprove? We demand the alxsolute right 



SIMON COMMISSION. 


f9XH JuLT 


to govern ourselvefi — the demand for the government of the people and 
by the people and a« gueh we consider it to be our inalienable right 
to frame our own constitution or to be more simple we want an India- 
made constitution for the rule and government of Indians. 

No one can deny that the Indians never invited such a Commission 
but on the contrarj' it has been thrust upon them by one who claims 
to l>e the final arbiter of the destiny of Indian people. 

I do not propose to take up the time of the House by repeating the 
arguments against this Commission as these have been repeatedly dis- 
cussed from thousand and one platforms. I should only like to add that 
Lord Hirkenhead and Sir John Simon’s attempt to outwit us have 
failed and most hopelessly failed. l^)rd Birkenhead has advised us 
to humbly, faithfully and mo^t loyally (‘o-operate with the Commission 
leaving the rewards t(»r our loyalty entirely at the good sense and mercy 
of the bureaucracy. 

The so-c‘olled concessions which Sir John Simon has recently 
announced may have been loudly applauded by the Anglo-Indian Press, 
but it has hopelessly failed to produ4*e any effect on the people at large 
It has been most rightly observed by eminent leaders like Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sapru, Mr. Jiiiiiah, Mr. Chintainani and others that these 
so-called concessions do not mee" at all the fundamental objections to 
the Commis^ion. 

The report to the Parliament will ^till be the leport of the Simon 
Seven and as L(»rd Birkenhead had stated, the Parliament will quite 
naturally be disposed to consider their report us the most reliable and 
authoritative one. Sir John Simon has so kindly siud that the provincial 
committees will have the privilege to hear the evidence and to consider 
it nlf)ng with the Commissi(»n. But on a clo^^er analysis we find that it 
does not in the lea^-t alter the situation. The Keport to the Parliament 
will still he a report of the white Commis>i()ners alone and in the pre- 
parati(»n of this report the Indian committee will have absolutely no 
part at all. ^ 

5 p.m. 

It has been said that the Commission will be able to consider the 
matter most impartially and with an unbaissed mind. But this very 
fact which has been used in their support, namely, their absolute 
ignorance of India, Iikdian bi^tory and traditions. Indian life and 
Indian politics, etc., are in fact their greatest disqualifications to shoulder 
such a task which they have been entrusted to do, 

I fail to understand, how, with such little or no knowledge of the 
Indian affairs, they will he in a position to decide the fitness of the 
nation to rule fbemselves or how they w’ill \ye able to work out a consti- 
tution for us which will have to' be worked out by us and in our own 
interest. 
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Ib fact from the true national point of view the lK)Y»‘ott of the 
Commission is an imperative national necessity and on it depends the 
honour and prestige of the Indian nation ns a whole. 

It is the constitution of our future Government that is going to he 
considered and I think it to he a po.sitive insult to our awakened national 
consciousness that no Indian find> any place in the C\mnuission, 

The right of our self-determination and our voice in Jiumlding the 
future constitution which weiv so loudly pm laiined at the time of the 
War have been completely violated. 

To my Muhammadan friends who still maintain any douht I ies|MH‘t- 
fully remind them the views expressed hy the leaders of their community 
like Moulana Muhammad Ali, Mr. Jiniiah, Sir Ali Imam, am) Khan 
Bahadur Asaduzfaman and others. 

To those of my few Moderate or Lilieral friemU in thi^ lIou>e, includ- 
ing the Hou'hle Minister Sir 1*. (\ Milter, who may he tempted to 
ignore the almost ununiiiuuis verdict of the nation against the ('tun- 
mission, I would only commend the views which have been expresKed hy 
their leaders. Referring to the s(walled con<‘ession made hy Sir John 
Simon, Sir Tej Bahadur Sai)ni only the other day said that “Speaking 
for the Lil>eral Party as a whole. I can say with confidence that Sir 
John Simon’s utterances will not make the least impressi<ui on the 
Lil>erals,” etc. Will the [.iherals in this House stand hy (he side t>f 
their accredited leader? 

No particular class or c(»mmunity will ever he able to gain much hy 
co-f)perating with the Comiiii*'Nion. But the united and crmcerled action 
of all the communities and of all the different jxditicul parties in the 
direction of the hoycc»tt of the (\uniiii'si<ni will advance our ?jutionul 
progress to a very great extent. 

Mutual friendship and g<x>(l ielati<ms between the diflerent c<»mmu- 
nities can achieve many great things hut communal hitterness only drags 
us towards our national ruin. 

So it is high time for us td pause a while to mo t seriously «'onsi<ler 
our position in the terms of tlic nation and nationalism so that we may 
decide an united line of action which will he truly henefii'ial to ih© 
Indian nation as a whole. 

History shows that in Kngland— the (onservatives, Lilwrals or 
I^abour — they wrangle and (juarrel <»ver their mutual differences but 
in a matter concerning the whole English nation as a whole they all 
shake off their mutual differences and act as a nation as a whole. 

Tbis principle can be most profitably utilised in our country and 
when our national honour and interest is at stake it is the natural duty 
of all the Indian members of all the communities to rise equal to the 
occasion and to stand as an united nation. 
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The popular Ministers in more than one province have thought it 
in the fitness of things, to be right and proper to throw off their job 
than the abject and downright surrender to the dictates of the bureau- 
cracy which wants to compel them to co-operate with the Commission 
against their own free will and against the mandate of the country. 

Now the turn has come for the Bengal Ministers and it yet remains 
to be seen how they acquit themselves in this great national trial. 

leaders of all communities have sounded a note of warning to their 
respective co-rcligionists and countrymen against the folly of being 
tempted to the apparent and so-<*alled petty personal advantages by 
being trapped into Sir John Simon’s parlour and also against the wricked, 
malicious and ubstilutely w'long poli(‘y of promoting communal interests 
to the utter sacrifice of the larger, real and permanent interests of the 
nation as a whole. In rare and exceptional cases and under extreme 
circumstances difference of opinion may occur between the different 
communities but in matters relating to the entire Indian nation as a 
whole all the communities should stand hand in hand to give an united 
front l>etore any other nation : If we fail to achieve this end then we 
w’ill surely bring about a ruin to ourselves and will put us to ridicule 
both here as well as before the world at large. 

The almost unanimous resolutions that have been passed by all sorts 
of different public lM)dies and institutions all over the country to pro- 
test against the formation of any committee of the legislative Council 
to “assist and serve” the Simon (h>nnni>sion in any form l)ear a clear 
testimony to the volume and intensity of the strong public feelings 
against the Commission. 

They have all in one voice strongly urged foi the complete boycott 
of the (^)mmission in all its forms. 

Sir, we the elected representatives of the people here feel it our 
bounden duty to obey the mandate of the country and so I hope and 
trust that all the elected rej)resentatives of the pet»ple here will all in 
one voice declare in «‘Iear and unambiguous terms that we will have 
nothing to do with the Commission. % 

If we fail to do that then we %vill be fal>e to ourselves, false to our 
country, fftlw to the history and traditions of our nation and we shall 
prove ourselves to be traitors to the countiy. 

Before coming to a final conclusion, I would only ask the House to 
consider who are the men and which are the ass(K'iations which have 
joined hands to co-operate with the Commission. 

Even men who were, until recently, the strongest supporters of the 
Government and in whom the Government also strongly relied, have 
decided not to co-operate with the Commission. 

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Sir Ali Imam, Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, Sir 
Sivaswamy Aiyer, the Maharaja of Mahmudabad, Sir M. Joshi, and 
many others — who, one and all of them, were inside the Government 
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•nd filled responsible position of a Kxe<'utive Meiul>er of either the 
Viceroy’s Council or ot the l^rovincial Councils — have all opposed the 
Commission. 

* The Indian National (\)Ufriess, the Indian Moslem l.»eajrue at Calcutta* 
the lle.‘iponsivists and the Indej>eudents, the Natit)nal IdlM^ral Federa- 
tion, the Hindu Mahasahha, the Lejj^islative Assembly, the Madras, 
Central Pi-ovinces and United Pnu'inces Councils, the leading? Indian 
commeirial bodies and almost all the public iHolies have in one voice 
opposed the Commission. 

It is a well known fact that on the 18th of Kcbruarv last the majority 
of the Muhammadan members ot the Assembly voted not with the 
Government but with tho>c who will have m»thinjr to do with the Com- 
mission. 

Even the Hon’hle Sir Pherozc Sethna, a iauiimei-cial magnet of 
Bombay and a pnniiiiient Liberal leader, opjHJsed co-opeiation with the 
Comniissicm and declared that the exclusion of Indians from the (\)m- 
missiou meant tiie taking away from them 4>f the rif^hts of eitirenship 
of the Empire and lowered them to the position of mere petitioners. 

So we should sacrifice all our personal or eiimmunal interests and 
petty advaiitajres l»efore our ^reat Indian National Alter. AVe should 
torjfive and forget all our mutual dift’ereii(‘eM and shoulil fi^bt shoulder 
to shoulder for our mutual common good and to buibi up our mijfhty 
Indian nation on such a stroii^^ basis that it will In* well nijch impossible 
lor the enemies of the country to shake it. 

In conclusion I appeal to every Indian elected member of this House 
to remember tliat by v<»tiii^ foi eo-operation with this Cotnmission we 
will be exposing ourselves to utim^st de^ra<lation in tlie eyes of the world 
at laiffe, we will defei the day ot our deliverance and thus shall prove 
to he a traitor ourselves. 

Ill fact there is no jdace of honour tor u** in the coii'^litution of this. 
Government unless we a^’iee to suiremlei al>jectly to ail tlieii demands 
aiul to play to their tune even where. 

We should mit he iiiidei an\ delusion-, we must leulise that we have 
lieen deluded only hy hiw;li promises in hi^rh sounding words on many 
a occasion. 

AVe should realise that and knowiii^r it a- it is we should cdearly 
refuse to accept the crumlis they throw' to u«. 

I hope and trust that we the elected meiiil»eis of this lL»usti shall fully 
realise our ifreat responsibility tow'ards our ow’n ct)Uiitry and nation for 
worthily maintaining the hommr of Bengal and shall stick to our atti- 
tude and shall all unite to march onward with honour and self-respect. 

With these observations I strongly support the amendment of Sri jut 
Naltniranjan Barker. 
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Rti HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the consideration of the resolution be adjourned till 
after a general election of the Council on the issues rai^red by the resolu- 
tion. Owing to a iniNtake of the Legislative Department two of my 
aiiiendments were merged into one, but this mistake has now been 
corrected. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think, you are quite satisfied now. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 have given notice 
of this amendment not so much as a member of the Congress, but as a 
member of this Council elected by a geneial constituency. I have given 
notice of it not so much because I desire to commit the Council to 
patticular political views, but because sitting here in a representative 
capacity, I should like for myself and my elected colleagues the oppor- 
tunity of approaching our constituencies and consulting their views on 
the very important issues raised by the resolution. It is alleged, Sir, 
in season and out of season, by our detractors in their reports and blue 
books that in voting on im|K>rtant (juestions we are more guided by 
our political views and predilections and think less of our electois and 
their wishes. I want, Sir, to test the sin<*erity of those detractors once 
and for all and know whether they are prepared to allow this Council 
to seek for the verdict of the people of Bengal on such a capital issue. 
The tiuducers of the people’s representatives further alle'ge in their 
jeports and blue books that we do not take sufficient care to educate 
the electorate. Are they prepared to give the elei ted members a fresh 
opportunity to educate their electors on the important que'-tions raised 
by the resolution 

The appointment, constitution, pioceilure and function <d the Simon 
Commission have raised questions affect ing the future position, status, 
and constitution of the <‘ountrv. (’an any one pretend that these,; vital 
que'^tions were before the electois at the last general election or that 
they come within the scope of our delegaticmy We who are elected to 
represent our countrymen here, must we not consult them before we go 
to assist this one-sided enquiry instituted hy an interested party, carried 
out by a non-Indian agency, and presided over by a person who waxed 
eloquent on one principle in supporting the Irish Free State Bill and 
is pursuing and giving effect to quite a different one on the Indian 
aoil? Simply because u command comes from overseas, mus^t we, 
without a mandate from our constituencies, assoc‘iate with the Gommis- 
aion on which Indians have no place, with which Indians are only 
tmffered to associate, to whose rejmrt Indians have no right i?o snbiieribe, 
and decisions oh whose recommendations will be taken not by the Indian 
people and their representatives? We know it at least from one of 
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Sir John Simon's sjjeet hes that the constitutions of other parts of the 
British dominions were prepared by the representatives K»f those doiui- 
ntons. Only here in this case a tiilferent pnaedure is to lie followed. 
India must not be allowed to frame her own future constitution. The 
report will be made and tlie lines of the future c«mstitution indicated 
by an alien body because, as Ixird Birkenhead has said with the jrreatest 
frankness, the Britij^i Parliament cannot trust any but its own repre- 
sentatives even in makiiiK the imiuiiy and the report. 

r>-Jo p.m. 

Knowing this position and yet without a mandate from our consti- 
tuencies how can we po to as>ist a rommission appointed in denial of 
India’s birth-ripht, constituted in frank distrust of India and Indians 
without explaining the whole situation to our elcctois and definitely 
knowing their miiuiy For after all we are here to interpret their wishes 
and not ours whatever our individual opinion might he. 

Then again it is a well-known principle “ Delegatus non iwitest 
delega»x.” Delegates as we are, here have wc the j>ower to delegate 
.Neven memliers to make or mar the future of the country unless we are 
specially charged to ds> so}^ But then the penny wise snyh “ You imist 
make the he>t of a hud job, do and insist on India’*! demands in the 
conference.” The c hance of speaking is yours undouhtedly hut of the 
rights of rec'omiiiendiikg, tar less of taking d«*cisions. you have none. 
Notes of dissent however at)Iy penned have no place in the parliatnentarv 
scheme though they may find a plac'e in the annexure or appendix to the 
Commission’s report. F'or \\as it not said hy lyord Birkenhead again 
that Parliament in ap{H>iiitin^ the (^miiiiiss'ion expected u uiuinimous 
rejHU't and what cun “ unanimous ” mean hut unanimous in the rejec*- 
tion of all advanced Indian views and demands. The Prussinn junker 
on the Knglish soil says ” Boycott or no l>oyc*ott, the (Vnnmission will 
carry out its task.” I^t it, if it c*un. So carried out their task the 
Austrian Emperor’s agents with reference to Hungary, so carried out 
their tusk the agents of the Tsar in Russia, so c^arried out their task 
only recently and nearer home the Milner Coin mission in March, 1920. 
The last AVorld War has not certainly led to elimination of all 
” Kaisers ” and Kultur ” leaders that we all know. 

Francesco Nitti has rightly said: — 

“ We believe that we had overthrown William II. . . . But the 
spirit which lived in him remain^. Certain heads of flovem- 
ttient are now uttering words w'hich he would never have dared to speak, 
wcixis which ai-e an absolute negation not only of freedom and 
deiiKKrracy, but of the very principles of social order. Insanely, 
eynieally, force is exalted, imperialistic proclamattons are drawn up, 
the right of conquest is declared. . . - Ten years ago, in the hour of 

6 



«2 SIMON COMMISSION. [ 9 th SvLr 

peril, we proclaimed the TTnion of the Nations, the “necessity of dis- 
armament. The war was to prepare the way for peace.” 

“ What has actually happened? 

• • * ♦ ♦ 

“ Free institutions are held in scoi-n by greater number!;# than at any 
time during the past centnrj'.” 

The timid with no faith in India's future on the contrary says: 

But then the judgment will go against you by default.” Where is 
the guarantee that the judgment of the “ Soi disant ” judges and 
trustees will be otherwise it only we put in appearance? We are not 
even a juror or judge of facts, friends. You have only the right to 
hear and speak and suggest at some stages. Not one of your opinions 
is binding on any body nor have you the right to change a comma 
eitliei’ in the repoH or in the ( oming Government of India Bill. 

Summed up, the position therefore is that by not associating with 
the Commission you simply lose the right to hear and make ineffectual 
subiiii-ssions. By dissociating you save India’s self-respect. You do 
not barter away tlie country's inalienable birth-right to frame her own 
constitution. Judgment ma> go against us but not the right to spurn 
tlie expaite decree. For remember that after all the execution will 
depend on your co-operation and your co-operation alone. Neither can 
we afford to forget the noble words of piotest utteied in circumstances 
similar to ours by another down-trodden nation that han now foi-tunately 
recovered its freedom: — 

“ It is possible that our country will again pass hard times; 
We cannot avert them by saciificing our duties as citizens. The consti- 
tutional freedom of the land is not our private possession to be freely 
disposed of: the Nation has with faith entrusted it to our keeping and 
we ai-e answerable to our country' and to our conscience.” We “will 
suffer w'ithout losing courage as ” our “ ancestors endured and suffered.” 
“ For what might and power take away time and fawurable cirtum- 
stances may restore but the recovery of what a nation i-enounces of her 
oWTi accord through fear of suffering must he a matter of difficulty and 
uncertainty.” 

But the (luestion of questions remains : are you in the name of 
“ Responsible Government “going to receive a training in irresponsibi- 
lity? Are you prepared to forget your electors in such a great cjrisis? 

If this motion be not carried, I move, by way of amendment, that 
the consideration of the rewdution be adjourned until this Council 
formulates its scheme of constitutional reforms. 

The one simple reason for moving this resolution is that the Council 
cannot give a carte blanche to seven members and depute them without 
stating the principles which they will liave to abide by in the joint 
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inference the Council be at dl inclined to ccK>pen.te with the 

Simon (^mmiesion. Ihis resolution does not arise so Tar as we a« 
concerned. My point is that even if the Council be inclined to rw-om. 
mend the appointment of a committee, then also the Council should 
not take the resolu ion into , heir consideration now and immediately, 
that IS the committee should not be constituted unless and until the 
Council has formulated its stlieme of reftnms. 


Mr. SARAT C. BA8U: I move, by way of ameudmeut. that the 
question of the appointment of a Committee of this Coum il he p,.st- 
poned till the publication of the .lecision of the .Vll-l'aiiv Confeivnce 
regarding the constitution. Mine, theiefore. U « very hnmhle amend- 
ineiit which I have moved. The reason foi putting ftirwaid this 
motion 18 based on one thing, mimeiv, that 1 do not entertain the 
original resolution. The Hon hie xNawah Bahadur proiK.ses that steps 
should lie taken to give eftWt t<i the pniinwal of the Stututorv (’om- 
mission that a Committee of the Legislative (\uin( il lie appointed to 
assist the Commission. If I understand the word “ assist '• aright. I 
believe it has got an inherent idea of mutuality. We are called uiion 
to assist the Commission: But have we been asked for our ussistancev 
Has thei-e been any call upon this Coum-il to come foiward to assi.t 
the operation of this Statutory ComumHumY If there is no invitation 
to us to assir^t, It would be impei-tinent on <»ur juirt to go fiurselves 
uninvited and tell them that we have come to assist ymi. h is a 
Statutory (\)m!iiission issued under the Koyal Mandate to do what we 
have not been able to make out yet; and that is one of the nuisons 
L)r which I, for my part, at any rate, feel that to go any r.tep forward 
in any direction with regard to the Statutory (^mimission will he to 
take a big leap in the dark. We have been familiar with the various 
measures that have lieen put forward since 17fK{ when the cemstitution 


of the British Government was first framed. We all know the Code 
of regulations which endeared the British administratirm for the 
fountry. We have Wii told thereafter that from time tr» time measurem 
have been introduced with a view to Iw-tter and improve that const itii- 
lion; but we know to our cfist how that impnivement has affected uk. 
Whenever, therefore, a proposal was set on f<K»t by the Government of 
he country for bringing better condition of things, we have known 
)y our past and present experiences that the result has been retrograde, 
'fow, the prewent constitution, which has been ruling the country, has 
leen extolled beyond all measure by every one connected with the 
lovemment. If it is so gtsid then why has there lieen such an 
•ndeavour to make it better? This eagerness, therefore, for improving 

ind bettering the constitution is a thing which the people of Bengal 

laving had past experiences for so many years, know how it affects 
bem. I believe, and it is the experience of many of my countrymen, 
bat whenever there is a measure retrograde in its real object, it is 
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put forward in the name of some of our countrymen and for our 
destinctiou. This proposal ha8 been made by the Nawab }3ahadur 

whom we respect so much and who has endeared himself to our 

affection and esteem. We cannot for a moment believe that he i.> 
really resjjonsible for the lesolution. As we believe — knowing him as 
we do — knowing the tendency of his inclinations — knowing his anxious 
desire to benefit his countrymen, we consider that he is innocent of 
the whole thing. He has been put forward to move the resolution, 

but ever obliging as he is, he could not refuse, however disastrous it 

may be to our country’s cause. 

5 p.m. 

What is more, as I have already said, he asks us to assist. To assist 
in what way? Nothing is indicated in the resolution as to how we arc 
to assist. Assist in the deliberations? That requires invitation. 
Assist in going with them us camp followers when they go from place 
to place? We are unable to do that as our time does not permit. 
Then what are we to do? There has as yet been no definite pi-oposnl 
that we have got to do this thing or that thing or the othei thing. I 
am not one of those who simply go on with the vague idea of assistance. 
There are, we know, people who are always for assisting the (lovern- 
ment, people belonging to onr community, people belonging to this 
country, people who are alw'ays willing and ready to assist the (rovern- 
ment, but really with a view to assisting themselves. We are incapable 
of doing such a thing. In our religion, in our mythologies, we have 
known fi*om <»ur infancy that there is always a danger in attending a 
ceremony without invitation. The whole coKinos of Hindu philosophy 
has l»een almost ha.sed on that maxim — that uninvited we cannot go. 
If there had been any invitation issued by the Koval Commission to 
this Council and if we had Wn told what we should have to do to 
keep that invitation, we could then think about this. The w’hole thing 
therefore is so vague, so commonplace, so unmeaning, so pointless yiat 
if we go to the Connnis.sion to assist them without any invitation fi-om 
thein, that would l>e a veritable leap in the dark and we may cut our 
throats thereby. Already we are bad enough and we do not want 
make ourselves w’orse. It is for thw reason that without any comment 
upon the virtues or vices of the Commission T have made the simple 
prayer “ let us wait and see what this Commission us, first of all, and 
secondly, what this Commission is going to do. What are the measures 
they propose to carry through? For that reason a Conference haA 
already been convened and T believe it is sitting to enquire all about 
it.” Wbat we pray now is that time may be given to us to tbink 
about it before we are called upon to assist. At any rate we should 
wait till we are asked by the Commission to amist. If the Commission 
does not want us we have no business to go to them at all. What I 
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m »fmd of and what many of my countrymen like myself are afraid 
of, le-what are we to do in the absence of this invitation. How can 
we po^ibly U of assistance to them? We know that there are maladies 
enough in the body politic of Bengal at any rate if not in India 
genemlly. ^ow, what is a Royal Comniission ? Nobody has told us 
anything aliout it yet. Does the Government like .l.diiisoirs mother 
think that all maladies can he cured h\ rej^al tornhy Wc have not 
been able to conceive what we have got to do and what to avoid 
Therefore my request to the hon’ble members of this Honne is to wait 
and see. Thei-e is no harm in waiting. The Commission is heie ami 
IS not going to run away. Ut ns see what things. «hat ideas the,\ 
formulate, what nieasiireK they propose to put forward for mir destrue- 
fioli. l,et us know all these and then we shall be able to take proper 
steps either for making or for unmaking it. either for going along with 
II or for standing in front of if j,, opposition, to-t us wait and let ns 
know and think over Uie matter. 


For that reason I propose that the (piestion of 1ht‘ ap]Mnii(ment of 
a committee of thi.s Council he pi^tponed till the ptihlicat iou of the 
decision of the All-Parties (Vmference re^ardin^»^ the constilnt inn, 

fine other thiiifr. AVe have heen asked ti* form a committee, hut 
committee of whath (\>mmittees can he appointed under the (lovern- 
ment of India A(‘t hut I do not find any measure or section oi rule 
anywhere that authorises the appointment of such a committee. Who 
ask.s us to make thi.s committee or shall we have to form a committee 
under the rules that have been ^nven under the (Government of India 
Act?' Nothinjj: has heen mentioned and nothin^f done. Therefore I 
mhiiiit that the thiiiff is tiK) premature to think of, and we ask you 
ill to save ourselves from the well-meaning p<*ople like the Nawah 
Bahadur who ask us to assist the Commission. We cannot he res[)on- 
'ihle for the measures to lie hioujrht forward and we must nof put 
lurselves in the same situation us the Xuwah Bahadur has lK*en placed 
iud ask Mr. President and the (Govemnient t(» make u-^ wim*. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: All the amendments proposirif; the postja nement 
>f the consideration of the subject enilkodied in the resolution are now 
)eft>re the House. I invite a ^^eneral discussion on them. 


Dabu JOCINORA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I rise to support 
he amendment that has lieen moved by my frierul Mr. Sarker. In doing 
o I propose to confine myself mainlv to two jrrounds; the first ground 
bat I would urge against the consideration of j*uch n resolution tiMlay 
s that the Council should refuse to discuss a ifuestion like this at a 
line when the attention of the whole country should l»e concentrated 
ipon the solution of A problem which is to my mind of paramount 
mportance both to Government and to the people of Bengal. 
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The question that I would ask the chosen representatives of the 
people assembled in this House to consider to^ay is as to whether they 
would be doing their duties to the people if they were engaged in a 
mere academic discussion regarding some verbal changes in the word- 
ings of a meaningless resolution (I advisedly use the word “meaning- 
less ”) when a dying population is looking up to them for substantial 
help in their hour of need. I consider it a cruel dispensation of fate 
that we have been summoned to a special session of the Council to hold 
a debate over the formation of a committee to assist the Statutory Com- 
mission at a time when the piteous cries of the famished and starving 
men, women and children coming fn>m the famine-stricken areas of the 
province have filled the whole atmosphere of the country and heart- 
rending tales of our bnjthers and sisters embracing the tortures of a 
slow lingering death from actual starvation are reaching us daily from 
places which are under the grip of a terrible famine. 

I happen to represent the district of Dinajpur and the people of my 
constituency in the Balurghat subdivision are now passing through 
most trying times on account of failure of crops during three successive 
years. They have struggled hard to keep their body and soul together 
for the last nine months; they have sold away all their belongings 
including their cattle and their utensils and they have now completely 
broken d(>wn. The pangs of hunger have made the people desperate. 
Parents selling away their children, husbands selling away their wives 
and men and w'oinen trying to put an end to their own lives by com- 
mitting suicide to get rid of the pangs of hunger are being frequently 
reported. Fnfortunately the f»fficials on the spot have tried to exjdain 
away all these incidents in an ingenious manner, hut in spite of all 
that they have said they feel constrained to admit that the distress is 
intensely acute. They cannot deny that the people are going without 
food and that many people are actually living ujkjii meals consisting of 
boiled jute leaves, kachy leaves and leaves of other trees. 

Reports of starvation from the districts of Bankura, Birhhum, Khulna 
and Malda are also reaching us. Anyone who has a heart within h^m 
cannot hut he moved by the tales of agony reaching his ears every* day. 
The Bengal pj*ovincial Congress Committee and other associations and 
local committees are trying their very l)est to render such help to the 
people as they can. 

Mr* PRESIDENTS Mr. Chakravarti, the subject to which you are 
referrng touches a sympathetic cord in my heart, hut we are not dis- 
cussing that subject now. You must confine yourself to the amendment. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I submit that the 
ground for my refeiTing to this subject is to bring out the fact that 
Government have not called a special session of the Council to consider 
this situation. These are the arguments which 1 am advancing and 
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to the members of this House to enable them to consider as 
to whether they should or should not consider the i*esoluti(>ii until the 
Government have called a special session of the House. In that view 
r submit that these are relevant inatteix. Anyone who has n heart 
within him cannot but l>e moved by the tales of a|fony. The Hengal 
Provincial Conjrress Committee 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chakruvarti that has jjot uotbinp to do 
with the amendments under discussion. Will you please deal with the 
amendments? 

BtbU dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Do I understand 
that I am not allowed to mention these matters. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you slnuild not do that. Yjui shoulil 
speak on the amendments. 

Bibu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I say thtit the 
question that naturally arises to-day “ Is the Government doin^ all that 
is possible to be done." Speaking? for myself and ^peakin«• about my 
own district I sav without the •^li^'Iitest he'*itation that the (juestion can 
be answered only in the ne^mtive. (loverniiient have anticipated 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is this with rej^ard to the famine or with re^rard 
to the Simon Commission? 

Babu ilOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I am iu>t niukinK 
out my point that havinj^ these facts !»efore Government it was their 
bounden duty to call a sjiecial ^ession ot the House to consider this 
matter and as the (government have not done so 1 ask the members of 
the House to set their faces resolutidy affaiiist the consideration of the reso- 
lution now' before the House. In elucidation of this point it is necessary 
that I should place these facts Wfore the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y'ou have already thrashed (.ut that point. You 
need not go any further, I am afraid I must ask you t<» confine ycmrself 
to the amendments. 

5-45 p.ui. / 

BMW JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Xi.w, 8ir. the 
first gn>und which I want to urtre thix. I ino*t earnc«tly appeal 
throuf^h you to the iiieiiiliers of Ihi* IIoum" to conitider thi* point an to 
whether they do or do not think that it wa» high time that the tJovem- 
ment called a special session of the Council to consider the urgent situa- 
tion that hae arisen in the country. And if Ooverninenl do not do that 
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1 appeal to you to consider whether this resolution should be oonsidered 
by them in preference to a more important subject like this. Now, Sir, 
I listened with great attention to the speech that was deliyered by the 
Hon'ble the Nawab Bahadur who moved this resolution. He said that 
the appointment of the Committee could not be delayed. The one 
question that I will put to the members of this House to consider is this : 
Which is of greater importance ? The appointment of the Committee 
or the saving of human lives? It is for the memWs of this Council 
to answer this question. 

My second ground is that the resolution is absolutely uncalled for, 
as the British rarliament never contemplated that the Statutory Com- 
mission should consist of members of the Indian Legislative Councils. 
The lesolution is to the effect that a Committee of the Ijegislative 
Council be appointed to assist the Commission, The first question that 
naturally arises in this connection is this : Who wants this assistance 
and why? It may be in the recollection of the members of this House 
that when a proposal like this was thrown out by the Ijegislative 
Assembly, Ix)rd Birkenhead in a speech at Doncaster on the 17th of 
February, said : “ I wish to make it as plain as I possibly can that 
either with the assistance of the Indian Legislatures or without their 
assistance, this Commission will carry its task to (ompletion.” His 
Lordsliip in a few W'ell-chosen words has given out the whole truth 
about the matter. When the British Parliament apiminted the Statu- 
tory Commission, Indians were studiously excluded from being members 
of the Commission on the ground of their unfitness, for reasons which 
I need not reiterate. When however Sir John Simon and his colleagues 
landed at Bombay they found a tremendous wave of opposition to the 
Commission, and the word boycott ” was on everylK)dy’s lips. A shrewd 
lawyer and a man of business, as Sir John Simon is, he at once hit 
upon a plan of comdliating Indian opinion by writing a letter to His 
Excellency the Viceroy that he would have committees of the Indian 
legislatures to assist him. Indians however are not going to be be- 
fooled by the gesture and the boycott continued. The Secretary of Stdte 
found that the Indian politicians were no longer in a mood to be duped, 
so he gave out his mind in very plain terms. He said in the course 
of the same speech: “If organised political opinion in India (mark 
the word. Sir!) chimses to maintain itself in >ilent lM)ycofting and aloof- 
ness, nevertheless the w'ork of the Commission will be performed.*' 
Now, Sir, none in India ever felt any doubt about the truth of what 
His Lordship said. Parliament did not want the assistance of Indians 
in the matter of the examination of the question of fitness of Indians 
for self-rule. The British Parliament know^s perfectly well that Indians 
of all shadeji of opinion hold the view that they are fit for self-rule. 
The Indian National Congims had declared in veiy* clear teims that 
complete independence is the goal of its aspirations. England, how- 
ever, holds the view that India is not fit for swaraj or independence, and 
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iritli a rkw to liave a declaration to that effet t in a formal manner this 
[Jommission has been appointed. Who could ever entertain the hope 
that England would ever willingly agree to Indians rontmlling their 
>wn affairs. England knows very well that if Indians are allowed to 
tnanage their own affairs in the best way that they thought fit, without 
u»y outside interference, the first thing they would do would Ik^ to stop 
the economic exploitation of India by England with a view to enable 
them to live and prosper. England cannot possibly be expected to be 
1 willing party to such an arrangement. India is the brightest jewel 
in the crown of England — a happy hunting ground for the English 
ulventurers to make themselves rich hv the use of all possible weapons 
is a conquering race may for<‘e upon the comiuered. " Our forefathers 
took India for the purpose of exploiting its resources, and we hold it 
to-day for the same immoral purpose” says Dr. V. H. Kutherford in 
In's lK)ok Modern India : Its Problems and their Stdution written after 
bis tour in India in 1926. So it must be perfectly plain to any one, 
niy (*asual observer, that the British Parliament cannot be expected to 
:'onfer swaraj on India, and it seems to me that those of our iKditicians 
a ho HO often talk alnuit the grant of swaraj or hmiie-rule by the British 
i‘arliament, do so under a self-deception. They must know in their 
heart of hearts that swaraj cannot be gninted by one nation to aindher. 
[t must always l>e achieved and achieved by a heavy sacrifice. No one can 
^hut his eyes and his ears to the revolutionary changes accomplished by 
>ther nations, abroad in Europe and in Asia, imjadled by the spirit of 
Freedom, and of developing their own resources for their own l>enefit 
to the exclusion of foreigneis. 

India to-day is moving with the time-spirit, and Indians are deter- 
mined no longer to remain content with being hewers of W4M>d and 
flrawers of water in their own country. It is impttssible to (heck the 
3nward march of the surging waves by a mere command of the mouth : 
Thus far and no further. How then can the question of the HpiM)iiit- 
tnent of a committee of the legislature to assist the (’onimissi(»n ariseJ^ 
The British Parliament never w'aiited such assislan(‘e, liecause they 
thought that the Indian politicians could not be expected to take u din- 
[mssionate view of things. 

Sir, to my mind the posit i(»ii of the c(»minittee in plain words is a 
position akin to that of chaprassis and khitmutgais wh(» certainly assist 
their masters but cannot contnd their action. 

Delhi, Madras, the United Provinces, and tlie Ontral Provinces, 
have reje<*ted the proposal. All honour to them! ill Bengal bi-ilay 
fail to keep up its position as the most forward province in India by 
fejet'ting the proposal made by the lion ble Xawiib Bahadur!' I hop^ 
aot. The Indian representatives in the IjCgisbitive Assembly w’anted 
a round-table conference to settle a constitution for India. The Govern- 
nient of India and the British Parliament have rejected that propoaal. 
Their express policy is to exclude Indians fititti having any hand in 
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the shaping of their own destinieQ. Indians have no plftoe, therefore, 
in the Commission, and to appoint a committee to assist the Commission 
is absolutely meaningless. The present move is merely a trap to catch 
some of us who may be still wavering. I^et us show by our votes to-d&y 
that we refuse to fall into their trap. 


Mr. il. M. SEN GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. You said just 
now that the amendments lelating to the postponement of the consi- 
deration of the resolution moved by the Hon’ble Meral)er are now open 
for debate. The question is this; there are other amendments, viz., 
Nos. 10-17, on this rewdution, and T want to know from you, Sir, in 
<*ase the other amendments ai*e not moved, does it mean that no one 
■else will be allowed to speak on the original resolution or amendments? 
Supposing, Sir, the other amendments are moved, then a speaker who 
has spoken once will not be allowed to speak again on any one of these 
amendments. I want to have this information from you; whether 
by speaking on this amendment a member loses his right to speak 
again on the subsequent amendments? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is always left to the discretion of the 
President. The usual practice is that a member is not allowed to 
epeak twice on one subject; but he can even do so if permitted by the 
President. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: May I know what is the 
procedure to be adopted in regard to voting on these amendments? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am going to put them to vote separately, one 
by one. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: After all the amendments 
Lave been moved? 


Mr. PRESIDENT. I will put to vote amendments Nos. 4-9 one 
after another and then take up No. 10. 


Mr. 4. M. SEN GUPTA: Supposing, Sir, amendments Nos. 10-17 
are not moved, I take it you will proceed with the voting. But if 
those amendments are moved, some of us would like to speak on them. 

Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURI: On a point of oi^er. Sir. 
If the speaker speaks on the general amendments Nos. 4-9 how does 
he lose his right to speak on subsequent amendments? 
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.Mfa PRMSIDfiMTs He does not lose his rijfht at all, but it is for 
him to decide whether he should speak on a particular amendment or 
not. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: They may cluHXHe to 
speak twice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quite so, nothing prevents them frtuu d(»in^ so 
provided they do not speak twice on one amendment without !uy 
pel-mission. 

Babu 4ITENDRALAL BANNERilEE: It an> one wishes to oppose 
the proposal of the IJon’ble Xawah llaliadur, will he be alloweil to ilo 
so after the amendments have been moved 1" 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, after the amendments huve been disposed 
of, the original resolution cun be discussed. 

AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Mr. President, Sii. I Imvc 
listened with much attention to the spee«*h which bus been dclivtoed 
by the mover of the first amendment, as also t(» tlie other Hubse<iuent 
s[»eeclies but I fail to disc(i\er any (‘ojjent reasoning whats«>ever that 
may lead the members tliis House to a^fi**e to his pr<»posal of post- 
poninjr the consideration of the main resolution .f/nc </o*. It seems 
that all these amendments are merely the o\it<i»me of a mistaken 
desire on the part of the movers and their party t<» non-<*o-f)p<*rate with 
the Simon rommission. If the mere deliirht fd obstruct ion has no 
cliarm for my friends oi>i)Hsite, I will rea<lilv admit that tliev too are 
a<'tuated by honest convictions in thinkin^»- that the ;xonl which i** 
common to us all. namely, a self-jfoverninjr India, can best oi cun 
only he attained by the proces-. of rn»n-(‘o-operation, 

6 p.ni. 

But, Sir, may 1 ask my friemls opposite what has been the result 
of this policy of noiwo-operation extendi n>r ovei the lust seven years 
nr more. Has that policy brought the ^-oal of resjKinsihle jfovernment 
8 whit nearer? Has it in any way advan<*ed the cause of our couiilrv’» 
projfress or removed in the slijfhtest r’e^rree our manifold national 
wants either material, monil, political <»r ecoiiomic? Has it brought 
in its train any constructive work for <»ur national well-heinpr? Has 
it removed the want of pure drinkinjr water in our rural areas, or 
impeded the pi’ojrress of fell diseases such as cholera and malaria, 
which alone are responsible for carry irijr to immature frraves millions 
of our countrymen? f challenge them, Imi'. to p<»int to a single 
Wneftcient result that has accrued to u« from this futile and puerile 
policy of non-co^peration, which, on the other hand, hae merely 
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ushered in irresponsibility and has only caused obstruction and clogged 
the wheels of our national progress during all these year^ — when other- 
wise a substantial advance might have been made in various direc- 
tions in our material welfare. I can therefore only deplore that their 
experience of failui^e in their policy and practice of non-co-operation 
has made them perhaps sadder but surely not a bit wiser. Would 
it be too much to make a final appeal to them, who from a mistaken 
sense of patriotism are pursuing this policy to carefully take a fresh 
and dispassionate suiTey of the entire situation, and while there is 
yet time to lend a helping hand towards the evolution of our national 
constitution and thus to speed our motherland further onwards on 
the path of ordered progress? Would it be too much, Sir, to appeal 
to their sense of patriotism, their sense of duty, in which I am sure 
they lack not, to tear the \eil of mirage from off their eyes and look 
ahead to the promised land and realist* that the way to it is long and 
weary and an uphill trudge, where halts have to be made at different 
stages to take breath, and that it is only by conscientious, hard and 
constructive work that they (*an hope to reach the summit. Here then 
is u glorious chance. India is again at the threshold of a great oppor- 
tunity which no patriotic Indian should lightly throw' away. 

Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker has referred to the trade facilities which 
are <*ouHidered to he the most important assets so far as India is <‘on- 
cerned. He has said that because England is desirous of exploiting 
India she is never likely to grant dominion status to India, or if I 
have heard him aright words to that effect. I may say in reply, 
assuming that is so, it is for that very reason England is likely to 
grant us dominion status, for trade facilities are indeed the most 
important factors to be considered. As long as it is felt that India 
is able to cure for herself, that we are able to stand on our own legs, 
(hat we can efficiently govern our own country, and are fit for the 
full measure of self-governiiient it will be to the material interest of 
England herself to confer dominion status on India. 

Sir, the rommission is a settled fact ami no Lord Morley is th^re 
to unsettle it. The Secretary of State has stated, the Prime Minister 
has afiinuad, that when journeying in the Provinces the Committee 
of the members of the Pmvimdal Councils will act with the Simon 
ConiniisHion as their colleagues. Sir John Simon himself desire that 
there should l>e an Indian wing composed of e<|ual number of members 
as his ow'n Commission^ to work jointly with it. The members of the 
Commission are due to return to India in the early part of the next 
cold weather, when they will l>egin their lalamr of enquiring into the 
working of the system of Government since the introduction of the 
Reforms, aind of taking due iM»te of the defects aud shortcomings in 
the system that has already been intrculuced as also of our national 
aspirations as to what further progress we desire in the evolution of 
our constitution, and to what extent we are fit to receive full measure 
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of seif-government. Is it therefore not meet and proper for tmrselves 
to participate in this work, and to piess for as full a measure of self, 
government as we are fit to receive, and demand for safeguards net'es* 
sary to be embodied as a part and panel of the constitution for the 
protection of our legitimate rights and interests, particularly of the 
minority communities? If the consideration of this restilution for the 
appointment of a Committee of this House l>e jaKstponed sitir d/f, 
would it not tantamount to letting our case go by default? Would it 
not tantamount to a hetrayal of the tiiist that has l>een reposed in us 
by our constituencies? Is it not only right and proper that we should 
make out as g(X)d a case as we can for further reforms if we desire 
Provincial autonomy, if we desiie that Indio should W a self-governing 
country with dominion status conferred on hei ? It can only l»e by <‘c>. 
operation, unless we are prepared to at once wrest <*omplete infle]>en. 
dence and freedom for our c(uintry by the help of the swonl anti perhaps 
with an army from Mars. The latter eventuality is scarcely likely, 
and if we have got to get it out of the Hritish Parliament it can only 
l)e done as I have said, by showing that we are fit for further reforms 
hv co-operating with the memhers of the Commission in pressing 
forward our legitimate claims. It is no use blinking the fact that 
the British Parliament under present conditions cun alone determine 
India’s future. The (piestion, whether the procedure that has l>een 
adopted by Parliament with i-egard to the present em|uirv has given 
us any <ause for umbmge, has l>een discussed so threadbare l)oth in 
the press and on the platform that I do not prop<»se to dilate on it 
here. 

Refeience has l)eeii made by several speakers to eminent men like 
Sir Ali Imam and Mr. Jinnah, one of w’hom has spent a gmid deal 
of his time in the seiTice of the Crown and country. I would ask 
them to consider for a moment what is the leal scope of the Commis- 
sion and w'hat the Commission are going to do. They are coining 
hei*e to enquire into the w'orking of the pres«*iit sy-tein of coiiKtitution, 
the conduct of political India, in other words the conduct of so many 
thouHaud.s of iuem1>ers of Legislative ('ouiiciJs ail over India, w’ho 
have Wen and are working the Reforms, be they Indians. Kuropeans, 
or Anglo-Indians. Therefore, I fail to see how anyone whose conduct 
would he the subject of enquiry- can take uiiihnige, much more an 
insult if he is not put on that Cofiiinission. (A vou k : Reforms and 
Knighthood go together.) 

I would only say that my irieiids opjiosite demanded a Ibiuiid Table 
Conference and Sir John Simon has given it to them in the shape of a 
free joint conference. They aske<l for an eijuality of status and Sir 
John Siuion has given them the equality of status. (Question, 
QueHtion.)Tbe Punjab C/omraittee demanded that no distinction between 
its own members and the memhers of the Commission W made in respect 
examination of witnesses and accei*** to all dm^uments, and the aajna 
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ha» been readily acceded to. Tbe Indian committees will bave further 
the light to draw up a separate; report for presentation to the legislatiye 
bodies that appointed them, or if they »a desire they could send the 
?aine to the Joint Oommittee of both Hou&tes of Parliament for coifsi- 
deration along with the Report of the Royal Commiseion. Briefly, Sir 
John Simon's scheme, as now evolved, assures most complete representa- 
tion of all Indian interests at every ^ge of the enquiry'. In point of 
fact, the Indian members on these committees will take fuller and more 
adecpiate part in all the work of constitution-making than would have 
been the case if two of three Indians had been made members of the 
Royal Commission — who in that case would have been always in the 
minority in the main body of the Commission. I, however, realise that 
arguments and reasonings are only thmwn away with those persons 
who persist in repudiatiiig the right of British Parliament to determine 
Indian Constitution, or who are obsessed with the idea of mala fides of 
the British. But, Sir, let us take facts as they are and let me emphasise, 
that Iwiycott or no boywtt, the Commission will proceed with their 
work. Here is an opportunity wliich no Indian, with a clear concep- 
tion of events ituind him, sh(»iild throw away. At the present moment, 
we have a Viceroy who is fired with a noble zeal of helping us to build 
up a nationhood by doing all lie can towards compoising our communal 
differences w'hich alone stand in the way of our speedily arriving at 
our goal. Members of the Commission, presided over by one of the 
biggest bruins in Europe, are coming out with open and unbiat^ed 
minds and are ready to recommend for India as much as she will be 
able to assimilate. Under no (‘ircumstam*es, those of us at least who 
belong to the minority communities, cun afford to let our case go by 
default. 

My friend, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri has told us that India has 
iU)t been allowed to <Iraft her own constitution. Sir, I beg to differ 
from him. From what 1 have said my friend will see that meml)ers 
of this Council will have ample opportunities in taking a proper share 
along with the members v)f the Commission to help in the worki of 
drafting the constitution. 

My friend, Mr. Basu, over there thinks that the system which i> 
now in fon e may very well remain. I was truly glad to hear those words 
from him and I wish I heard him say so a few months ago when I had 
the privilege to work the system while I was in office. If he were go 
enamoured of diarchy at tliat time, I am sure I should have had the 
benefit of his support and vote. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHAilDRA ROY: May I enquire that if a member 
speaks inaudibly shoirld his speech go into the proceedings? He is 
talking sio rapidly that we cannot follow him. We would a.sk him to 
talk a little slowdy. 
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Allndl Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: We e.,ualK want 
but within the British Empire, with the clear am) distinct proviso that 
our legitimate rights and privileges would be safeguarded. Finallv I 
would again abjure my countrymen of all schools of thoughts, l.y all 
tJiat is holy, and in the name of our common inotlieilaiid, not to pumue 
,1 policy of negation that can land us nowhen-, but let us all join 
together in helping to devise a constitution where tlie interests of all 
and sundry would be equally i-espected. It is. Sir, b.i this reason that 
I can consider it essential, that this matter should not la- postramed 
fttie die, and that a committee of this House should be elected to work 
jointly as colleagues with the members of the Comniission. With these 
words I oppo.=e the amendments that have been moved. 

fl-15 p.in. 

Srijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: I am ( un at the outNet ia 
admit that 1 fail to appreciate tlie aij»-ument> pieM‘ii(ed l»y Sir A. K. 
(ihujmavi who appears to have taken brief for the (rvivtinment. I rim* 
to accord mv whole-hearted support to the aiiiciidineiit movcfl hy Halm 
Xaliniranjan Sarker that the consideration of the iiw.ilution should ]>e 
postponed sine die. The reasons which jirompted ns to take up this 
attitude have been fully di-cussed by my othei fiiends and further 
dilation on tliese points may therefore he considered unne(>es.‘t:ir\ . Hut, 
Sir, in the present state of our mental torpidity whirh mo-t of us 
unfortunately are a prey to, I consider, a hit of hummeiin^^ on old 
|K)ints may produce a more effective result. It will arceleiatc the flow 
ot imafrination to a healthy channel and prevent it-n p? event tendeney 
to ^ettle (K)wn within a circumscribed com])ass. 

Sir, in opposing? this resolution, as it is, 1 stand fm the fiindamentul 
ri^^ht of a man — the ri^;ht oj self-determination. This inheient li^d t 
of a nation has been reeojrnised all the w»ild over. The oii^rimil idea 
which pionipted I'owers to foiiii a 1/ea^ue of Xations and hind tliem- 
selves^ hy intematioiuil laws was to avoid future wars hy not inter feini^ 
with the rights of other nations — nav recoj^riising and resjieetin/^ them. 
But as we find it now, its mdde purpose has been fiustialed h(mui aftei 
its bii-th by the insatiable f?reed and h»ve of ^elf-a;;:>:niridisement of tin- 
powerful nations. 

When England wan in the ^lip of the tenihle war*, when the 
German offensive wa*< to threaten its very existence and when 

Indians were found reluctant to plunj^e headlong in the win whir li will 
brin^ them no good, message came fnnn the British l^arliainent in the 
shape of a proniiise to intrfnluce Resiwmsible (i<»vemment in India. 
The Indians ‘greeted thi« offer with full eonfidenee so natural to their 
temperament and helped England to victory with their men and blorMl. 
^ow, the danger is over and the spirit which prompted the English 
People to make that declaration has vanished with it. To keep up 
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appearance a irfham reform was thrust on us with a system of diarchy, 
which was found unworkable even by stout and believing souls. Now, 
we are again confronted with a “ Oora mission ” which is to enquire and 
pass judgment in tdiape of recommendation as to our capacity for further 
reforms. TTpon their repoit the Parliament will decide a« to our future 
(•onstitution. 

Sir, it is known to all that this Commission was appointed in total 
disregard of the expressed wishes of our countiymien. How the Indians 
regarded it will be evident from the all-Indian hartal on the very day 
of its lauding. The admirable temper exhibited by the police on the 
hartal day in making indiscriminate arrests and wanton assaults on 
unarmed passeis-hv in many placej^ in India, particularly in Calcutta, 
will hear ample testimony to the success of the boycott. The all-white 
Oominission in total exclusion of the Indians was undoubtedly a 
deliberate insult to the self-respect of the nation and a shameful 
denial of the fundamental rights of the people of the soil to determine 
their own constitution. The leaders of all shades of political opinion 
joined together in oiie voice for its total boycott. 

Both Is)i'd Birkcnliead and Lord Irwin have given their reasons for 
excluding the Indians from the Statutory (commission. It was Wause 
our judgment will be coloured by our natural desire to get swaraj 
“without coming to pause and weigh our capacity at the present stage. 
While coming to their findings our trustees were obsessed, apparently, 
with two main ideas: The one. is their love of exploitation and 

perpetual domination ami the other, is theii distru.st and suspension. 
Even a casual observer will not fail to see that our “ tinistees ” were 
iiiore anxious to maiiituin their tight hold over us rather than a sincere 
desire to place Indians in the confederacy of the self-governing nations. 
We find the same spirit dominating in the utterances and writings of 
Sir John Simon, leader of this (\)mmission before and after his first 
visit to India. 

Sir, if w'e g-o back only a few' years, we shall find quite a difi’erent 
mentality working in this same Sir John Simon who, in supporting the 
Irish Ei-ee-States Bill in the House of Commons said : “ I think it is 

one of th« encouraging features/ of the situation that this constitution 
it» a constitution w’hich has Wen drafted in Ireland by Irishmen for 
Ireland. In concluding he said At any rate there is a real element 
of hope and confidence here in that this constitution is not a con.«titution 
which the British Parliament formulates and offers^ to confer upon 
Ireland, it is a constitution which the Irishmen themselves have drawn 
up and which they now apply to the Imperial Parliament to ratify.** 

Are we not in India basing our oppo.sition on the ver>* grounds 
covered by Sir John Simon? Why in our case does he fail to appre- 
ciate the reaimn when wre assert that our constitution should be drafted 
in India by Indians and for India? In dealing with the question of 
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Irish confititution did he not mention with pride that “ the constitution 
under which different parts of our empire are now workin/r are in a 
veins’ large measure constitutions whirh have been nettled im the soil 
where they are to operate by the people who are to live under them!^” 

Why is this diffeienee in treatment? The reason is not very far 
to seek. Here, unlike the Irish people, the Indians have Wen generally 
loyal at heart, here they do not show their re-entment against the 
lawless laws by rising in open rebellion. hei*e nnmy of us still pray and 
argue. It is for this r^.sfm that the law which applies to the whole 
of the world is conveniently forgf>tten heie and all tlie p.»srihle and 
impossible excuses are invented and marshalled togetl er to fmge a chain 
to keep the Indians in iiiterniinahle bondage. 

Sir, I have stated before, that we stand tlie inherent rights of a 
nation. AVe refuse to W dominated and ruled in our internal affairs 
by arbitrary and irresponsible tone-*. The great phib^sophei and the 
erstwhile President of the Fnited State^^ of America, Mr. Woodrow 
Wilson, puts this question before the world “Shall there he a common 
standard of right and previlege foi all jieoples and nations or shall the 
strong do as they like and the weak suffer without any iedrt»jts?“ This 
^ery (piestion was troubling us for a long time. We are lor a common 
standard of ilglit l>etween a man and a man between a nation amJ a 
nation. 

I will now retci' to what >ome ot the emii.ent Imlian leadciN sa\ 
as i(» the belated announcement made b\ Sii John Simon, gninting 
conce^^iou to the Indian committees. Men liU* Sii 'I’l'z Ibihadur Sapru, 
Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Sir Siva^wanii lyei, Sii (’himan Lai Sitalbad. Sii 
Phiroze Setlina, etc., mans o‘ \\hom occupied po-.ition of tiu«<t undei 
the (Government and who haN<‘ ah\;i,\^ been credited with po^se^^ing 
“saner” political views, (oiisidei that the acceptama* ot the le^idution 
of the Punjab C'omiuittee does not nmteiially iiltei the situation. On 
the other hand they assert that it strengthens their oiiginal detennina- 
tion for its Imycott. The (’oininission hu*< retairoMl in them^dves the 
true pow'er, i.e., the power «)t final recomineiidation. Dealing cm this 
apparent climb dowm the\ arc* cdearly of opinion that it is ni»thing short 
of an eye-wash calculated to divide and demoralise the jample. 

I W’ould now ask Sir Abd-ur-Rahiin whether he has found anything 
honourable in the latest “concession” made hy Sir John Simon to 
enc-ourage him to send in his amendment. His Town Hall speech is 
still ringing in my ears. Let me remind him of the lesolution adopt^^d 
in that meeting under his prc.«idencv : “ That this public* meeting of 

citizens of Calcutta belonging to all sec tion** of the Indian community 
and owin^ allegiance to diffeient political pailies, etc., etc., are hereby 
united in placing on record their universal i*ense of indignation at the 
calculated affront offered to India’s national self-respect by denying 
her the fundamental right tci determine her national conititution and 
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hereby rew>lves to have nothing to do with it and urges upon all public 
bodies and in particular the liegislatui-es*, to refuse to be associated in 
any way with the parliamentary Commission/’ 

Will it bK)k nice for him now to give up the fight after having 
taken up the gauntlet? I hope bis knightly spirit will yet prevail and 
he with his friends will stublxunly support u« against the insulting 
proposal. 

Sir, I have also a few' w'ords to say to my moderate friends here, who 
may claim to belong to the Liberal, Fnion, Independent or any other 
party. To them I should like to point out the lucid speech delivered 
by Sir Tez ilahadur Saj)iu as President of the Liberal Federation and 
1 hope it wdll carry sufficient weight with them as it does with other 
parties in this House and outside it. In one place he saj's : “ Indian 

Nationalists of the moderate school have been compelled to ask if the 
onl> way of recogni^jing the spirit of co-operation is by telling Indians 
that their lot is be none other than tliat of petitioners, that they 
cannot be tnisted to participate in the rcNponsibility of making recom- 
mendations to Parliament for the future of their owm country and that 
all they may aspire is to put their proposals befoie the Commission 
w’hich may accept or reject and again to repeat the same process of 
perMinsion, aigunient and discussion before the joint committee of 
Parliament.” 

Sir Tez llahadur, like othei self-respecting Indian leaders, is clearly 
of opinion that the position we stand remains tlie same even after 
the much talked of Commission. The duty of our moderate friends is 
therefore clear. When the dignity of the nation is at .stake I hope 
they w’ill not be swayed bv any other consideration but will join hands 
with us to oppose the resolution. 

The re.M>lutioD of the Moslem League and the noble stand of Mr. 
Jinnah and Sir Ali Imam should produce a saiiei effect in the minds 
of my Moslem friends here, many of whom, as it appears from the 
iintui'e of their amendments, intend to u<e this occasion to fr«trength^n 
their communal position. I hope they will yet take a hi-oader view of 
thing* and will refuse to baiter the cause of the country fur a meili of 
pottage. We have a timely mes-age from Dr. Sheikh Muhammad 
Alam, M.L.r., who, as president of Sindh Moslem Political Conference, 
warned that until vswaraj was established ip India, the sewch for a 
siettlement of communal lighis was a madness itself. He appealed to 
Moslems in particular to make the boycott a complete. success. 

It now remains to be seen what our Ministers do. Their attitude 
will clearly prove how far they justify their position as a popular 
Minister. It is only the other day that two of our U. P. Ministers 
jiroved their worth and courage of conviction by refusing to cast their 
votes against the expressed views of their rountr>*men. For this act 
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of Morape they had to incur puberaotorial displca-iure and had to 
resign. But they never budged an inch from their principle. Is it 
too much to expect that our Minis^ters will piove an equal stamina and 
clist their vot^s on the popular side? 

Sir, in concluding my remarks let me assure you once for all that in 
supporting the amendment I am not swayed hy any personal likes or 
dislikes or considerations of any party policy. I stand on a much 
surer ground, i.e., on the mandate of my constituency 1 have Wn com- 
missioned by all without a single exception not to >upport the formation 
of a committee to assist the Simon Coinmis'‘'ion. It is a camouflage 
out and out. Sir, I heartily support the aiiiendment. 


JADUNATH MAZUMDAR BntitdUfS Sir, I have listened with 
great regret and sorrow the well of flespair and pessimism fnuu my 
friends opposite. But I may tell them that the very tact of our being 
a R^ubject nation proves without any shad<iw <if doubt that the fault lie^ 
in U8 and not in the British people. “The fault, dear Brutus, lies 
not in our stars, but in ourselves that we are und<‘rlings.‘’ 'Fhe only 
way by which you can achieve independence is by co-operation ami 
not by tailing foul of one another. 

<bdt) p.ni. 

If we could unite we could even at tliiN >en' iiioujcnt di^pcn^e with 
the Simon ('oniniis^ion. Theiebue, 1 sa\ that "ituatcd a- we aie, we 
must not be blind to stern tact>v. We aie yet a subject nation, yet a 
dependency of (iieat Biitain. (Shame, shamet. Shame not only to 
n-^ but to our aiK'estors who allfjwed them^elveH to b«‘ ile|Mi\ed of theii 
liWrty. 


Mr. PRESIDENT : You are drifting fiom the -ubject undei diseus- 
sion. 


Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Theie aic two alternatives 
before the Country — either to wrest free<Ioin fiom the handn of the 
English or to <*i>-operate with them, either to assert nui soul force to 
persuade them to grant us more and more I liberty or to wrest it by 
force; force we have not, and therefore the only resource left tf> us is 
to co-operate with them and show them that even theii Helf-interwt 
requires that Tudia should be given full fr«*edom, an»I if they do not 
give ns timely advancement they will have to rue the delay. After 
all, English statesmen are not fools; they know vchat is what, and when 
to yield and when not to yield. Tt is for the TTouse to consider why 
the Simon Commission has come. Tt started no doubt under suspicion 
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of the people of this country, who have from past experience lost some 
couhdence in the ultimate intention of the British Parliament, but at 
the game we should remember that the Govern ment of India Act was 
xtot passed by one party in England; it waa the deliberate act of the 
entire English nation and their intention was to give full ret^ponsible 
govemment to India, and they still stick to that intention. They know 
that if responsible government is withheld from India they will not 
be able to hold it perpetually by force; they also know that a prosperous 
and contended India can be made a source of great strength to England. 
Those who think that England will not grant us complete responsible 
government have no idea how' nations are at present being moulded. 
The people of foreign countries do not care for military conf[uest now- 
a-dayg; they care more f(»r the mutual exchange of manufactured 
articles and also exchange of economic and spititual, literary and moral 
and social ideas. England w'uuts to have perpetual relation with India, 
England minus India is a third-rate power only, but with India it is 
a first-rate power. Therefore England can never afford to lose India 
and is Iwuiid to grant self-g(»vernment to it. W’e should have no 
suspicion against the Simon Commission who have come here not w'ith 
a sinister design, but — I feel this in my bone and soul — to give us 
higher stages in the evolution of our national lil>erty. 

Now, Sir, the question is whether we should co-openite or non-co- 
operate with the Commission. I find that the Congress and the 
National I^iberal Federation are co-operating, though not directly. 
For some months past they have been framing a Constitution for India; 
may I ask why they are d(»iiig so^ It is certainly not for their owii 
edification or pleasure but only to let the Commission know what the 
real demand of India is. Otherwise there ia no neetl for framing any 
such constitution. There is nobody else in the world who can give 
effect to the constitution ex<‘ept the British Parliament under which 
we live at present. Therefore I say the Indian National Congress and 
the liilieral Federaticm are themselves c(»-operating with the Sitpon 
Commission by juvparing to tell them w^hat India really wants. 

What ks meant by '‘assistance?” What are we to do? We have 
simply to tell them that we are prepared to assist them, to solve the 
communal question and other similar questions. The Muhammadans 
want all the seats; the Hindus too want all the seats; Muhammadans 
want all the appointments and Hindus too want all the appointments. 
There ai-e the Anglo-Indian and also the Christian and other interests 
to consider and all these conflicting interests must be solved by a 
deliberative body. May I ask, Sir, if the Commission had been com- 
jM>sed of Indians, lm>wn people and not white people, would the Swaraj 
party have agreed to that composition? They would surely say that 
it was not a representative body. Their report too would have been 
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submitted to Parliament, the ultimate authority; tberetoi'e tbk recom^ 
mendation of theirs would go for uothing unless accepted bv Parlia- 
ment. Whether we want a Round Table (Vmferenoe or ^luuiar other 
thing:*, it is all the same; you are bound to be rontn>lled {»y the final 
verdict of Parliament unless, of course, in the uieuntinie, you asseit 
your independence and get outside the British realm. Therefoie. Sir. 
in whatever way we look at the tiuestion, you will have to abide by the 
decision of Parliament. It may be you will not co-oiM*rate with the 
Commission for the first time but you are sure to come over to it in 
time. In the first Reformed Council, the non-coj)erat«)rs and the 
swarajists held aloof but in the second Ctmncil they all Nought electum, 
and I say that the same thing will happen again also. The Simon 
Commission will submit their report and the Parliament will enact a 
new Constitution and you w’ill c<»me hack again, save that you will say 
that you have come to non-co-operate fnnii within, which. hc»wever, 
means nothing but co-operation. Cf course in the first place opjiosition 
was justified but I say that that opinisition should not g<» beyond 
legitimate bounds. It is true that many of oui illustrious countrymen 
are on the other side; they know the real state of the countiy; they 
can do much good to the country hy co-operation, bet the Hindus ana 
Muhammadans frame a constitution of their own and let them svihmit 
it to the Simon Commission and if you (*uii come to a unanimous I’on- 
<lu>i()n over the constitution I am suie the British Parliament will he 
the last body to reject it. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I think it i^ more than 

t> veurs that I had the homnir and piivilege of mn\iiig in this House 
for the immediate apjxiintment ot the Statut<'ry (’oimiii«sion and fo-dav 
the Hon’ble the Xawab Bahadur has brought in a motion to the ellect 
that this CouikmI recommends to the (ioveinment that ‘'tejis be taken 
to give effect to the proposal of the Statutcoy CimmiiNsiou that a Com- 
mittee of the T/Pgislative Council be appointed 1<> aNsi"! llie ( ommi-sion. 
To this <-everal amendments have lieen moved and one ot them in t«> the 
etiei't that the consideration the le^olutioa be postponed .</«#' the. 
There are tw'o other amendments that have been tabled, one fn»m iriy 
friend and leader, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul llmj and the othei from my 
revered leader. Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, whi<di is of Mime importance to uh 
and I shall revert to these later. 

So far as the first resolution in concerned it means that the pniposers 
want to boycott the Commission. It is for us to decide what should 
1)€ our attitude with regard to the Commission. It has Iteen said by 
previous speaker^ that by not taking our own count rvnien on the Com- 
mission, England has attempted to heap inMilt on India. There is no 
doubt that when the personnel of the (Vimmission was first announced 
India wa« not a little surprLfed and T am sure many of the leaders ot 
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this country who had hoped to be on the Commission were not only 
surprised but also shocked. Whatever it may be, there was a wave ot 
discontent throughout the country and meetings were held all over, 
some protesting againrit the personnel of the Commission and others 
denouncing it as u deliberate insult to India. To this the answer given 
by important personages in England and in India shows that England 
had never meant nor would ever mean any insult to India. Then they 
in their own way attempted to devise means to enable the people of 
the country to co-operate with them on equal terms. Sir, one /side of 
the shield has been painted by my friends over there and it may be 
said in support of (Government that there were various difficulties in 
the way of Parliament when they had to consider the question of the 
appointment of the Commission. Is it not a fact that ludia has 
diveroe interests and divergent views!'' India is inhabitated by jeopie 
who have their own particular interests to protect. For instance, if 
a person from Bombay, say, Mr. Jinnah, was appointed to the Commis- 
sion would the people ot Bengal have taken him to be a real repre- 
sentative of Bengal y There are so many provinces in India that it 
does not seem posisible to select a few representative Indians to sit on 
tjiat body, and as the needs of each province are various and diverse 
it was not at all possilde that any of the provinces could be fully 
represented on the (Commission iWlf. This is one thing that could 
be said in favour of the (.’ommission and the exclusive character of 
the Commission. Another thing that may be said in its favour is that 
the Commission, immediately it got the hint that the people of the 
country' were not satisfied with its personnel, tried in its own way to 
devi.se means to give the central legislature and the provincial legis- 
latures as well, equal powers to deal with the evidence and come to it 
conclusion. Not only that, the pixnincial legislatures were also giveu 
enough powei-s of cross-examining persons and also of submitting their 
report. That is what they did to mend matters, and it is for us to 
decide whether the particular things which they have done are of .suffi- 
cient impoHance to the House to enable them to vote for the formation 
of a Committee of this House to assist them. 

Another thing that can be urged by the members here is what effect 
it will have on the future constitution of India if we in a body were 
to boycott the Commission. Will Government leave India hag and 
baggage? No answer is needed to this question. Sir, Muhammadans 
have to look upon this question from their own standpoint. If there 
were complete boycott of the Simon Coniniission, if it was possible for 
the Hindus and Hindus of the Hindus Mahasabha, the non-Brahming, 
the Sikhs and the Muhammadans all to join and try to boycott the 
Commission, and they bad .succeeded in doing so, then surely it might 
have been right and proper for every one in this House to consider that 
matter and join in the boycott. 
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Blit as matters stand, V’arious bodies in the country have con.sidered 
it fit to cooperate with the Commission, Will it be right for us in 
dhis Council, will it be right tor our Muhammadan countrymen, to 
boycott this Commission? It they Wycott the Commission, the result 
will be that they will not be able to reprc'^ent their grievances, frotn 
which they have suftered so long. It seems to me abs(diitely neces^sarv 
that the Muhammadan community in particular should see to it, 
whether it is not their incumbent duty to unite and lay their grievances 
before the Commission for redress. 

Sir, if it were possible for our countrymen to arrive at a dei’iNioa 
at a joint conference of Indian leadeis, I for one would have been vei> 
pleased to follow their di(tates. rnlortuuately. in spite of the delibera- 
tions of the All-India (^mgiess Committee tor immths together, they 
have not l>een able to come to any <*onclusioiu 'Cries ot “ Question ). 
I would very much like that I am not correct in my statement. I very 
much wish that they had come to a satisfactory r’omdusinn by this 
Millie — that that august body had actually come to leal conclusioiiH 
which would have permanently settled the relationship which should 
exist between the difterent communities that inhabit this land. Sir, 
there are diverse matters which must have been engaging the attention 
of this body, and I am afraid that the varioirs leaders who constitute 
that body have not been able to see eye to eye with each other, f Cries 
of “ Question rnfortunately, all these Statesmen of our country 
have not been able to find out the possibility of coming to terms— to 
give to Cfesar and to deliver unto Ciesar what is (’a*sar V is not written 
in the la^oks of some of them. It is selfishness on our part that has 
so long kept u. away from our cherished goal— Swaraj. If one brother 
were actually to take away whatever the father leaves, the other brothers 
cannot complacently look on. If the backward communities inhabiting 
this country' make demands for wresting from the advanced communi- 
ties privileges which the latter have been enjoying so long, then they 
<the latter) should have sense and wisdom enough to recognise the 
legitimacy of the demand and to accede to it. T anr afraid. Sir, there 
are certain politicians in this country who would on no account deliver 
unto Caesar what is Caesar’.s, They would, on the other hand, try to 
see that they get more and more, so much so, that this land U left 
entirely to them and them alone. Constituted as the joint conference 
was, I am afraid it was not able to formulate any unanimous pro|»osal, 
and I think it will take years for the joint conference to arrive at any 
real solution of the whf>le matter. 5*o, Sir, the House has to conisider 
whether, since we Indians have not been able to come to any definite 
conclusion, it is not right and proper that the Commission, which is 
composed of impartial people, should look into these matters, hear <iur 
grievance^^^ and decide on the Wst course to be followed. 
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It 18 said in some quarters that the Simon Commission will be 
absolutely of no use to this country : it will not grant to the country 
its legitimate rights : it will not accede to the legitimate aspirations 
of the people. Sir, the proof of the pudding is in the eating, and If 
the Simon Commission do not actually grant to the people of this 
country what they ought to get, then the country certainly knows how 
it should act towards the Commission, and towards the people who have 
sent out the Commission. The Commission itself is composed of the 
be.4 brains of England, and it cannot be said that they have lost all 
sense of decency and of justice so as not to accede to the legitimate 
demands of the peojile of this land. If they do not have these quali- 
ties they ought not to have come out here. If they fail to recommend 
full resjjonsihle government for my countrymen, then certainly my 
countrymen in a united manner can make England to accede to all 
their demands. 

Sir, it seems to me necft^suiy that we should make the be^t use of 
the situation and place our case jointly before the Co?iimission. Ot 
course, my friends opposite will not like to do so on principle, but let 
others do so, and let all of us wait and see what the Commi^•^ion 
actually do and let us hope in the interest of India and England that 
they would do what is right and nothing hut right, 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZiZUL HAQUE: Sir, never since the last 
general election have we been asked to come to a decision on a {juestion 
of such momentous importance than to-day, when we have been a.-ked 
to decide whether we should appoint a Committee to assist, and to work 
ns colleagues <»f, the Simon Commission. It is necessary for some of us 
t{) explain our view p{unt, so that the country at large may understand 
the positi(»ii we take up in regard to this question. I may tell vou at 
once, Sir, that one of the main reasons why the Mcssalmans generally 
feel that they should not boycott ihe Commi'^sion, is that ever since the 
beginning of Eriti^h rule in this country’ they have been h y( otting every 
British instituti(»n with the most disa^'tious consetjuences to themselves. 
They boycotted the Fniversitv, they boycotted tlie public services, they 
did not take advantage of the piditical rights of the people, with the 
result that they are now in a mo>t unfortunate position. And to-day 
most of the Mu.ssalmaiis feel that it is no longer right or po.^isihle for 
them, till they are able to gather strength, till they are sufficiently able 
to educate themselves, till they are able to meet on equal terms the 
meml>ers of the other community, to effectively boycott nnv existing 
institutions of this country. Sir, it might he said thtjt this is the point 
of view of only some individual persons, hut I can assure you that it is 
not merely the point of view of a few’ of us, but the point of view of 
the entire Mussalmaii community as we read it. Even though some 
of us may feel that a very great wrong has been done to this c»nintr\’ by 
the manner in whi(‘h the personnel of the Simon Commission has been 
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sd^cted, we are not justified in declaring a boycott, with the history 
of the last election being still before us. The Mussaliuans iion-co- 
operated with the existing institutions, they sent up a ver>- large number 
of Swarajist members in the election of 192:1. but in the ele<‘tion of 
1926 all Mussalmans who had the least tinge of constitution-wrecking 
in them, were hounded out one after another. That shows that so far 
as the Mussalman community is concerned, they are anxious that the 
present constitution, whatever may be its worth, should be worked. 


Mr» 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E* AAould j’ou .seek an election now? 


Klllfl Blhsdur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEs I am quite prepared to 
seek an election and fight it out. I am not at all unprepaied for it, and 
I emphatically declare that something lietter is necessary to convince 
me that the Mussalmans as a community want that the constitution 
should not be worked. I know my own country, I know my own consti- 
tuency, and I can assure you that so far as our constituents 
are concerned, they have not declared in favour of the In^ycott. 
(A voice: What about the recent Nadia election?) Sir, I do not deny 
that the members who hold different views from me are justified in so 
holding in the best interests of the country. But patriotism is not the 
monopoly of any particular party in this country. Dnch and every 
one of us is interested in the w’elfare of the country. We have l>eeri 
bred and brought up in this country, we breathe its atmosphere and 
we ai-e interested in its progressive development ns anylM)dy else. But 
it is be<‘ause we suffer from the realities of the situation and because 
we are intimately connected with life in the mufa‘<sal, where we daily 
meet with piuctical diffic'ulties, that we consider it essential that the 
present constitution should be worked in spite of what you might in- 
Julge in the atmosphere of Calcutta. (Hear, Hear.) Sir I want to 
know why my friends of the Swaraj l^arty have come to this (^>unci]. 
They have come to this Council, because they want to fake advantage 
)f the present con.stitution, however bad it might be, w’ith a view to 
work it for the good of the country. I am taking up the same position, 
rhe Swarajist is doing it by adopting the doctrine of negation, while 
[ am doing it by working the constitution. But dimply la'cause I want 
o work the constitutirm, motives are Wing freely ascribed to me and 
nen of my views. Sir, freedom can be achieved when each and every- 
»ne of us is given his due share; it is easy to ascribe motive.s and to say 
hat we have been doing all in our owm selfish interests. Sir, we are 
mt fools. We know' the risk we are taking in holding such views as we 
lo. Most of us who want to work the constitution, will to-morrow be 
teclared as traitors to our countiy’ and it will l»e trum}>eted abroad that 
re have sold our birthright for the proverbial mess of pottage. But 
re believe in our heart of hearts that while there is one set of people 
rho have to hold up advanced ideals before the countr>% there should 
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be another set of people who should be prepared to work out the consti- 
tution for what it is worth. Sir, I am neither non-co-operating nor 
co-operating with the Commission. I have come here neither to co- 
opeiute nor to non-co-operate with the Council. The Simon Commission 
is a machinery and we want to work it. Possibly we may not gain any- 
thing out of it. Many such Commissions have come and gone without 
doing any good to us. But it is in the expectation that we may get 
M>inething better, that some fuHher rights may be given to us, that we 
want to go up before the Commission in order to tell them what our 
difficulties are. My friend Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti has 
pointed out that there is famine in the country and that Government 
has not done anything to alleviate the misery of the people. I may 
tell him that that is the very reason why he should go to the Commission 
to get the present system of government mended. I personally feel, 
Sir, that the present system of government is such that it requires revi- 
sion at an early date, but this revision is only possible by working the 
institutions which have been granted to us. I however do not agiee with 
some of my friends who maintain that it is only Parliament that can 
give us freedom : Freedom can oiilj' be achieved by our own efforts. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Grder, order. The time is up. Khan Bahadur, 
you can resume your sj»eech to-morrow, if you like. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was adjourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 10th July, 
1928, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



Pf io nd ings of tho Bengal Legislative Council atsombled under the 
provisions of the Covemment of India Act 


The Council met in the Council Chaiiil>er in the Toicn Hall, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the lOth July. at d p.m. 


Present: 


The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmktha Xaiii Ray Chai diu ni, 
of Santosh), in the Chair, the tour Hon’hle Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Ilcurble Ministers and 12(5 nominated and elected 
members. 

Notices for adjournment of the business of the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, onler. Three members of the 
Council have sent in notices for adjournment of the business 
of the Council to discuss the situation arising out of famine 

conditions in Benjral. Materials have now been placed before me 
sufficient to convince me that the matter is really of j^^reat 
urgency owinp to the immediate approach of the sowing? season. 
I have therefore decided, in view of the representations made 
to me yesterday, that it would l)e ri^ht for me to consent 

to the making? of a motion for adjournment for the purpose of <lis- 
cussing the matter referred to, and my decision was conveyed to the 
three members in letters issued this morning. I have taken steps to 
have His Excellem*y infoimed, and he has been pleased to allot 
Wednesday, the 11th instant, for a further meetinpr of the (’ouncil at 
which this motion may l)e discussed. The formal written consent 
referred to in section 82 of the Rules and Standin^r Orders will 
accordingly be given by me to the membeis who have tabled these 
motions to-morrow, so that they can proceed with the motions on that 
date. 

I would like to place before this House certain facts with 
regard to this motion for adjournment with a view to refute mis- 
representations, and to reinov’e misunderstanding which may exist in 
connection therewith. This House is aware that I disallowed two 
motions for adjournment similar to the one under review, and 1 
said that sufficient materials had not been placed before me to justify 
my upsetting the settled protframine of the Council in the light of 
the existing rules. I enquired and was told that the I./egislative 
Department was also not in possession of any information which would 
help me to admit those motions, and the meml>ers of the Swaraj party 
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of this Council, who discussed with me this matter in my private 
chamber yesterday^ were convinced by me that the materials before 
me were not sufficient. I advised them to draw up very carefully a 
memorandum of facts and fij^ires bearin#? on the subject, and I pro- 
mised that I would give a day for the discussion of the matter, if I 
found in that memorandum sufficient materials, indicating the urgency 
of the mutter, to an extent which would bring it within the scope of 
section 79 (Rule 11). I am glad that my advice was taken, but I 
am sorry that these facts were not given by them to other members 
of their party before the proceedings commenced yesterday, as I think 
that would have made some of their followers, who occupy the back 
benches, more discreet and more anxious to maintain the dignity of 
the House when this matter was raised by Mr. Chatterjee yesterday, 
on a point of order, and would have restrained a section of the Press 
from misrepresenting my attitude towards the famine. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Water-hyacinth. 

*16. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agri<‘ulture and Industries be pleased 
to state — 

(a) whether any scheme has been framed for the eradication of 
the water-hyacinth pest ; 

(//) whether it is in the contemjdation of (Government to introduce 
any legislation for the j.urpose? li so, when; and 

(c) what steps, if any, the (lovernment intends to take to fight 
the evil? i 

MINItTIR in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (n), 
(b) and (c) A draft scheme has Wn preywired by the Minister in charge 
of the Department, but the financial and legislative aspects of the 
si^heme are being examined by Government. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon^le Minister be 
pleased to give us an approximate date by which the Government 
expect to take action in this matter? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER S It is not pos- 
sible for me at the present moment to give any date. 
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Mr* F« N* CUHAs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if Hfcere is any possibility of Goveniuient finishing? the examination of 
this scheme before the next budjretP 

TIm HonHila Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; I am not in a 

position to say that, but 1 can assure you every endeavour will la* 
made to finish it as quickly as possible. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hmrble Minister be 
pleased to state when the last scheme was prepared y 

Tha Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: This is a 
matter which I cannot disclose. 


Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister W 
pleased to state whether (Tovernment have not been pieparin^r some 
scheme or other tor the last three years, ami have not taken any 
action on themJ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: During the 
last two years or more (ioverninent have been endeavouring its best 
to solve this very difficult problem. Membei*s in this House are aware 
that my predecessor in office called a (’onferen<*e in Dacca in whi(‘h 
tnembei‘s from every part of the provim’c, and of all shades of opinion, 
were invited, and certain projiosaU were thtui made. Any scheme <’an 
be placed on paper, hut everyone oujrht to appreciate that it is not as 
?asy as it seems: other provinces have tried and failed. If you want 
^ mere paper sclieiiie, T can ^■et one ready in no time, hut if you want 
an effective scheme, you must ^rive us some time. In the meantime, 
any helpful su^rp'estioiis or scheme that can be put forward will be 
welcome. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon Me Minister aware 
that so far back as 1924 sug^restions were made and schemes were con- 
ddered by a Government Committee, and everything? was ready for 
action? If this was so, why was nothing done? 

The Hofi’bit 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: No mhetne 
praa prepared in 1924. A Committee was ap|Hiinted, that Committee 
mbmitted its report, but no action was taken on that report as the 
Committee itself pointed out that the scheme proposed was not for 
the eradication of the pest fnmi the province as a whole, but merely 
oucbed the frin^re of the problem. 
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Mr. JOGESN CHANDRA GUPTA s Is th« Hoii'ble Minister aware 
that the scheme that was prepared by that Committee did receive 
sanction from the then Governor of the province, Lord Lytton, and 
yet afterwards it was not put into action? Can he give us any in- 
formation why no action was taken? 


The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MUTER i As far as I 

remember— I am stating this in order to save time, as I must have 
fresh notice of this to enable me to further examine the facts — no 
definite scheme with necessary details was prepared in 1924. 


Distress in Khulna. 

*17. Srijut NAGENDRA NATH 8ENs {a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) aware that 
acute distress prevails in portions of the Khulna district? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Commissioner of the Presidency Division 
made a tour of that tract of the country in May last? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to publish the result 
of his inspection and the rejK)rt, if any, submitted by him? 

(d) AVhat measures do the Government intend to lake in the 
mattei' ? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (the Hon’ble 8ir Nalini Ranjan Chatarji): {a) There is 
distress in portions of the Satkhira subdivision and a small part of the 
Sadar subdivision. Except among families who have no male mtunbers 
it (’an hardly be considered acute. The total area affected is LSI) out 
id 4,(i7o s(juaie miles. ^ 

(h) Yes. 

(c) and (d) No special report was submitted by the Commissioner. 
At the time of the Commissioner’s inspection the District Board had 
ilready spent Rs. 4,000 on road*making in the distressed areas. The 
Commissioner arranged that these works should continue as test works 
IS long as people wanted employment. In order to increase the resources 
[)f the Board the augmentation grant was increased by Rs. 8,000 and 
:>ther ways of helping them aie also under consideration. Rupees 
39,500 was issued by Government as Agricultural Ix>ans and Rs. 5,000 
iupplemented by private contributions was made available for gratui- 
tous relief. The District Board ore also opening poor-house.s at two 
'entres. 
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lUi HAREHDRANATH CHAUDHURIt Will the Honble Mem- 

ber be pleased to state whether the amount Rs. J19,600 was granted by 
GkfTernment as agiicultural loans in the ailfeeted areaP 

The Hoffi’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Yes. 

Mr« P. C« BA8U: Will the Hou’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether that sum or any portion of it has been spent in the affected 
area? 

Th« Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Yes, the whole 
amount. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state in detail the areas of the different thanas affecteilP 

The HonHile Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: 1 want notice of 
this. 

Dr, J. M. DAS GUPTA: Has the llon’ble Member any idea regard- 
ing the total number of people affected P 

The Hon’bla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; 1 have no idea. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Will the llon'blc Member kindly state 
if he ha>^ any idea of the tr»tal nuiiiber id' people who are on one meal 
a day, ai one meal evejy alleiiiate dayP 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; No 

Dr, J. M. DAS GUPTA: Will the Ifoirble Member be pleuseil to 
date his ideas with regard to the standard of ilisfress 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that <|uestion. Next nuestion 
please. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: On a point ol order, Sir, as one of 
the back-bencheis eager to uphold the dignity of the House, may 1 
know if it is right for you who are equally eager to uphold the dignity 
jf the House, to pass on to the next question while a memWr is still 
standing to put a supplementary question P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are niakiog your point quite pungent 
Mr. Roy. You are not supposed to deliver a speech, but you have to 
date your point as briefly as possible. 
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Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROYS As one of tke back-benchers eager 
to uphold the dignity of the House and to assit you in upholding the 
dignity of the House, may I know if it is right for you to pass on to the 
next question when members are standing put supplementary’ ques- 
tions ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have repeated the same thing. 1 must 
disrourage the idea of any meml>er criticising the decision of the Chair 
in that fashion. When I said that I had gone over to the next 
question the member had no right to put any more supplementary 
questions, and you should not have raised any point of order in connection 
therewith in the manner you have actually done. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANERJEE: (bi a point of privilege, Sir, 
and us briefly as p(>ssihle 


Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no such thing in my dictionary as a 
point of privilege. 


Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Point of order is a point of 
privilege. Are you justified in taking away our right of putting 
supplementary' qiieHtions by passing on to the next question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. What make^ you think like that? I have 
already: told you that I had gone on to the next (piestion. I daie say 
I did that after a reasonable pause. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: It is a question of facts and 
a question of ouj- rights. You will permit me to persist. My point is 
that you can always stop a question being put if it is an abuse of the 
right of putting supplementan' questions, hut w'hether it is an abuse 
or not, you cannot determine until the question has been put. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Although I strongly deprecate the idee of 
inembei*8 criticising rulings given by the Chair, I would answer your 
question by putting a question to you myself. Do you honestly 
think that it is possible for me to allow any memlier to put a supple- 
mentary’ qup.stioii w’hen I have gone over to the next question? 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Is it not your duty to 
see that members who are anxious to put supplementary questions 
are given an opportunity of doing so? 
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pifa PRESIDENTS It is my duty to see that every member, who 
6«iias his opportunity at the ri^ht moment, is able to put supple- 
mentary questions. I have already fi^iven my decision, and I think 
that in the present case I was perfectly right in going over to the 
next question. 

Mtuivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. Sir. 
will you kindly enlighten the House what is the period of duration 
which is ordinarily observed after a question has been answered 

MTi PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. 


Mr. P. C. BA8U : May I know whether the niembei who asked the 
original question is not entitled to put a supplementary question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Basu, you are making a mistake. 1 never 
said that Mr. Sen was not entitled to put « supplementary (piestioii ; 
for the matter of that every meml>er is entitled to put supplementory 
<[uestions. You must have seen that I have l»een very, very lenient 
to your side of the House so far as these supplementary questions are 
concerned. (Cries of “ (Question, question. ’') All that I said was that 
I had gone over to the next (luestion. and therefore could not allow 
any more supplementary questions being put. 


OistriM within ttw Pretidenoy. 

MS. Miulvi KASIRUDDIN AHAMAD: (n) Will the Hon hie 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the places with the aj)]>roximate numlier of 
persons within the Presidency that are already in distress 
and suffering from scarcity or want of food; 

(it) the steps, if any, taken by the Government to alleviate the 
distress and suffering of the jjeople of those areas; 

(in) the amount of money, if any, set apart and the amount already 
spent by the Government for each of these affected areas; 
and 

(iv) whether the Government have ascertained any causes of such 
distress and suffering of the people of these affected arena? 

(b) If any causes have been ascertained, what are they? 


8 
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The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJi: (a) (t) Paris of 
the districts of Burdwan, Birbhum, Bankura, Nadia, Murshidalad, 
Dinajpur, Malda and Khulna have been more or less affected by dis- 
tress. The total i>opulation of the areas affected is about 12 lakhs. 

(ii) A reference to the cominuniqne issued by Government on 
2l8t May, 1928, will show what action has been taken by Government. 

iiU) A statement showing? the amount sanctioned by Government 
for loans and relief in the districts affected is enclosed. 

{a) (??’) and (h) Yes, rule the communique of 2l8t May, 1928. 


Statement referred to in the repUf to clause U/) {in) of starred question 

So. IS. 


Amounts all tted for affected areas since the last winter ( 1927) up to 4th July 1928. 


— 

Land 
iniprova- 
ment loana. 

Agricultural 

loang. 

Relief 

Wftrkg. 

Gratuitous 

relief. 

BuriJwan 

Birbhum 

Bankura 

Nadia 

Murahidabad 

Khulna 

Dinajpur 

Malda 

Rg. 

4«,00(> 

no.oio 

21.290 

7,000 

11,500 

Rr. 

j,0t»,00(i 

1.2I.4(i(> 

HO.IMHi 

1,0S.S40 

54.5(K) 

2, *.7. 201 
HT.OtMl 

Rs. 

42.000 
30,<MH> 

74.010 

77.000 
l,40,mK> 

R«. 

14.000 
. 12,000 

' 4,000 

4.000 
4,000 


Rtl HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
l>er be pleased to state how it is that there is a discrepancy in the 
hjtures «-iven in reply to this question coinpaied with the reply 
in the previous question? In the previous question, it is stated that 
the amount given by Government on agricultural loans was Rs. 39,500 
in Khulna; iti this question, the amount stated against Khulna for 
agricultural loans is Rs. 54,500. Will the Hoirble Member explain 
the disci*epancyP 

Tht Honlll* Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The balance haa 
lieen given previously. 

Rai HAIIENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Previous to whatP 
„ J.*!!; '**'*^*** CHATAR4I: Before there was 
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ttli HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honhle Mem- 
l«r be pleased to state whether it is a fact that much of the njrricul- 
tural loans, stated here to have been given to the other districts, were 
given previous to the present scarcity!' 

TN Hon'ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: In the oa'^e of 
the other districts, there was scarcity some time a^fo, whereas iu the 
case of Khulna the scarcity developed only recently. 

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: How is that the whole 
amount of Rs. 54,500 is mentioned as the loan given for the relief of 
scarcity in Khulna 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: IK fi.tKiO 

was given to the klias rnnhul tenants in distress, (fries of “ Hear, 
hear.”) 

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Do I understand then 

that the agriciiltiual loans given to khos wahal tenants in the other 
districts have l»een included in these figures^ 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: No. 

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honhle Mem- 
l>er he pleased to state why it is that an exieption has been made in 
the case of Khulna? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: In Khulna this 
amount was given because an embankment there gave in; theiefore, 
the money was spent there. 

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Mem> 
her l)e pleased to state whether the khux mahol is within the area 
included in the answer to question 17? Is it a part of the affected 
area? 

Tfia HonOHa Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Yes. 

Rat HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon'ble Mem- 
l)er be pleased to state how it i* that in spite of the fact that Khulna 
people have contributed Hs. towards gratuitous relief, Ooi'ern* 

ment has not supplemented that relief by any contribution under the 
head Gratuitous relief.”? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Government 
will give the jiecessary relief after the amount is spent. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; WQl the Hon’ble Mem. 
ber be pleased to state why, in view of the answer given to the first 
part of question 18 , that Ehulna is along with the other districts of 
Burdwan, Birbhuiii, Bankura, etc., more or less affected by distress, 
no piovision for giatuitous relief has been made for the affected areas 
in Khulna? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJi: It has not been 
asked for by the local officers. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honble Mem- 
her Ik* pleased to state whose duty it is to provide for gratuitous relief? 
Is it the duty of (loverniiieiit or of the local officers? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Any grant by 
the liocal (ioverniiient for gratuitous relief is based on a demand by 
the local officers. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honble Mem- 
ber be to state whether it is a fact that the District Magistrate of 
Khulna asked for contributions from the public, and in spite of that 
fact he did not ask for any help from Government? 

Tha Hon*bla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI; He has not yet 

asked for gratuitous relief. 

Mr. P. C. BASU: Will the Hoifble Member be pleased to state, 
so far as Burdwan is concerned, how many persons are affected? 

Tha Hon’Ma Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I can’t say. 

Mr. P. C. BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member 1 )e pleased to state 
why it is that no gratuitous relief has Wen sanctioned for Burdwan? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: It was not aske^ 
for by the local officers. 

Mr. P. 0* BASU: Will the Hon'ble Member W pleased to state 
whether it is not a fact that the Collector and Commissioner of 
Burdwan ai'e asking for famine relief from everybody, and are not 
asking Government for it? 

Tha Hon*bla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The answer to 
the first part of the question is in the affirmative; to the second part, 
in the negative. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that the steps taken by Government are quite inadequate to meet 
the situation? 
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TIM H0ll1ll« Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATAR<|I: That is a matter 
of opinion. 

Attiah Forasts. 

•IS. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: Will the Hon bio 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Forests) be pleased 
to state the names of the landlords with their respective shares in the 
Attiah pahm of the Tangail subdivision, w'ho agreed to make over the 
forest of the said pahar to the control of the Government ? 

MEMBER in charga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 
(FORESTS) (tha Hon»bla Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chau- 
dhurif Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari): The names of proprietors with 
their respective shares, who agreed to make over the Attiah Forests 
to Government for management, are given below; — 


Schedule shoicituj the uames of propnetopA nud ihetr respectice share 
irho hare sif/ned the <tpphcaiton to Government for taking over 
the mnnagement of Attiah Forests, 

A. g. kr. kt. ti). dt. dh 

1 . Dacca Nawab Estate 

2. General Manager, Karatia Ward’s Estate 

3. General Manager, Gayhata Waixl’s Estate 

4. Bayed Nawab Nswab Ah Chaudhuri 

5. Sayetl Nur AhamtHl Hoslien Chaudhuri 
Bayed Muhammad Hoshen Chaudhuri 

6. Babu Surendra Prosatl I.ahin ("haudhun 

7. Bayed Khan Chaudhun 

8. Kahimanncssa Khanum Chaudhurani 

9. Rai Prionath Rov Chaudhuri 
Babu Nnpendra Nath Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Jitendra Nath Roy Chaudhun 

10. Babu Harendra Kumar Roy Cliaudhuri 
Rai Mohan Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Rebati Mohan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Nagendra Nath Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Kali Proshanna Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Syma Proshanna Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Oiiro Proshanna Roy ('haudhun 
Babu Hari Proshanna Roy ('hsiidhuri 
Babu Radha Charan Roy Chautihuri 
Babu Rama Nath Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Haribaia Nath Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Debendra Nath Roy C'hau<lhun 
Babu Janaki Nath Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Satyendra Nath Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Promatha Nath Roy (’haudhun 
Babu Brojo Baliav Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Biwil Kumar Roy Chaudhuri 
Srimati Bhabani Sundan Roy Chaudhurani 
Babu Sorojendra Nath Rov Chaudhun 
Babu Budhirendra Nath Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Samarendra Nath Roy (Tliaudhuri 
Babu Sankai: Nath Roy CTjaudburi, represented by 
natural guardian and next fnend mother Maklu ti 
Pen Chaudhurani by their attorney. 
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(M7 I 1 12 0 0 


Carried over 


10 7 2 1 40} 0 0 
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A. g. kr. kt. til. dt. dh 
Brought forward 10 7 2 1 49| 0 0 

1 1 . Tiabu Monindra Mohan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Xarendra Mohan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Saf/hindra Mohan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Akahay Kumar Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Bhupendra Mohan Chaudhuri 
Babu Apurba Kumar Roy Cfliaudhuri 
Babu Abinaah Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Amuiya Cltaran Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Jyottflh Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
Babii Hatish Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu KHhitiah Chan<lra Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Surt^sh Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Hansh Cliandra Roy Chaudhuri, minor represented 

bv natural gardian and next friend Unmadini 
Chaudhurani by their attorney Durganath Saha. 

12. Maulvi Abdur Rahman Chaudhuri 

13. Asia Khatun Chaudhurani .. 0 0 11 12f 0 o 

U. Babu Kamini Kumar Roy Chaudhuri . . 

Babu Jashoda Kumar Roy Chaudhuri ..> 0 0 0 0 161 ^ 

Babu Ananta Kumar Roy Chaudhuri . . J 

15. Maulvi Abdul Haque Khan Chaudhuri 01001100 

16. Maulvi Ali Mohomined Khan Chaudhuri 0 5 3 0 0 0 0 

17. Maulvi Ali Mohommed Khan Chaudhuri 0 1 1 0 6 0 0 

16. Babu Jagot Hon Roy Chaudhuri 

Babu Mohendra Kumar Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Gogeiidra Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
19. Babu Devemlra Kumar Roy Chaudhuri 
Srn. Brinda Uaneo Chaudhurani 

11 4 0 0 42* I 35 

Closing of the Courts of the District Magistrate of Bcgra on certain 
occasions. 

^20. Srijut NAGENDRA MATH SEN: {a) Is the Rou ble Member 
ill churfre of tlie Department of Revenue (iiuml Revenue) aware that 
the District Magistrate of Rogra did not close his courts and otHies 
and the courts and ofHc'es .subordinate to him in spite of the receipt 
of (Government orders to do so on the following occasions, namely: — 

(0 the death of the Right Ron’lde Satyendra Prasauna Baro6 
Sinha of Raipur; and 

(//) the death of the HoiPble the Maharaja Kshaunhsh Chandra 
Ray Bahadur, of Nadia? 

{h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleaseil to state what steps, if any, the Government have 
taken in the matter? 

Ths Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: (a) It has been 
ascertained that on both the occasions referred to the District Magis- 
trate of Bogra closed the offices and courts immediately on receipt of 
Government orders. 

{h) The question does not arise. 


j. 0 1 2 0 19 0 0 

} 0 1 0 2 0 I 35 
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NACENDRA NATH SENS Is the Hon'ble Meml>er aware 
that the District Magistrate of Bogra oanie to office on a particular 
day at 5 o'clock in the evening, and not earlier*:^ 

The Hofi*ble Sir NALINI RAN4AN CHATARJI: ^o. 


Sub-lnspeotors of Schools. 

•21. Mauivi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: {a) Will the Hon*l)le Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education W pleased to state the 
principle on which the rate of increment of the salaries of Suh- 
Inapectors of Schools was bused when the time-scale of increment was 
intraduced in 1921? 

(h) Do the Doverninent intend to revise the present system? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur): (n) The time- 
scale of pay with the minimum of Ks. 7o and the maximum of Rs. 200 
was fixed for Suh- Inspectors of SThools, taking into consideration the 
nature and impoHance of their <iuties. The late of annual increment 
of pay in that time-scale was determined in accordance with the usual 
principle in such matters, riz.^ that the maximum pay might ordi- 
narily l>e reached by officei> recruited tor ilirect appointment us Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools in such time as to get the full benetit of pav 
at that rate in the matter (*f pension on retirement, at the age of oo 
years. 

il^) No. 


High English School for Girls at Faridpur. 

•22. Maulwi TAMIZUDD1N KHAN: (a) Is the Hoirble Minister 
in chai*ge of the Department of E<liication aware that there is a great 
demand for a High English School f«)r (lirls at luriilpui ? 

(h) If so, whether the (joverninent intend to raise the existing 
Middle English School for (lirls at haiidpui to the status of a High 
School ? 

The Hon’blo NAWAB MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) and {b) A projKisal has been leiehed by the Director of Ihihlic 
IiiHtruction for raising the Faridpur Middle English School for (Jills to 
the status of a High English School. The mutter is under his con- 
sideration. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister l»e 
pleased to state how long the matter ha« Wen under ronsideration? 
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The HonHile Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahaihir: I 

have got the file here. cheers.) The Inspector of Schools sent 

his report to the Director of Public Instruction on the 24th April 
1928, and the Director has replied to that letter on the 12th May 
1928. 

Mr. 8UBHAS CHANDRA B08E; Will the Honhle Minister be 
pleased to state when a decision will be come to as a result of this 
consideration? 

Tha Honlila Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

cannot say at present. 

3-30 p.m. 


Distress in the Balurghat subdivision. 

*23. Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to lay on the table a statement regarding the dis- 
tress in the Balurghat subdivision in the district of Dinajpur with 
particular i-eference to the following points: — 

(t) approximate number of the people affected; 

(it) the amount sanctioned by Government for agricultural loans 
and the amount actually disbursed till the end of June, 1928; 
(Hi) the number of people who have received such loans and the 
terms on which the loans are being given; 

(tr) whether the loans given are intended to enable the raiyat to 
purchase cuttle and seeds and to maintain himself and hia 
family ; 

(r) what amount have the Government sanctioned for test relief 
works carried on by the District Board, and what amount 
has been actually advanced up to the end of June; 5 

(lu) what amount has been advanced by Government for gratuitous 
relief and how many j>eople have actually received gratuitous 
relief till the end of June; 

(tui) whether (‘uses of death from staiwation have come to the 
notice of Government and, if so, how many ; 

(nil) whether instances of attempts to commit suicide on account 
of pangs of hunger and sales of wife and children have come 
to the notice of the Government ; and 
(w) whether the Government intend to declare the distress area as 
a famine area? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ir) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what are the reasons for not doing so? 
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TIN Hon>bl« Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: (<i) (i) One 
hundred and fifty thousand persons afferted. 

(ti) A sum of Bs. 2,67,201 was sanctioned by Government for agri- 
cultural loan. A sum of Rs. 1,70,892 was actually disbursed up to 
30th June, 1928. 

(tit) Eight thousand five hundred and ninety people received agri- 
cultural loan till the end of June, 1928. The loan was given on joint 
and several liability at per cent., repayable in 2 equal instalments 
on Ist Februar>% 1930, and 1st February-, 1931. 

(ir) Loans were given to enable the raiyats to purchase plough 
cattle and seeds and not for maintenance. 

( r) A sum of Rs. 74, (KK) was saiu'tioned by Government for test 
relief works carried out by the District Board. The entire amount 
has been advanced to the District Board. 

(ri) Rupees 4,000 has been sanctioned by Government for gratui- 
tous relief. This was supplemented by public subscriptions amounting 
to Rs. 8,231 which is being utilised in gratuitous relief; 1,244 persona 
actually received gratuitous relief in the week ending 2()th »]une, 
and in the previous w’eek 870, 

(vfi and riii) No such case has been reported to Government. 
There have, however, been allegations of such occurrences which, on 
enquiries, has been found not to be true. 

(i» No, in the present circumstances. 

(/i) The state of things which warrants the declaration of famine 
does not exist, ride section 08, Famine Code. The number of per- 
sons on test works is rapidly decreasing. 

Maulvi KADER BAK8H: Will the Iloirble Member be pleaaed 
to state whether the entire amount of Rs. 4,(KM) sonctioned by Govern- 
ment for gratuitous relief has Wen spent y 

Th« Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN GHATARJI: 1 do not know. 

Maulvi KADER BAK8H; Is the Hon’ble Meiubc^r aware that 
several persons including 3 widows, who were recommended for sueb 
relief by the Circle Clfficer, were refused by the Subdi visional Officer 
of Balurghat, Mr. MnllikK 

Tlia HOfinbla Sir NALINI RANilAN CHATARdI; I shall enquire 
into the matter. 

Maulvi KADER BAKSH: Will the Hnn’lde Member be pleased 
to state whether the seedling season. i>.. the season for sowing seedsp 
has been over by this time, and will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
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to state whether the entire amount of Rs. 2,67^1, sanctioned by 
Ooveniment for agricultural loans, has been paid up to the 30th 
June 1928? 

Thf Hon’bit Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARil: The seedling 
season is not yet over, and loans are still being advanced. 

Mauivi KADER BAKSH: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that I 
informed the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice, the Hon'ble Member in charge, 
and His Excellency the Ooveruor, that the period of sowing seeds 
would l)e over by the '30th J une ? 1 f so, was any enquiry made of the 

local officers? 

Th« Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANdAN CHATARdI: 1 am not aware 
of it. 

MtUivi KADER BAKSH; Will the Ibm’ble Member be pleased 
to state the reasons why the entire amount was not advanced? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 

BabU dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With regard to 
answer ifr) riz., that loans were given to enable the raiyats to pur- 
chase plough, cattle and seeds and not for maintenance, is the Hon’ble 
Meml»er aware that the amount given out as loans were totally in- 
sufficient to enable the raiyats to purchase plough cattle and seeds? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANdAN CHATARdI: No. 

Babu dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Will the Hon’ble 
MeniWr be pleased to state the leason why loans were not given for 
maintenance? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANdAN CHATARdI; That is the prac- 
tice. 

Bibu dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Will the Hon’ble 
Meml)er l)e pleased to state if there is any legal bar to loans l>eing 
given for maintenance? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANdAN CHATARdI: No, but 

Section 41 of the Famine Code does not pi*ovide for that, 

Babu dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With reference 
to answer (m), that no such case has been leported to Government, 
will the Hon’ble Member W pleased to state if the Government takes 
jDotice of newspaper reports regarding deaths from starvation? 







Mr. PRESIDENT; I do not allow that question. 

Btbu ilOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With ivpud to 
my question as to whether it was broiijrht to the notice of Government 
the deaths from starvation, may I know whether the attention of 
Government was drawn to the death reimrt.s which appeared in the 
Forward of the 1st June, mentioning: the names and addresses of the 
villafrersP 

Th« HonMUia Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: It is not m 

order for a meml)er to ask a ([uestion based on a newspaper report. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must tell the Iloirble Member timt there is 
no such rule which helps the decision, but it has aluavs Wen the prac- 
tice in this House that (juestions or anything: for the mattei of that 
based on new'spaper reports are not to be pennitted. It the Ilon’ble 
Member likes, he may not answer this <juestion. 

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Is it not the practice. 
Sir, to allow the framing’ of (jnestions on newspapei leports, if the 
member putting: that (luestion takes personal responsibility tor (orrect* 
ness? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (^lit^ s(». it is permissible wheii the member 
makes himself respfuisible tor its accuracy. 

Btbu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI; With legurd to 

my (juestion whether cases (»f death from starvation were bioug’ht to 
the in)tice of (loveiiinient , am I not entitled to know whethci the 
attention of Government was dnnvn to the deaths trotn starvatitm 
published in the newspapei- on the 1st ot June? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is desirable and also essential that a memWr 
should verify a report which appeals in a ne%xsj)aper betoie he bases 
his question on it. He must make hiiiiselt resjamsible for its uta’uraey. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Am 1 entitled 

to have that information from Government? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your rpiestion? 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Mv (piestion U 
whether the cases of deaths reported in the f* ffnrord of 1st dune inere 
noticed by Goveinmeiit. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Do you take jieisimal i;ehi)OU»ibility tor the 
correctness, of the report ? 
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Bibu 40CINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTIS I do. 

BabU JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: The question is, whether 
the attention of Government has been drawn to the newspaper report? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The Hon'ble Member may answer Mr. Chaki-a- 
varti’s question if he likes? 

Thi Hon’bla Sir NALINI RANdAN CHATARdi: The attention 
of Government was drawn to most of the reports which appeared in 
the newspapers, but I cannot say whether the attention of Govern- 
ment was drawn to this particular report. 

BabU JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: May I further 
inquire as to how many cases of allegations of death from starvation 
have been found to l»e untrue? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 doubt if the question is reasonable, for the 
simple reason that it is, perhaps, impossible for the Hon’ble Member 
to give offhand, the exact number of such cases. 

BabU JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Will the Honble 
Member lie pleased to state who made these inquiries? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question is reasonable and relevant. 

Thi Honnilla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The local officers. 

BabU JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Did the Collec- 
tor make the inquiries, or anybody else? 

Thi Hon’bla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I cannot say. ^ 

tabu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: May I know 

what the result of the inquirj- was? 

Thi Hon’bii Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: If I can get the 

particulars, I cun give the answers. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to 
state what number out of these 150, 000 people, who were really needy, 
received the agricultural loan? 

TN Hofinili Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I cannot possibly 
say. I have already stated in my answer the number 8,590. 
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Dfi ii« DAS GUPTAs Will the Hoii*ble Member kindly state 
how is it that if only about 8,CKX) people meived agricultural loan, 
out of a total number of 150,000, the rest received any help!^ 

Tilt Hon’bit Sir NALINI RANilAN CHATARill: The number 
8,590 represents not individuals but families. 

Dfs «!• ii« DAS GUPTAs Will the Hoirble Member be pleased to 
state how many members go to make n family? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 

MtUivi ABDUL KARIM: Will the llon’ble Memlier be pleased to 
state whether the decrease in the number of persons employed on test 
works is due to the fact that there has lieen decrease in distress, or 
that the people are getting too exhausted to l>e able to do any work? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The people are 
now engaged on cultivation. 


Crop prospocts in oortain parts of Khulna. 

*24. Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: {a) U the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) aware 
that there is a portion of the Khulna district (Satkhira and portion of 
the Sadar subdivision) which was described in Khulna (^)Ilector 
Sir. Vincent’s Famine Report of 1897 as a “permanent famine area?” 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that irrigation of this {Mirtion 
has been rendered impossible owing to the silting up of the Matha> 
bhanga at the place where it takes off from the (faiiges? 

{(') Is the Hon’ble Member aware that owing to this fact the 
Kobadak and the Betua rivers are not supplied with any fresh sweet 
water of the Ganges? 

(d) Is it a fact that this causes the inrush of the salt wat<*r, making 
cultivation impossible in the “ famine area”? 

The Hon'ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATAR4I: (a) This iMirtion 
of the district is not described as a permanent famine area in 
Mr. Vincent’s report. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) It is understood that if there is plenty of rain in June and 
July, the salt is washed out of the sf>il, and provided there are sufficient 
embankments and sluices, the prosi)ect of good crops is not hopeless in 
any area. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIS What particular area has 
been described by Mr. Vincent as a permanent famine area in Khulna? 

Tha Hofi’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The Hon’ble 
Member is referred to the report. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 submit, Sir, that the 
reply is not in order. The question was whether the area conies within 
the area described by Mr. Vincent as the permanent famine area. 
Goveinnient has avoided answerin>>: it by saying that it i.s included. 
I ask whether the Hon’ble Member in charge has any idea of the area 
or not? 

The Hon’ble Sir NAtINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I cannot say. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; With reference to (d) 
will the Hon’ble Member be jdcased to state when is the proper sowing 
season ? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I understand 
that transplantation goes on up to July. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid on the table). 

DJtenu Kiran Chandra Das. 

19. Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the I’olitical Department be pleased to state the 
date on which externee Srijut Kiran Cliundra Das was taken under 
custody and the i>eriod of his detention in jails and externment? 

(fi) Is it not a fact that Srijut Kiran Chandra Das petitioned the 
Governor for increasing his allow’ance, but his prayer was rejected? * 
(c) Is it a fact that in October, 1927, externee Srijut Kiran Chandra 
Das was attactod with high fever? 

{d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that he had to jwy about Ks. 50 
for medicul expenses? 

(c) Is it not a fact that he had aiqilied for the amount which the 
Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Intelligence Branch, Criminal 
Investigation Department, Bengal, refused? 

(/) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hoii*hle 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentloe): {a) He was arrested on Mait'h 11th, 1927. 
He was in jail for 28 days and has been externed for about 8 months. 
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(c) The detenu, according to the statement of his uncle, suffered 
in October, 1927, fiom a mild tyj.e of influenza. 

(d) In an application for the payment of medical expenses, it wa» 
stated that the detenu had been visited by a doctor three times and 
that some exi)enditure had been incurred ft»r medicines. 

(c) and (/) The application was rejet^ted, us the monthly allowance 
jwid to him together with a lump sum given him t»n externment were 
considered sufficient to cover these ex|H*nses. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: With reference to answer (c) and 
(/), will the Hon’ble Member be plea>ed to state what the lump sum 
wa.s? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (iove rnment are not 
prepared to give any information regarding the amount of ullouames. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Will the ITon'ble Member be 
pleased to state what the monthly allowance is.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (ioveinment have always 
refused to make such statements. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Is that also kept secret from the 
detenus them.selves? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: May 1 ask why the Hon’bl^ 

Member is not prepared to make the statement Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (Government are of opinion 
that * the amount of allowance is u matter which com'erns only the 
detenu and his family, and is not a matter of public interest. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: May I ask whether the detenu 
in question is going to be released shortly ? 

Tht Hon’Me Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid 1 cannot say. 


Detenu Romeeh Chandra Aoharyya. 

28. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Mem* 
her in charge of the Political Department be pleased U» stato— 

(a) tbe date of arrest of Srijut Romesh Chandra Acharyya; 

(h) the place in which he is now interned; 
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(c) whether it is a fact that he has been suffering from malarial 

ferer ; 

(d) whether the place where he is now domiciled is malarious; 

and 

(e) whether the Government intend to release him immediately? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) 31st March, 1925. 

(b) At his home. 

(r) Yes; it was reported that he was suffering from malaria from 
the 15th to 2f)th November, 1927, but that since then his health has 
been good. 

(d) Government have no information. 

(c) No. 


Monthly allowances of detenus. 

21. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Political Department l)e pleased to state — 

(a) who are the detenus whose monthly allowances have been 

withheld as soon as the externment orders served on them 
had been withdrawn; 

(b) whether in their present financial state it is impossible for 

them to settle in life it their monthly allowances are 
withheld ; 

(c) whether a monthly allowance is l)eing provided to some detenu.s 

under conditional release while it is being withheld in some 
other covses; 

(d) whether it is the duty of the Government to supply the nece-s- 

sary expenses of the detenus after their release for such time 
as they may reasonably take to settle in life; and 

(e) if 80 , why the supply of necessary allowance has been withheld 

in their cases? 

The HoiPblC Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Government are not 
prepared to supply this information. 

(6) In all cases where Government are satisfied that the temporary 
continuance of a monthly allowance is desirable, a temimrary allow- 
ance is sanctioned. 

(c) Yes. 

{d) No. The resjHmsibility of Government in the matter of allow- 
ances is limiied to cases covered by section 21, Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act. 

(e) D»)ea not arise. 
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D4teiii BhuiMndra Kumtr Dulta. 

S2« Df« KUMUD 8ANKAR RAYs Will the Hon’ble Member in 
chfl^ge of the Political Dejwrtmeiit be pleased U\ state whether— 

(a) Bhupendra Kumar l>iata, of Thakurpur. district Jessore, had 

been arrested on the 25th September. Ilt2d, uiuler oiieration 
of Bengal Kegulation III of 1818 and was thereafter detained 
under the Bengal Criminal Uaw Amendment Ordinance: 

(b) he is now domiciled at home in Thakurpur; and 

{(') the Government intend to releasi* him immediately 

The Hen’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) Yes 

(5) and (r) No. He has already In'en released suhject to certain 
conditions si>ecified under Motion 11(7) in), (/>) ami (c) of the A<'t. 


Irrigation of Bengal. 

23. Srijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: u/) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation b«en 
drawn to the lecture (hdivered by Sir William Willcocks on the 
Gth March last on the K(‘storation of Am ieiit Iirigation of Hengaiy 

ih) If so, will the llon’ble Member Ik* pleased t(» state whether the 
Government j»roj)ose to take an\ action oi» the basis of those remarks? 

(c) If not, why not? 

MEMBER in Charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hon*lilo Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
of Dhanbari): (d) Yen. 

(b) Government have (‘ontinnously under consideration the ([uewtion 
of the irrigation of Bengal, and Sir William AVillcocks* proponals have 
uoA been ignored. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Will the Hoirble Member l>e pleased to state 
whether tbe scheme, known as the Grand Trunk t’anal, is still under the 
consideration of Government? 

The Honbla Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI 
CHAUOHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: (The llon’ble Memlier’s 

not heard at the re|K)rters' table.) 


0 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIS With reference to answer 
(6), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps have been 
taken in view of Sir Willcocks proposals? 

Th« Hofi’blo Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadurp of Dhanbari; It is under the consideration 
of Government. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: May 1 ask whether the 

Hon’ble Member is prepared to make a statement on the irrigation 
policy of the Government of Bengal as a result of the consideration 
of Sir Willcock’s speech? 

The Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Not lit present. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I ask of the Hon’ble 
Member in cliarge of the Inigation i)oitfoli<> as to whether he is at all 
prepared and, if so, when? 

Tha Hon'bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I have already said that it 
is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. J. M. BEN GUPTA: May I rise to a ])oint of order? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Bose stood up before you and caught my 
eye. He is in possession of the Htmse, and you cannot rise to a point 
of order until I hear Mr. Bose. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Sir, I give up my claim tor my 
leader. 

Mr. df M. BEN GUPTA: My submission is this.: After the unstarr^ 
question •(), the Secretary has not given that amount of time between 
two <]ue«tionii which is reijuired under the rules. I ask you for a rule 
on this? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Could you imiiit out any rule under which any 
time is specified? 

Mr. d. M. BEN GUPTA. A reasonable time is specified under the 
rules. 

Mr. PREBIDiNT. It does not certainly take one very long to rise 
in his seat and put a question. 
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Ufa tl« Ha SEN GUPTA a. My complaint is that the Secittarv did not 
wait a reasonable time before putting the next question. 

Hr# 8UBHAS CHANDRA BOSEs I still (daim my right to put a 
supplementary question on unstarred question 20. 

Mr# PRESIDENT* That question is long past. 

Mfa SUBHA8 CHANDRA BOSEs After the Secretary goes on racing 
in this fashion, it is impossible for us to put any supplementary question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Secretary was stopped when he was putting 2d. 
You may ask supplemental^’ questions on 2d. 

Mr. 8UBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: As a prcitest against your ruling^ 
I decline to put any ([uestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Next quest ion. 


Tube-well in DAk Bungalow oompound at Bogra. 

24. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURIl 

(//) Will the non’hle Minister in charge of the Department nt Public 
Works be pleased t(> state the cost incurred by the (Government in sink- 
ing the big tube-well at Bogra in the Dak Bungalow compound)^ 

(h) Why was it sunk!" 

ic) Is it in working order? 

{(I) If the answer to ir) is in the atfinnative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister In? pleased to state why is it lying idle? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) Rupees 12,8(t2-(>. 

(b) It was .sunk w’ith the idea of utilising it a« the source of wat4ir 
in any water-works scheme that the Bogra Miinicijmlity might u» future 
undertake in the municipal area. 

(c) It has never been worked since it was sunk, hut there is no 
reason to apprehend that it is not in workable order. 

(d) Because there are no water-works yet in connection with which 
it could be used. 


Bogra Watar^upply Schama. 

SB. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN OHAUDHURIr 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Ix>cat 
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Self-Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Govern- 
ment sunk the bi^< tube-well at Bogra in the Dak Bungalow compound 
for opening a water-works? 

(6) What will be the total cost of the scheme? 

(c) What amount did the Government, Bogra Municipality and 
Bogra District Board, respectively, promise to advance? 

(d) Is there any (chance of taking up the work in hand during the 
current year? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) Yes, 
ft tube-well was sunk in the Dak Bungalow' (‘ompound at Bogra. This, 
like certain tube-wells in other places, was sunk tf) test the possibility 
ti{ a regular w’ater-supply scheme. 

(h) Tw'o schemes have been juepared. The cost of the initial 
scheme is estimated at Its. 98,700 and that of the complete scheme 
Its. 1,30,500. 

(r) Neither of these schemes has been submitted to Government, nor 
have proposals been submitted for financing either of them. Govern- 
ment have no information on this point. 

(d) No; as projH)sal.s have not yet been re(‘eived from the 
Municipality. 


Firearms licences. 

26. Mr. 8YED MD. ATIQULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Bolice Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the names and addresses of — 

(i) the persons who applied for firearms licences from Ist April to 
Ist June 1928; i 

(u) the persons to w'hom licences have been grunted; 

(ill) the persons to whom licences have been refused; 

(ir) the ]>er8onN whose <‘ases are still under consideration; and 
(r) the qualifications of all the applicants? 

{b) How many applicants have paid income-tax prior to their 
applications, and what is the amount of income-tax paid by each of 
them? 

MEMBER in chtrgc of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tfio Hon’blo Mr. 
W. 0. R. Pnntico): {a) and (b) Government are not in possession of 
the detailed information requii*ed to enable them to answer the question. 
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Hi'# SYEO MOt ATIQULLAHs May I a»k whether the Hon’ble 
Member made an attempt to obtain the information required by himP' 

The Hofi’bie Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; No. 


Mtenu Srijut Kiran Chandra Mukharji. 

27. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: Will the lloti'lilo 
Member in charge of the Political Department plear4e<l to state — 

(a) whether representation has been made to the (Government that 

living at Vixaga[)atam is very ex[>ensive and a sick detenu 
cannot maintain himself there on an allowaine less than 
Hs. 150 per month ; 

(b) whether the (Government propose to reconsider the case of the 

increment of allowance of sick detenus externed at 
Vizagapatam ; 

(c) whether Srijut Kiran ('handra Mukharji is now externed at 

Vizagapatam in the Presidency ot Ma<lras; 

{d) whether it is a fact that in mblition to paralysis, Kiran Babu 
has haemoptysis with attendant low fever; 

(e) whether it is a fa<*t that he applii**! to the (io\ eminent of 
Bengal for leave to come over to Bengal in order to have 
projxu* medi<*al examination and treatment whi«h is not 
available at Vizagapatam; and 

(/) whether the (Government projiose to allow him U) come to 
Bengal for this puriKiseP 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. R. D. PRENTICE: (/;) Yes 

(b) No. 

(c) Ye». 

{d) He has suffered from paralysis of the left arm since childhood. 
No report has been receiveil that he is suffering from hiemoptysiH. 

(e) Yes. 
if) No. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: With refoieme (o (/-). will ihe 
Hon’ble Member be pleahed to state why thin imrement »ai. refuHwl? 


Til. HwilM. Mr. W. 0. R. PREMTICi: Beramte evriytbinj? rele- 
vant had been. considered when the allowance was originally granted. 
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Mr# KIRAN SANKAR ROYS How was it considered? 

TiM Hofi’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It was considered what 
amount was required to live reasonably and de(;ently. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: With regard to answer (a), the 
Hon’ble Member has stated that the allowance is Rs. 150 a month. 
How does he reconcile it with the statement of policy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would like to explain 
that when these answers were prepared, I was new to the job of answer- 
ing these questions. Drafts were put up and, in order not to delay them, 
I passed some of them, but 1 also called for previous papers in order to 
see what the policy of Government was in answering these questions, 
and my statement of policy is the result of the examination of prece- 
dents. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: With reference to (d), may I know 
whether he is still having low' fever? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 cannot say. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Do 1 take it that the answer includes 
the latter part of the (juestiou also? 

The Hon’ble M<r. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There is only one question 
you have asked, “ wdiether it is a fact,” and the answer is, “ it is a fact.” 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: The ([uestion was whether proper facil- 
ities were not available at Vizugaputam, and the Government anawer 
is “Yes.” What does that mean? ^ 

The HoiPble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There are facilities for 
medical examination in numerous places outside Bengal. 


Jtnrenile Court. 

2S. Ml^. P, E. ilAMES: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Judicial Dejiartment be pleased to state whether he is aware 
that although the Bengal Children’s Act was passed in 1922, no Juvenile 
Court has yei been constituted under section 37 of that Act? 

(5) What is the reason for this delay, or what obstacles are in 
.the way of the establishment of such a Court? 
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(r) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of the neeesi^ity for a properly 
constituted Court presided over by a sti|>endiary Magistrate with experi- 
ence in the treatment of juvenile offenders and assisted by a woman 
Magristrate ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to state w'hether step* 
w’ill be taken at an early date to bring section *‘17 of the Bengal 
Children’s Act in force? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon^blo 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (n) This is not correct. A Juvenile Court has 
been established under section *17, Bengal Children’s Act, for each of 
the areas in which the Act is in force, excejd (\ilcutta. where a (\>urt 
for the trial of juvenile otfenders was established in 1914. The tiuestion 
of establishing a larger Court under section *17, Bengal Children's Act, 
in Calcutta is under consideration. 

(/>) Does not arise, 

(f) The matter is under con. side ration. 

id) Section d7, Bengal (’hildren's Act. is in force in the areas spei’i- 
fied in the Notification No. oHoO J., dated 2drd June, 19‘J7. (Copy of 
the Notification is placed on the table.) 


N otificatioii referred to m the repli/ to rlause id) o/ tinatorred 
ij {test ion So. *.V. 

So. . — The 2:]rd June, /9?7.— In exercise of the jHiwers con- 

ferred by sul>“section (2) of section 1 and sub-section (/) of sei'tion 27 
of the Bengal Children’s Act, V.r22 (Bengal Act TI of 19‘2‘2). the (lover- 
nor in Council is jileased to declare that the provision of the said Act, 
with the exi’eption of the following seidions, shall c<une into force in 
the tow'n of Calcutta, the munnipality of Howrah and the [ndicc- 
stntions of Bally, Jagacha, Sankrail and Doiiijur in the district of 
Howrah, with effect from the 1st July, 192*, namely: Section 27 (/) 
0) (ti) (Hi) (a) (b) ic) (d) ie) and (/). Sci tion ‘27 (2) (n) (b) (e) (d) 
and (/). Section 2H (2) (d) (■/). Seetioiis ‘29 and ;t0. 

2. Notifications Nos 7429J., dated the ‘2Hth November, 192d, 
2494J., dated the 27th March. 1925, 4:i24J., dated the 17th June, 1925, 
4412J., dated the 25th June, lff2b. 5I74J,, dated the 28th July, 1926, 
and 415J. and 416.1,, dated the 17th January, 1927, are hereby cancelled. 

Mr. P. E. JAMES: Is the Hon’ble MeiiiWr aware that the Court of 
Juvenile Offendei> established in 1914 is not the same either in inten- 
tion or procedure as the Court contemplates under section 37 of the 
Bengal Children’s Act? 
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TIm Hon’blf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid I do not quite 
underHtand what difference the hon’ble member is referring to. Under 
the rules, eveiy Court established in 1914 follows a procedure very 
Hiniilai to those provided under the Children’s Act for the Children’s 
CouH. 


Mr. F. E. JAMES: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that actually thei-e 
are considerable differences in these rules, and that no Court which is 
not established under the rules similar to those laid down in the 
Children’s Act can be called adequately to deal with the juvenile 
offenders? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES I am not aware what 
difference the hon’ble member is referring to. I will discuss with him 
the whole question later on, if he wishes to do so. We shall then 
consider whether it is necessary to issue a revised Notification for 
Calcutta. 


Alleged acquisition of certain debutter ” lands in mauza 
Konnagar, Ghatal. 

29. Babu MAHENDRA NATH MAITI : (^0 Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether the (Government intend to acquire the (hhutter 
homestead lands of several Brahmin families in mauza Konnagar 
within the town of (Ghatal on the western bank of the river Silabati in 
the district of Midnapore for the purjiose of constructing office build- 
ings and family quarters for the officers of the Departments of Public 
Works and Irrigation? 

{h) If th<» answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bl^ 
Member be pleuvsed to state whether he is aware that — 

ii) these Brahmin families have been residing there for several 
generations ; 

(n) their homesteads contain temples of family idols which they 
worship from generation to generation; and 

{Hi) this proposal is likely to entail great hardship on these jmor 
people and wound their religious feelings? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to .state whether in the 
cases of acquisition of lands, do the Government intend to exclude the 
temples of family idols? 
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(d) Has the Hon*ble Member received any memorial from the 
l>er8on8 who will be prejudicially affected by su(‘h uc<|uisition as also 
from the j^eneral public of the Ghatal town protestiiif? ajsrainst this 
proposal ? 

(e) Are the Government considering: the desirability of abandoning* 
the idea of acquiring these lands and securing other lands if at all 
necessarj* ? 

Tht H«n*ble Sir N ALIN I RANdAN CHATARdI: (a) No. 

(b) to (e) Do not arise. 


Korotoya River. 

30. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURU 

(rt) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation 
be pleased to state whethei* it is a fact that the health of the distric t of 
B(»gra has greatly suffeied ami deteriorated owing to the silting up of 
the river Korotoya? 

ih) Is it a fact that the river Bangali is not fed by the waters of 
the river Kata Khali but by the Brahmaputra (dumna) through the 
river Balai? 

(r) Is it a fact that the (iovernment apprehends that the excavation 
of the river Kata Khali will injure* the current oi the Bangali river? 

id) Has there been any j)roiH‘r imiuiry into the matter? 

(c) If so, will the Hoirbb* Member be pleased t<» lay on the table 
a copy of the rejKirt of the imjuirv? 

(/) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to excavate the 
silted l)ed of the nver Korotoya at Kata Khali? 

Th6 Hon’bid Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIf 
Khan Bahadurp of Ohanbari: oil Government is not aware that the 
health of the district of Bogra has greatly siiffc’red and deterioiuted 
owing to the .silting up of the river Korotoya. 

(b) No. The river Bangali is led mainly by the river Kata Khali. 

(c) No. The Kata Khali is a living river (though its discharge 
is less than formerly), and its excavation is not ne<*«*ssary. 

(d) There has Wn a preliminary enquiry. 

(e) A copy of the rej»ort the preliminarv em|uir>' is laid on the 
table. 

(/) No. ^ 
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Report ref erred to in the reply to clause (e) of unstarred question 
No. 30. 

Dated Jalpaiguri, the 18th June, 1925. 

From — Rai Sahib J. N. Roy, Executive Engineer, Jalpaiguri 
Division, 

To — The Cliief Engineer, Bengal, Irrigation Department. 

With reference to your No. 1428 1, dated the 18th April, 1925, 
I have the honour to rejKirt for your information as follows: — 

(a) What the effect of oi>ening the mouth of Kata Khali would be? 
The mouth of Kata Khali is already open and I presume the opening 
of the Korotoya at its jum tion with Kata Khali is meant. The effect 
will probably \w that the bed of the Korotoya will again silt up, unless 
by throwing a dam across the Kata Khali, the water from the upper 
portion of Korotoya is diverted and for(‘ed int(i the Korot. 

(h) The old bed of the Korotoya has died since the Korotoya broke 
into the Baiigali river. The Kata Khali is not at all silting up and 
there are absolutely no signs to show that the Korotoya is trying to 
get back its own channel. 

(c) The mouth of the Kata Khali is quite o|>en — and there is no need 
to dredge either the Kata Khali or the Bengali river. The channel is 
now flowing through Kata Khali and Bengali rivers. It is useless 
to dredge the silted up portion of the Korotoya near its junction with 
Katn Khali without having a propt»r channel below. In the absence 
of levels, it is not possible to estimate the amount of dredging that 
may Ik* necessary. 

For the first eight miles of the Koiotoya from its junction with the 
Kata Khali, ])ractically a new channel will have to be opened up and 
for the remaining length, an average depth of d feet oi dredging will 
be necessary, ami the probable exjK»nditure will be Hs. 4,00,fK)0. 

In order to come to a definite conclusion as to whether dredging 
will be effective and the extent of dredging that may be required, 
ti survey and sections of the whole length of the Kt)rotoya, Kata Khali 
nnd Bangali riv(*rs will be necessary and also complete set of gauge 
readings »)f the Brahmaputra river. 

General RejK»rt. — The portion of the Korotoya river lying between 
Oovindaganj in the Rangpur district and Sherpur in the Bogra district 
is lying silted up for a long time; this silting up is mainly due to the 
diversion of the water of the upper portion of the Korotoya river 
through Kata Khali into the Bangali river. The Kata Khali and 
Bangali rivers, which have now practically become one river, carry 
large volumes of water and is navigable throughout the year. At 
present the minimum depth of water in the Kata Khali near its junction 
with Korotoya i.s 2 feet. The Kata Khali as it proceeds downwards 





beOQmes deeper and near its junction with the Bangali river the 
minimum depth is 5 feet and in places it is as deep as 15 feet. The 
upper end of the Korotoya from its junction with the Kata Khali down 
to Govindaganj is absolutely dry, and the bed has completely silted 
up and in places it is about a couple of feet deeper only than the 
surrounding countrj^ level. Below Govindaganj a little water tickle 
along the bed slowly. During the ordinary flow! no water enters the 
lower end of Korotoya at A from the upper end. It is during high 
flood that the surplus water of Kata Khali overflowing its hanks jmsses 
into the silted up l>ed of the Korotoya river at A. At Khanpur^ tho 
two rivers, Korotoya and Bangali, meet again and the combined water 
forms the Fuljhore which is a big navigable river throughout the year. 


Seareh of tho premises of tho Brahmanbaria Chittaranjan Jatiya 

Prathisthan. 

31. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA; (a) Will the lion ble 
Member in charge of the Police Dt^artment be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in May last there was a sean h and raid by 
the police in the premiHt\s of the Brahmanbaria Chittaranjan Jatiya 
Prathisthan, but nothing incriminating was founds 

(/>) Is it a fact that the police took away the minute h(M)k of the 
Prathisthan and some letters of the local Congress Committee y 

(c) Is the Hon ’hie Member aware that in the afternoon of the 
11th May last, some live cartridges were found by the members of the 
said Prathisthan in an almirah of their library y 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the memlHUs kepi watch 
the whole night and noticed policemen loitering ulM>iit in the vicinity 
of the Prathisthan y 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that information ab<»ut the find 
was sent to the Siihdivisional Cfticer of Brahmanbaria who sent a 
Police Officer to whom the cartridges were made (»ver by Sri jut iiulit 
Chandra Barman, Principal t)f the institution y 

(f) Has any inquiry Imen made by Government into the matter of 
the cartridges found in the almirah and, if so, with what result y 

The Hon’blu Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) No, but the premises 
were searched on the 22nd April in the course of the investigation of a 
dacoity case. Government are inquiring whether anything incriminat- 
ing was found, and will infoim the Member of the result. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Ye^. . 
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{(1) Governnient do not know how the members spent the ni^ht. 
No |)olicemen loitered in the vicinity durinpr the night. 

{e) Yes. 

(f) An inquiry has been made, but so far there has been no result. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether he asked for a report of the facts after notice 
o-'f this question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have asked for a report, 
and the report has not yet come. We have got information by tele- 
gram regarding certain details. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: With regard to (b), has the 
Hon’ble Meml)€r made any enquiry whether there was any justification 
for the seizure of letters and minutes of the Congress Committee and of 
the Prathisthaii in the course of investigation for a dacoity case? 

The Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Uonble Member be 
pleased to make an en([uirv into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the hon ble member 
puts down a question, I shall. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Then I am giving notice, if the 
Hon’ble Member is prepared to answer the question now, whether 
Government consider that the documents of the Congress Committee 
are ns much liable to l>e seized as the booty of dacoity? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I suggest, it is a matter of^ 
opinion. 

4 p.m. 

Ral HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order: 
Babu Akbil Chandra Datta was putting a supplementary question, and 
he was on hi^ legs, when the Secretary passed on to the next question. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will you please issue instruc- 
tions to the Secretary not to go so fast, as this makes it impossible for 
meml>ers to ask supplementary' questions? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you are right in making that 
accusation. Will you please put your question now? 
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BaIni AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs In view of the universal com- 
IllAint in this matter, I hope Mr. President, you will give us sufficiently 
reasonable time for supplementary questions in futui*e? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not remind me of my duty. I know 
it sufficient!}' well. Will you please put your question F 

Babtt AlCHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the HoirUe Member l>e 
pleased to issue instructions to the police not to seize Congress office 
documents in future merely because they are the pai>ers of the Congress 
Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No sm •h instructions will 
be issued. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Thank you. With regard to 
(/), who has made the emiuiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The local officers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Datta you are moving very fast. The 
pi*ocedure is that when a memher wants to put a supplementary cjues- 
tioii, he must catch my eye, and when his name is c*alled out, he is to 
put the question. The Hon’hle Member for (Government will then rise, 
after giving me sufficient time to disallow the question if I choose in do 
so. 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Y ou have now brought a 
(’ouuter-charge against the members, (liuughter.) My cjuestion was as 
to whether the iiiquii*}' was made hy the Suhdi visional Officer, the 
Circle Offi<!er or the Sul>-Inspec t<»r of I’olice. 

The Hon*bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Distric^t I’olice. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: May I enciuire if the police 
officer was the Superintendent of Police, a head-f'cmstable or a 
chaukidar? 

The Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: He was the investigating 
officer, but which officer it was I cannot say. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Is the Hun’ble Member aware 
that on the day following the day on which these Immlw were found, 
there was a public meeting held at Briihiiianbaiia ? 

(No reply.) 
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Mr. PREtlOENT: I may point out to the members the first 
hour available for question is over. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: May I inquire if a note has been 
taken of the questions that have not been answered at to-day's meeting? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes. 


Point of order. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: May I inquire if the matter 
to be discussed at to-niorrow’s meeting would be a resolution or a motion 
for adjournment of the business of the House? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. An additional day has been granted by His 
Excellency for the discussion of the motion for adjournment. If any 
business is left unfinished to-day, it will be carried over to-morrow. In 
any case, I will give two hours for the discussion of the motion for 
adjournment. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: If the dis(us>ion of the 
present resolution be finished to-night, how then can we take up the 
motion for adjournment to-morrow? How will that be regular? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It will he quite |)ossible, but I may i)erniit you 
to move the motion to-day, if you like. It all depends on whether the 
intending mover wants to do so to-day. If he does, I will give him my 
rritten consent to-day and take up the motion to-morrow. The next 
lay has already lH»en fixed for the discussion of the motion. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: It is proper only after the> 
luestious are finished. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Hut should you be in such a hurry? To-morrow, 
>h«re must Ih*, in any case, questions. If you rise and catch my eye 
ifter the questions are Hnished, I will give you leave to move the 
notion. It is not neces.sarv for you to rise to-day. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. 
The point is that the motion is under a particular section. That parti- 
‘ular section provides for the adjournment of the business of the House, 
[f theit* l>e no business to-morrow — if the business be finished to-night — 
low will the motion for the adjournment of the business of the House 
>e regular to-morrow P 
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Hr. PRESIDENT: I cannot understand why it cannot be. An 
aj4itional day has been granted by His Excellency for a special purpose^ 
and the Council will, as a matter of course, sit to-morrow . The outstand- 
ing questions will provide the link. 


Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURI: That does not mean that 
there \vill l>e business to-niorrow’. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Up to now we have no reason to apprehend that 
there will be no business to-niorrow. There must be (jnei^tions, at any 
rate, as I have repeatedly said. 

Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURI: Our point of order is 
absolutely different. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It it was your intention to move the motion of 
adjournment to-day, you should have handed over to me my written 
consent after ipiestion time, 

Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURI: My point of order is 
this : The memher has asked for the adjournment of the business of 
the House. The section also provides tor that. 1 submit that if the 
bnsine.-'s he ovei* to-niglit, then there will he no business left for 
to-morrow, and in that caNe that motion cannot he taken up to-niorrow\ 
Under that section, the motion would he irregular. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What 1 want to point out is this: A representa- 
tion was made to me yesterday tor a sjiecial <iay for a definite purpose, 
which I forwarded to His Excellency the (Governor, and a day has been 
granted tor the di^ciivsion of that matter, so there iw no difficulty whatso- 
ever. Business or no business, the motion will produce the desired 
effect whenever carried. But if you iutendeil to move the motion to- 
day, you should have handed over to me my written consent before 
question time, as provided by the rules, 

Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURI: No, the motion must be 
made immediately after the (juestions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That WHS a mistake. Yes, that must he iiiado 
alter the questions are finished. 


Dr. BIDHAN GHANDRA ROY: 1 submit that the best plan would 
l>e for the menilier k) ask for leave now. and then you can mention a 
date and hour. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: But you have not got my written consettt to 
move the motion. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHAHORA ROY: YeH, he has got it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Cbatterjee, will you please read it outf 


Motion for adjournment of the business of the Council. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I am reading a letter I 
have received from the liegislative Department: — 

In modification of previou^^ letter No. 1‘>-")1, dated the 9th July, 
1928, I am directed to state for your information that the ITon’ble the 
JVesident will consent io the moving of your motion on Wednesday, 
the 11th instant, provided His Excellency the Governor is pleased to 
fix that day for a meeting of the Gouncil. (Sd.) J. Bartley.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That was «uhject to the approval of His 
Excellency, hut T think it is essential that my written consent (I mean 
the final one^ should have been taken from me after His Excellency had 
given his consent. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I sulimit that that is a very 
formal matter The besH way to solve the difficulty would be for him 
to ask for leave under *^ection 81 now. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: T nder rule 81 of the 
Government of India Act, I ask for leave to move a motion for the 
adjournment of the business of the Council for the purpose of discussing 
a definite matter of urgent public imj>ortance, namely, the serious 
situation that has ari.*»en in the (‘ountry on account of the attitude of 
the Government and the inadeijuate measures taken by the Government 
for the relief of the distressed people of this province. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y oil ('unnot move till you have got my written 
-consent in the final form. Pas** over to me the Secretary's letter, please. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-Ut HUQ: I have also iHiceived a letter consenting 
to the moving of a similar motion. If my friend is ^iven pennisrion 
to move his motion, I want to make a similar prayer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You will he entitled to .speak, 

4-15 p.m. 
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Ilf. MIUIOiiiT: Mr. Chatterjee has now got my formal conMBt. 
must now have the leave of the House to move his motion for 
adjournment. TiOt me read it out to the members : — 

“ tinder section 81 of the rules' under the Government of India Act, 
I ask for leave to more a motion for adjournment of the business of 
the Council for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, the serious situation that has arisen out of 
the inadequacy of the Wteps taken by Government for the i*elief of the 
distressed people in some districts of Bengal.” 

Has the member the leave of the House to ipove that motion 
to-morrow ? 

(The members here r.^se in their seats, and a i‘ount was being 
taken ). 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: t hi a point <»f pnwedure : Sir, may I 
draw your attention to the fact that no objection has been taken. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou are right, Mr. Marr. It is not necessary 
for the members to rise, as no objection has been taken. 1 fixed 
•3 o’clock to-morrow for discussion of the motion. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: ihi a point of order: 
Sir, I submit with full respect to your decision, that it will be irregular 
to fix to-moiww fur this di**U8sion, because section 81 runs thus : — 

“ Tieave to move a motion for the adjoui-nment of the business of the 
Council for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public 
importance must be asked tor after questions' and before the list of 
business for the day is entered upem.” 

The rule says, “ an adjournment of the business of the Council,” 
not “ an adjournment of the House.” The “ adjournment of the House ** 
is an expression used in other Legislative Assembly, but that is not 
the rule here. My point is that simply because a date has been fixed 
for meeting to-morrow, the motion for an adjournment of the business 
of the Council cannot l)e discussed to-morrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite understand your point; but you will 
iiemember that 1 created a precedent, in this House, aome time ago 
when Sir Abd-ur-Bahim, or Maulvi Abul Easem, I do not now exactly 
remember who it was, moved a nmtion for adjournment, to discuss the 
Enlkati situation, by putting off the motion to be diacussed on a subae* 
quent day, as it did not appear to me that such a postponement would 
^ prejudicial to the cause itself. It will produce the intended effect 
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whenever carried. Memberg on this side of the House cannot forget 
that they gave me a definite undertaking that the present motion 
would be brought to-mori'ow. Members cannot deny that a special 
request was made to me to give my written consent to-day, although 
the matter would be discussed to-morrow. I granted compliance to 
that request in good faith, and it is, I think, not proper for you to 
raise a point of order only to create difficulty. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I am liorry to put you in 

any difficulty, but the rules are there, and that is how I have interpreted 
them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; There is really no conclusion — an hour means a 
day and a day means an houi. I fix to-morrow for the discussion of 
this matter. That is my ruling. 

Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I am partially responsible 
for fixing to-morrow for this discuwion. 1 may say there is really no 
substance 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it a personal explanation, or a point of 
order? What are you re'^ponsible for? You have done no wrong and, 
perhaps, there is no need for you to give any explanation. 

Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: On a point of order, Sir, I 
may say that there is no substance in the objection. The expre^»sion 
“ adjournment of the business of the Council ” is a mere form of words 
for “ an adjournment of the House ” simply to raise a discus^on. Con- 
sequently, you would be perfectly justified in allowing an adjournment 
of the House in order to permit this discussion to-morrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou are ver>' reasonable indeed. 

4-30 p.m. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of gonoril public interost). 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I was referring 
yesterday to the fact that we were goiifg to have our Committee which 
would assist the Commission in its labours, not because it is a question 
of co-operation with the Commission or non-co-operation with the Com- 
mission, but because it is a machinery set up by Parliament, and my 
friends will not deny that it is a machineiT acknowledged by all sec* 
tions and all parties in this country. Mr. Guha referred to a question 
to-day, which might very well be brought before the Simon Ccmunission* 
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Tkm i« whisper abroad that it is the earnest desire of everybody in 
authority to revive the Grand Trunk Canal Project, in spite of the very 
definite declaration in this House to the contrary. Sir, it must be 
admitted that Parliament set up the present constitution, and that 
constitution has been accepted, whether satisfactoiy or not ; therefore, 
I and every member of the House, whether belongrin^ to the co-operating* 
or non-co-operating side of the House, have come here to work it. I 
have no quarrel with the Swarajist views; tliey belong to 
a school of thought in this countiy’ who think that they can 
achieve much progress by simply putting pressing on Government and 
following a path of obstruction, without accepting office. We only 
hope that they will not question our action when, in the circumstances-, 
we take advantage of the present constitution and work it ns well m we 
can, so that we may obtain something better in the interests of our 
country-. Take the case of the water-supply. Suppose the Minister 
says he is giving so much money for the water-supply. Is it open to 
us to reject it, simply because we do not accept the personnel of the 
Ministry? Sir, one word I must •'ay. I do not agree with my friend 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul Hiui who says, it would not have lieen 
possible to find one man to be a proper representative of all shades of 
opinion in this> country to sit on the Simon Commissi<m. I do not 
agree with him that full self-goveninent can only be achieved after all 
our conflicts of interests have been settled. Every free country ha« 
its conflicting interest^<. But with all this and in spite of the very 
unsatisfactory nature of the Simcm Gommisi^-ion. and in spite of the 
greatest wrong that has been done to India, I still think that this is a 
machinery which may do a certain amount of gmal to this country. 

I have one more word to say : My friends want that India slnmld 
be a free country; let them leave aside all pasitions and all pi-ejudices, 
and consider whether this is possible till they permit the fullest freedom 
of political views in the country, and I do hope that they will realise 
that it ie in the best inteiesta of the country' to allow every man freedom 
of his political views. It is quite easy to attribute motives, but it i» 
l)est to take things in the proper spirit. I will not take much more 
time, but I would only say tbi.s much, that those who have decided to 
co-operate with the Commission have d<»ne it in the hope that this will 
mean a little more progress of the country, an advancement of the 
constitution, and the betterment of the conditions in which we are 
living. I only hope that the Swarajista representatives on the other 
side of the House will be convinced that it is not consistent on their 
part, when they have come to work an equally unsatisfactory constitu- 
tion, to condemn people who want to work up another machinery set 
up by Parliament, however unsatisfactory that institution may be. 

[At 445 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it re-assembled at 
4-56 p.m.] 
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Balm tURENDRA NATH BJiWAi: Sir, I refuse to e(M>perate 

with the Simon Commission, and so I do oppose the formation of the 
proposed Committee. I want absolute independence for my countiy, 
and Jiothing ishoi-t of independence will satisfy me. My hopes may 
not be realised in my life time, nay in hundreds of years to come, still 
I will say that nothing short of independence will satisfy me. I do 
not want any form of (loveimment under the British control. No 
amount of verbal jugglery shall convince me as to the worth of any 
system of Government in this countiy, except ©elf-government. By 
self-government I mean the Government of India by the Indians them- 
selves and Government absolutely responsible to the Indians and to 
none else. This is my motherland, my native home, my dearest thing 
on earth — I shall not tolerate anyliody else to dominate over it. I 
may be to(j weak to-day to remove my claims, I may be only dreaming 
the vision of my emancipation, yet I would not like to be molested 
and exploited by the foreigners. People may say that I am a fool and 
am talking of visionary things, but I would rather be such a fool than 
be wise and accept the foreign yoke. 

Babu MAN MATH A NATH ROY: On a point of order, Sir, may I 
point out .that the Hon’hle Member in charge of the resolution is not 
present here? 

Mfi PRESIDENT: That does not matter. 

Babu iURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I trust a day will come when 
my vision will be realised. And that day I hope is not veiy far. 
Some obstacles seem to stand in the way of our salvation, but I think 
they are not really so. There is a view that the Indians shall not 
attain independence unless and until there is Hindu-Moslem unity. I 
«ay with emphasis that it is a borrowed view — borrowed from the 
Britisbei-s who put up this view as an excuse for posing themselvek 
as the arbiters and guardians of our destinies. They say, the Indians 
are not fit for eelf-goverument, because the Hindu and Moslem quarrel 
with each other, and there shall be chaos in the country if they are 
let alone. T refuvse to accept the proposition. I do not believe that 
our Swaraj depends on Hindu-Moslem unity. I understand that Hindu- 
Moslem unity may be an effect of Swaraj, but not necessarily its cause. 
Swaraj will not be attained by the Hindu and Muhammadan joined 
together by an agreement or pact. An agreement contracted before- 
hand as to the participation of the fruits of independence cannot, 
inspire one W (sacrifice one’s life in the battle for freedom. There can 
he no pact for sacrifice. It is only those people who are ready to make 
unconditional sacrifices of anything and everything dear to them that 
will attain Swaraj. Swaraj will be attained by those patriots of the 
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Ofimtry who are determined to min it at any sacrifice. It can nnly b# 
attained by those who feel their lives unbearable without Swaraj. 
Swaraj will be attained by those alone who realise that India is their 
de4r^t motherland and she shall be freed of lK)ndag‘e at any cost. 
Amonpt the fighters of Swaraj there shall be no distinction of caste 
or religion. They shall be the only fighters of the battle who will 
consider the emancipation of their motherland as the highest religion’ 
higher than Hinduism and Islam. And it will be the attainers of 
Swaraj who will unite with one another, irrespective of caste or creed. 
They will love one another and unite for eternity. So T say that the 
unity will be the effect of attainment of Swaraj, but may not be its 
cause. So I would ask my British friends to be disillusioned of the 
idea that India will remain a subject.<*ountry as long as there is quarrel 
between the Hindus and Muhammadani... And I would ask my Indian 
friends to realise that such (juarrel shall not cease to exist ns long as 
there is the third party to foment it. I dt) not blame the third party 
for fomenting the quarrel, because they have to do it tor their very 
existence. But what I mean to say is that f'Ui h (piarrels shall be 
ignored by the true fighters for Swaraj. The people who pic k up the 
quarrel to satisfy their selfish ends shall be regarded as traitors to the 
country’ and enlisted in the list of enemieK along with the foreignei*8 
who want to keep us in eternal subjugation by brute f(»rce, and right 
shall be given against them all. That being so, the argument that the 
Indians are not fit for Swaraj owing to communal (luarrels falls to the 
ground. 

There is another argument put forward against our claim for 
independence, and it is this, that we are not fit to protect our country 
from foreign aggression. It does not befit the Britishers or their 
allies to say so. It is a disgrace that after a rule for more than 150 
years, the natives of India are far from being fit to raise arms and 
fight a battle — deprived of all the arms they had in their p*)ssessiou 
and turned out absolutely helpless at the mercy of the Briti.shers. 
Have they not got evidence in the last (Ireat War whether the Indian 
Army can give their lives in a battle? If they could sacrifice their 
lives to save the Britishers, they can sacrifice them foi their r»wn dear 
countiy. The only thing re(|uired is — the Britishers should clear off 
and the Indians should be given free hand to fight their (»wn battle 
for freedom. 

For these reasons and others, Sir, I say that the arguments against 
our fitness for Swaraj have no force, and we must not he subjected to 
an examination as to our fitne^is for the same. We shall earn it to-day 
or to-morrow, and not lieg of it by doses or step^ from an alien power, 
and satisfy ourselves with a f Government the constitution of which 
will be drafted by a body of foreigners whose political existence in 
India depends ^on our political extinction and tnce verm. 
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Now a question may arise as has been raised by some of my hon’ble 
friends — What should we do till self-government is achieved? I 
should say that physically, living on earth we shall have to put up 
with the existing Government, though against our will, but we shall 
jiot consent to the alien Government being imposed on us. Our work 
will be to make preparations for the attainment of Swaraj and nothing 
hut Swaraj. I must not look aside for this windfall or that which 
may come to me by the grace of the alien power. I shall always 
cherish the spirit of non-co-operation as long as I shall be kept in 
isubjugation. And I would ask all self-respecting Indian members of 
this House — be they Hindus, be they Muhammadans, be they Christians 
— to cherish that spirit of non-co-operation and signify their aversion 
to the existing system of Government or any other form of Government 
under the British control, by refiwing to co-operate with the Simon 
Commission. 

With these words I oppose the resolution and all the amendments, 
except of course the amendments Nos. 4-7 which I understand as 
motions for opposition. 

Mihirija 8HA8HI KANTA ACHARilYA CHAUDHURI, of 
Mllktagachai Mymonsingh: Sir, while I am prepared to oppose an 
ndjournment of the present resolution, and support the appointment of 
a committee, I hope to get an assurance that some representative 
Indians will he appointed as members of the Statutorj' Commission. 
1 de-tire to point out that it is not possible for a Committee of this 
House to enjoy the same status and powers as the members of the 
Statutoiy Commission, except as regards the procedure of examination 
of witnesses and documents. Firetly, there will be an inevitable 
inequality, because the Statutory' Commission owes its existence to a 
Boyal Warrant, and any Committee of this House cannot claim that 
status. Secondly, the functions of the Committee will be confined to 
questions affecting Bengal. Thirdly, the Committee will have no voi^e 
in detennining the recommendations of the Royal Commission, the 
functions of the Committee being advisory. I am perfectly aware that 
it is not competent for the Government of Bengal, or even the Govern- 
ment of India, to change the constitution of the Royal Commission. 
But I am ready to vote wuth Government, if at any rate they are 
prepared to make a recommendation to the proper authorities to get 
Indians included among members of the Commission. If the constitn- 
tion of the Royal Commission is thus expanded, it will be the duty of 
the Committee of this House to assist it on all questions affecting 
Bengal. 

Mtlllvi LATAFAT HU88AIN: As a representative of labour, I 
must oppose any motion that denies labour on opportunity to urge its 
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iip jportapce in the future constitution of our motherland. The indue- 
tl^l position of India and its rapid growth in recent yearn is indeed 
wonderful from a -labour point of view. Thei-e ai*e something like 
25 lakhs of workers employed in factories, 8 lakhs in tea and coffee 
plantations, 2} lakhs in mines, 2 lakhs in railways, ^ lakh in inland 
and marine steamers, 1 lakh in printing prei-ses and about IJ lakhs in 
Municipalities and the Port Trust. These figures give a total of 40 
lakhs or 4 millions, and do not by any means exhaust non-agricultural 
labour. Bengal alone with its jute mills and jute presses, tea gardens, 
coal mines, railways, printing presses. Municipalities and Ports, 
account for at least 15 lakhs. The question of comniunalidui does not 
affect them. They comprise males, females, and children. Thej' 
include Hindus, Moslems, Christians and Sikhs; in fact, members of all 
communities of India. 

Our problems, as well as the problems of agricultural workers, 
which include the depres.sed classes, are the problems of the Indian 
nation. We must, therefore, in spite of our backwurdnens, have a 
definite share in the future admini.st ration of the country. Recent 
events go to prove that we cannot tinist our destiny in the hands of 
this or that political party. In fact, we have been used us mere pawns 
in the chesw-boards of these parties, who played the games for their 
own political gains. I can cite a dozen instances in support of my 
statement. The All-India Trade Fnion Cmigress, at its (’’awnpore 
sitting in November last, passed a resolution for boycotting the Simon 
Commission at the bidding of (‘ertain politii ians, who had no business 
whatsoever to poke their nose into our humble affairs. Nearly 99 per 
cent, of our men know nothing of Simon or the (Nmimission, and yet 
the so-called delegates went to (leneva and thence to London at Gov- 
ernment expense to voice the dumb millions and create notoriety in 
the name of Indian labour by walking out of the Commonwealth LalMJur 
Conference as a protest against things (»n behalf of labour. This is 
impudence and imposture. We are told by our political Balms, that 
by boycott we prove our fitness for Home Rule, and that if only we 
can maintain the boycott for a few more months, we .shall secure 
Dominion status, as if immediate grant of Home Rule will bring 
millineum to the poor working classes. By Babus, I mean our educated 
leaders. Recent events decidedly disprove that these leaders are real 
friends of labour. The Calcutta -scavengers struck work last March for 
increment. They were deliberately piomised a rise of Rh. 2 a month 
by one set of these Babus, and they resumed on their promise. Nearly 
4 months passed, nothing wa»s done by another set of Bobus, and the 
scavengers stopped work again; and a third set of Bobus pressed a 
compromise. A Babu suddenly appeared in Lillooah and advised the 
railway workers to otop work and promised all sorts of things, if they 
could hold out a few days. The poor workers having faith in the 
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Babu's promise held out for a few days, but nothing was forthcoming 
and the Babu urged for patience. Days passed into weeks, weeks into 
months, and starvation and misery followed in the end. After 4 solid 
months of extreme privation, the Babu advised them to surrender 
unconditionally. Therefore our salvation, I mean the salvation of 
labour, does not lie in the hands of this or that set of political Babus. 
If such disgraceful things happen in the premier Corporation of India 
under the control of the finest brains and patriots of Bengal, I do not 
think, the political paities, who would handle the future Dominion of 
British or Fnited States of India and Burma, as conceived by a Pundit 
of the United Provinces, would care a brass button for the toiling 
millions whom I have the privilege to represent in thw Council. I 
have already said that the workers must have a share in the future 
administration of the country, so that all legislations for better housing, 
for minimum wages, for light type of Primary education, for old age 
pension and employment iiHurance and similar measures soon become 
the laws of the land. This would be possible if and wlien labour in 
adecjuately represented in the future legislatures of the country. We 
must, therefore, put our case as effectively as we can before the Com- 
mission. I am glad that this Commission includes members of the 
British Labour Party in which Indian workers have confidence. I 
have personally associated with several laihour members of Parliament, 
e.f/., Messrs. Thomas Johnston, Petliick-Lawience, Mardy Jones, Oswald 
Mosley, Arthur Purcell, and others, and T am convinced from my 
personal contact with them, when they came to Kaukinarrah, that men 
of their tyjie on the Royal Commission. wf)uld do justice to the claims 
of Indian labour for adecpiafe reprer*entation in the future Parliament 
of our country. 

5 p.m. 

Btbu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Mr. Ihesident, I beg to support 
the motion for the postponement of the rescdution the. The reasonx 
are quite simple. We have completely lost faith in the honesty, 
sinc’erity or bond fides of the (government and of the Engli.sh people. 
The repeated betrayals by the English people of their professed prin- 
ciples, the contempt with which the legitimate public demands and 
votes have always been treated by the Government and the intense 
propaganda carried on by a certain section of the Press in England 
against India have wdiolly disillusioned us. However much you may 
hide your imperialistic motives under a moral cloak, you can no longer 
deceive us. The valiant knight, whom I do not see in this Hall now — 
I mean Sir A, K. Ghuznavi (a voice — Sir Ahdelkerim Ghuznavi) — 
and the valiant semi-knight — I mean the Rai Bahadur from Jessore — 
(I do not know what the respective values of these titles are), to whom 
we listened with mirth and pleasure yesterday, regretted this lack of 
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l^cN>peratio]i. Are there any political babies in the country who cannot 
IMO the game behind the scenes and who will not lefuse to be pawns 
in this game? It is a remarkable coincidence that less than a week 
ago Dewan Chaman Lall and his party who travelled all thk distance 
with their offer of co-operation had to withdraw from the Labonr Con- 
ference in utter disgust at the shameful treatment accorded to them. 
The valiant knight and the semi-knight proclaimed with great exhulta- 
tion in this House that non-<HMiperation has not brought Swaraj nearer 
home and that we have not all been able to unite. Have they any 
idea of the hatred and contempt in which they and their fraternity 
are held by the people of the country? They are, however, content 
with the loaves and crumbs flung at them by thi.s benign bureaucracy. 
Capital is attempted to be made out of the illiteracy of electors and 
the communal tension. But until Swaraj is established, the x-ettlement 
of the communal problem or a satiNfactorv solution of the i)ioblem of 
illiteracy is impossible, owing to the existence of a third party in the 
country, who always He in ambush, and does all that lies in their power 
to accentuate this tension or this illiteracy. India, which ha<s now 
awakened, is still prepared to achieve Swaraj by the liclp and guidance 
of Kngland, if England so wills in sincerity. The demand for a 
Round Table Conference is a legitimate and universal demand, but 
England has woefully misunderstood the soul or the mind or the cause 
of India. If India’s faith in the sincerity of England is to be restored, 
a bold and courageous policy is needed — not petty-fogging amendment'* 
and tinkering in proceduie. The people of this country must be given 
a real share in the formation of the coni-.titutifm. The recent decision 
of the Simon Commission may placate and please the jo httJcumn, but 
it is h^’pocrisy to call it equality, and is an affront to our intelligence 
and self-respect. Provincial Committees may be given the right to be 
present when evidence is taken, but the question remains — Will they 
have the right to report or make recommendations? The (Government 
is mightily annoyed with the Swarajists whose disintegration, it i» 
said, they are eagerly looking forward to, as it will give the adminis- 
tration a new orientation. It is <said that Lord Birkenhead came to- 
the India Office in order to reconquer India. So long as this state of 
things continues, so long as we do not find a real change of heart, we* 
must wash our hands off the whole buNiness, and refu.-^e to have any- 
thing to do with the Commission. We cannot be a party to what 
might put the halter more tight round our neck. 


Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: Sir, T deem it an honour for 
having been able to associate myself with the deliberations of thi^ 
House. 

After so many forcible sf>eeches pointing out the absolute worthless- 
ness of the proposal of co-operation with the monstrous scheme for 
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{perpetuating our Ipondage, it would be sheer audacity- on my part to 
try to add any further arguments detailing the absurdities of the 
•demand made on behalf of the Government put in the names of the 
i'epresentatives of this province. But, Sir, in asking your {>ermi8sion 
to be allowed to put in a few words in this connection, I beg to bring 
before this Council the fact that to my constituency has fallen the 
Xo<)d fortune of l)eing allowed to declare publicly the popular feeling 
that exists in the country' about the Simon Commission, as since Uiis 
proposal was brought before the Council, my constituency is the only 
one which had the opportunity of fighting on this single question — 
"and by the proportion of the strength of the constituency — by which 
the rival candidate — who happened to be the chosen representative 
of the official party in favour of the Commission — has been defeated. 
The proportion which is by this time well known to the whole of 
India is six to one. Such a crushing defeat can only be explained 
in one way, which represents the popular feeling in the province. 
And if the Government was an honest one after such a defeat in the 
most cultured constituency of the Presidency Division, the whole 
Council should have been dissolved to fight out the principle through- 
out the province, if the Government was really desirous to ascertain 
the real feeling of the country' — instead of bringing it before this 
trumped up Council — where the popular representatives have to be 
-saddled with the Government servants — and, who are worse, the 
nominees of these servants. 

I need not remind the Council, Sir, of Woodrow Wilt^on’s fourteen 
points. We all thought that the doctrine of self-determination for 
India, which was one of the cardinal points on agr-eeing to which the 
British Government could secure the help of the United States of 
America in saving their Ernpii-e from impending ruin, could never 
be violated even by the nation whom ^iupoleon styled as perfidious. 

Let us gather courage to tell the Commission and their agents in 
India, the Imperial and the Provincial Governments, that if the Com- 
mission should be able to impose its will on India, we will at least^ 
have the courage to refuse to be a party to it. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: I agree with my friend, the member from 
Dinajpur, when he says that the question of the miserable condition 
of the cultivator's in the distressed areas is of far greater importance 
and a matter of much more concern that the present constitutional 
question. But my agreement does not go further. I cannot see any 
oogent reason that Wause there is a condition of distress in the 
-country^ — and here I acknowledge that you have been pleased to give 
Tis an opportunity to discuss the matter — we should refuse to eo-0{)erate 
with the Statutory Commission, My friend, Bahu Naliniranjan 
Barker, has moved that the consideration of the question be {)ostponed 
#t»ic die, which according to Parliamentary convention means that the 



SIMON COMMISSION. 






'|iop 08 fti be rejected. One of the main arguments raised in this quei- 
lidii, is that we cannot co-operate with this Commission, because our 
nght of self-determination has not been acceded to. I certainly 
appreciate that feeling; but I would remind my friends that this 
Commission is the offspring, if I may say so, of an Act of Parliament. 
It had to be formed under the provisions of the Act. If there is a 
quarrel, it should be with that Act of Parliament, and not with the 
Commission or its personnel. Sir, the Government of India Act of 
1919 is in force, and our piesence in this Chaml>er as membei's of 
Council shows that we have accepted that Act and that we are working 
it. 

5-15 p.m. 

If we accept one portion of the Act, we are l>ound to accept the 
other portion of the Act as well. Sir, the Act itself does not recognise 
the right of self-determination. It lays down that Parliament will 
from time to time determine to what extent self-government is to be 
given. If that is so, our procedure should have nothing to do with 
the Act itself. But, Sir, to be here as Members of the Coumil and 
to say that we will not allow another provision of the Act to opemte 
is absurd. A que.stion has been asked — Would you like the Govern- 
ment of India Act to continue without modification and without 
amendment? If you want it to V)e modified, what is the procedure 
you would foll(»w? Would you like to have an enquiry made into 
the Act by the Commission appfunted by Parliament. Another argu- 
ment which has been advanced and which 1 appivciate fully is that 
there is no Indians iii(*lude<l in the pei’sonnel of the Commission. That 
has been one of the arguments raised. Sir, I think that this objection 
is more or less of a sentimental character. What would we have gained 
if one or two Indians had been included in the Commission — Indians 
nominated by His Majesty’s Government on the recommendation of 
the Government of India? Sir, Royal Commissions were appoint- 
ed before with Indian memWrs in them — the Taxation Commission, 
the Currency Commission, the Agricultural Commission and, alM>ve 
all, the Public Services Commission. Did this Commission enjoy the 
confidence of the people? Were there not howls raised against the 
constitution of these Commissions? If so, what guarantee is there 
that if a few Indians were included in this (commission, selected and 
chosen by the Government of India, it would have served our pur|)o»e 
any better? I think, Sir, that the methods now adopted for all practi- 
cal purposes are methods suited to the realisation of Indian aspiration. 
Another question has lieen raised b}' my friend on my right that the 
Indian wing of the Statutory Coiiimis.siou will hear evidence, examine 
documente, but will have no power to make recommendations, and 
that there will be two reports— one by the Indian section and the 
other by the. European section. But, Sir, that is a different matter. 
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It does not matter who will report, who will decide, or who will frame 
and pass the Act. The Act, in any case, will have to be passed in 
the Parliament of the House of Commons and the House of Lords. 
Does the British Legfislature contain a sufficient number of Indiana 
to inspire confidence in us? If you deny the British Parliament the 
right of determining the constitution suitable for India, the method 
to be adopted is not the boycott of the Simon Commission. Self- 
government may be T)y evolution. If you concede the right of Parlia- 
ment, you must at the same time give Parliament every opportunity 
of hearing you. Sir, it is not the pei'sonnel of the Royal Commission 
that counts, but the personality of the members that would count 
very much, 

Jiong ago there was another Royal Commission with two Indian 
members — the best that we could produce in the land. I mean the 
Public Services (-ommission. One of them did not live to see the 
report or take part in the decision, owing to his premature death, 
which has been an irreparable loss to the nation and which is still 
deplored. Fortunately, the other member remains to sign a minute of 
dissent which has now become an historic document. Unfortunately, 
Sir, we have not had the opportunity of utilising his seiwices as a 
member of this Commission, for his servi(‘es would have benefited the 
people at laige. He would have been able to hold his own against 
any set of people. But we are not talking about the personnel of the 
Commission. We have been told that it is our right to exercise self- 
determination. That is all very good. But who brought the third 
party here to determine for us? Talking of the third paiiy, 
I should like to say that they came to India at the invita- 
tion of the people of Bengal to rule over them. It does not matter 
whether it was at the invitation of Mirzafi'er or Rajballav that thfey 
came. I say that they came here at the invitation of the people of 
Bengal, and, as a conse(]Uence, they have made themselves rulers of 
the other parts of India. After this, does it lie in the mouth of a 
Bengali to say that he has a right of self-determination. The history 
of India from the very beginning belies the assertion. The British 
people were invited by us, and may I also ask who invited Muhammad 
Ghoiy, Babar and Humayun to India? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kasem, I am afraid you are quite irrele- 
vant. Please confine yourself to the amendment. 


MtUivi ABUL KASEM; Sir, what I say is this: We have got to 
place our case l>efore l*arliament, and it has now been conceded to us 
that members of our Committee will be given the power to examine 
all documents placed before the Commission, and if we have the 
ability and the qualifications to do our duty, we could render great 
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llseleasness of co-operation. But 1 have not heard a single word about 
the alternative proposal to gain self-government. It is no use, it will 
serve no practical or useful purpose to use high-sounding words or 
ape the European statesmen. Sir, I think it will lead nowhei’e, if 
we follow the policy of refusing it to co-operate with the Simon Com- 
mission. What will be the result ? The Commission will have to 
report, with or without your assistance. The Parliament will pass the 
Act, with or without your opinious being taken. You are quite wel- 
come to hold your opinious. Sir, it has been said in this House that 
those who support the Coniiuissiou have macle themselves the object 
of hatred and contempt in the country. But, Sir, that is a matter of 
opinion, and nobody has any right to say so. The same may be said 
of my friends who oppose the Commission. Sir, we have been told 
that we ought to wait till the result of the All-Purty Conferciu'e is 
published. I submit that the decision of the All-Party Confej'ence 
w’hen it is published will have that respectful and ('ureful cousi<lera- 
tion not only from the members of the Commis.sion, but also from the 
Members of Parliament wliich it certainly deserves. But that is no 
reason for postponing the tonnation of a Committee of this kin<l. It 
is going to submit its report long after the publication of the decision 
of the All-Party Conference, and it w'ill have ample time to consider 
it. Sir, I do not like to take up more of your time, hut I will only 
say this, that in the absence of any alternative pn)posal, I lliink it 
will be a fatal and suicidal policy if the members of the House refuse 
to accept the resolution of the Government. 

Baby 8ACHIHDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL; My constituency 
desires me to opjMise the motion of the Hon’ble Nawnb Bahadur of 
Dhanbari. I do so with mixed feelings of regret and pleasure— regret 
because an acute difference should have arisen on such a vital matter 
between the Government and the popular representatives; pleasure 
because of the fact that the Indian of all shades of opinion are united 
to-day in demonstrating that they are all Indians first and Hindus or 
Musalmans afterward.s, that they are prepared to stand together in 
defence of their national self-respect and prestige. 

My main reason why I oppose the motion of the HoiPhle .\awab 
Bahadur and want to }>oycott the Simon Commission is that Indians 
have been delil>erately excluded from the sacred circle of this Commis- 
sion. For excluding Indians from the Commission, Lord Birkenhead 
has sought firstly to shelter behind the constitutional position that 
the framers of the Government of India Act, under which this 
Commission has been constituted, contemplated the appointment of a 
purely Parliamentary Commission. But as far as I am aware, so far 
as this constitutional argument is concerned, none ever heard of it 
until Lord Birkenhead uttered this before the House of liords. But 
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speaking for myeelf, I fail to see that there is anything in the languago 
of section 84A of the Government of India Act of 1919 to warrant 
the conclusion that the membership of the Commission should be 
confined — wholly and entirely — to members of the Parliament. 

The next ground on which His liordship maintains his principle of 
exclusion is that the responsibility in the matter of this kind of statutory 
investigation is with Parliament and it cannot, therefore, repudiate its 
duties and responsibilities in this matter. But I like to point out that 
the exclusion of Indians cannot be justified even on the plea of Parlia- 
ment’s exclusive resposibility. This is not only highly arbitrary and 
grossly unfair to the inherent rights of the people of India, but that it 
i« an arrogant assertion of British imperialism and an absolute negation 
of India's right to take a prominent part and assist materially in fram- 
ing her own constitution. 

The next ground is that Indians had to be excluded, as they are 
bound to be biassed in favour of their claim to self-government. This, 
I am inclined to say, is an unworthy suggestion. 

Finally, Lord Birkenhead’s argument is that Indians are at the 
present moment so badly torn by dissensions and differences and that 
there is a large mass of illiteracy in India which make it impossible to 
put on the Commission the representatives of all interests. This 
supposed impossibility is wholly absurd and unreal. India at the 
present iiKunent is not bankrupt of men of great patriotism holding 
Catholic views. One can easily name many Hindus enjoying the 
implicit confidence of their Muhammadan countrymen, and similarly 
one can easily name a number of Muhammadan leaders enjoying the 
fullest confidence of their Hindu brethren. It is also very significant 
that the interests of the maas of illiterates, who have been allowed to 
remain so during the enlightened British administration lasting over 
160 years, are to-day pressed into service to establish the impossibility 
of nominating Indians on the Commission. i 

Sir, it is then argued that we are being given some thing better 
than membership of the Commission by way of Committees at the 
Central and Provincial Legislatures to get into touch with the Com- 
mission and, later on, with Joint Parliamentary Committees. But the 
position of the meml^ers of these Ijegislative Committees is that of mere 
petitioners. They are to place their proposals before the Commission, 
the Assembly, or at Whitehall. The Indian Report may also be 
published as an Appendix to the main Report, And there is no doubt 
that this Appendix will duly be consigned to the waste paper basket 
like the Minority Report of the Muddiman Committee. Thus, the 
members of these Committees have no right in any matter, — ^they would 
be before the Commission to plead, to persuade, and then to withdraw. 
Tet we are told that these members of the Committee would be 
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OOBeagrues of the members of the Commission. I fail to understand 
how a petitioner, who appears before a man in superior position and. 
authority, can be regarded as his colleague. 

Sir, if we are not now considered to be equal partners, why were we 
not told so a few years back? During the last war when there was 
trouble, Britain promised us equal partnei*ship, and we were told then 
that we were comrades. It was on that belief that millions of our people 
laid down their lives in different theatres of war; India ungindgingly 
supplied men, money and war materials. But now that the war clouda 
have passed away, we are once again I'elegated to the cool shade of 
neglect. 

Sir, this being the real nature of association offered to us in the work 
of determining ‘our political future, can we with any self-respect agree 
to accept the position offered to us? The answer is in the negative^ 
It is our duty, therefore, to declare our want of confidence in the Com- 
mission or its Committees and boycott them. It may be urged that we 
shall be doing dis-service to ourselves if we do not addu(*e evidence 
before the Commission and refuse to form a Select Committee, though 
it may reject our suggestions and recommendations. I am inclined to 
think that if we do so, we w’ould be indirectly acknowledging the posi- 
tion of inferiority assigned to us, and would thus take upon ourselves a 
share of responsibility for the dis-senuce which the Simon Commission is 
certain to do to India. The acceptance of the Commission, as it is with 
British personnel and limited scope of inquiry, means a voluntary 
acquiescence by Indians in the prepetuation of our political slaveiy^ 
Let us not afford an opportunity to the British Parliament to speak 
out that we participated at any stage to any extent and in any manner 
with the Commission. Let us say in the words of our distinguished 
countryman, Sir Ali Imam : “ We should never humiliate our country 

by appearing before them as mere petitioners.” 

Mr. L. T. MAGUIRE: I cannot give a silent vote on this question,. 
Sir, and I must make the position of the community which I have tho 
honour to represent perfectly clear. As one of the communities of 
India, we are as anxious as any of its other peoples to help India to 
realise her natural and legitimate aspirations, but we have a different 
line of approach from that of some of my friends. Sir, to us the question 
is not what we should like to have, but what it is at the present moment 
possible to get. I have heard several speeches on the other side of thn 
House in support of the amendments. Sir, getting down to rock-lxittom,. 
the position of the Swarajya party is that England has no right to 
determine the form the Indian constitution should take; that is tho 
fundamental position of that party. If that be so, it is perfectly uae- 
less talking about the composition of the Commission or anything else, 
because if everything was done and every demand was acceded to, they 
would ultimately fidl back on their point and say, we refuse you tho 
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right to determine our constitution. Sir, we are a practical people. W( 
appreciate the fac!t that all theories of State and all political philosophy 
is subject to limitations in their practical application. In theory it may 
be true that a nation has the right to determine the form of its consti 
tution, but what is the position of India to-day? I need not dwell or 
this point, for it has been dealt with by previous speakers. But whal 
to us is abundantly clear is that there is no disputing the point that 
England governs India to-day and the fact that England has been 
governing India and continues to govern India is a. clear proof that 
India is satisfied with the existing constitution, and I submit that if in 
•a vast country like India the Indian nation refused to accept British 
rule, it could not be ruled. If that be not the case, then I say that 
India believes the existing order, notwithstanding its defects, is better 
than anything that can take its place at the present moment. It follows 
that the British Pailiament has the right to determine the form of the 
Indian constitution until the Indian nation withdraws its consent. It 

is, therefore, our clear duty to assist the British Parliament to frame 
this constitution in the proper manner and, if possible, to frame it in a 
manner which will be acceptable to the Indian people. If we are to do 
that, I feel that the only course open is to assist this Commission which 
has been sent out to get as much material as is possible and to sift the 
evidence. My friends on the other side of the House were at first 
opposed to entering this Council, and they took recourse to boycotting 

it, but now they have evidently found that the national cause would be 
Eest served if they came to the Coun(*il, and that is why they are here 
to-day, and there is absolutely no doubt that they have brought many 
<lefects in the administration to the notice of Government which help 
the people in authority to rectify them. They came to this Council to 
non-co-operate, and they have been very consistent in their principles, 
and they are similarly opposed to the formation of a Committee of this 
House to assist the Simon Commission. Sir, opposition is a ver>' healthy 
thing; it brings out defects and also leads to an appreciation of fa^ts 
and figures. But why could they not go on the Simon Commission wi^h 
the objec^t of forcing them to give as large a measure of self-government 
to India and so get as much as is jM)ssible for them to secure? That 
should be the object of ever\* Indian who has the real interests of the 
country at heart. We have a lot of criticism to-day about going before 
the Commission and the forming of a Committee, but we have not been 
told of the advantages that India is going to get if she does not co- 
-operate. We have also not had any single argument adduced in favour 
of staying away from it. Another argument that I have heard is that 
England wiU not give you anything of her own accord. It is then 
clear that you must wrest it by force; the question then arises — Have 
you the force to. wrest it? If you have not, there is no use talking 
about it. The next point is — If you have the force, would you be 
.iustified in using it to disestablish this Government P 
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I say it is a very sound political principle, and it is accepted, I 
tkutk, by most sound thinkers that a revolution or a change of Govern* 
ment is not justified if it entailed so inordinate a disturbance that the 
people suffered greater harm from the comsequences of the disturbances 
than from the tyranny. What would be the position of India to-day if 
you actually displaced this British power? What has India to-day to 
substitute in its place? These questions seem to me practical propo- 
sitions. Propositions like these we considered when we came to our 
determination to give the fullest co-operation to the Statutory Com- 
mission. 

Another argument advanced is that it is necessary to wait until we 
have gone back to our constituencies and ascertained their opinion on the 
subject. Have not we had enough time for that? I have a mandate 
from the people I represent. I received not only a mandate from my 
people in Bengal but also from nil over India. We called a Conference 
and were able to ascertain their opinion. Other hon’ble memlwrs might 
have done the same thing, if they had any doubts. 

Then we are asked to wait until the Council formulates a scheme. 
When does the Council propose commencing to formulate a scheme? 
It has taken 8 years to think about the scheme, and yet no step has been 
taken. Surely, these arguments have not been put forward seriously: 
they are merely dilatory motions. We cannot wait for these things to 
materialise. The Commission will he with us in about two or three 
months, yet we aiv asked to wait until India has formulate<l a constitu- 
tion. When is this constitution going to l)e formulated? The Reforms 
have l>een for about 8 years w ith us. Have w^e advanced a step forward 
in formulating a constitution? 

I think w^e have had All-Partie.s* Conferences before, and the result 
of them all w’as anythirig but satisfactory. I c annot say how the last 
one has proceeded. I have no doubt that the All-Parties' Conference 
will be given all the respect it deserves. All its re(M)minendations, I am 
positive, will be considered. It represents a very weighty secticm of 
public opinion, but I cannot see at all what use bcjycotting the Commis- 
sion is going to be to anylMxly. Therefore, we as a community have 
decided to give the Commission our fullest co-operation. Sir, I support 
the resolution before the House. 

Mni JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I wanted to deal first 
according to my light with the Honourable Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim 
Ghusnavi. I hope the reporters will carefully note that Abdul has been 
changed into Abdel with e " and not ** u,'' and Karim has been changed 
into Kerim with ‘‘ e ’’ and not a,” as we in our unregenerate days used 
to think, and sw our venerable colleagues, Mr. Abdul Karim and Sir 
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Abd-ur-Rahim, still call tbemselTes. We borrow our lik^ious from 
Angora, though our politics come from Whitehall, or, perhaps from 
nearer Darjeeling, or nearest Clive Street 

Mft PRESIDENT: Mr. Bannerjee,* you should not make these 
remarks. These remarks have nothing to do with the resolution before 
us. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: In any case, I cannot deal 
with him to-day. The first priority is claimed, like many of our mem- 
bers, by my friend Mr. Abul Easem. Sir, it is good to find Mr. Abul 
Kasem among the angels — I mean among the suppoHers of the bureau- 
cracy. Twenty years ago, it was not so : Twenty years ago, we rejoiced 
to find Mr. Abul Easem fighting the battle of freedom, but these twenty 
years, as they have whitened his beard like that of myself, have perhaps 
brought wisdom to his mind also. Politics like misery gives us strange 
bed-fellows, and to-day we find Mr. Abul Easem with strange bed-fellows 
and^ompanions. Sir, one argument that has been used by him has been 
adopted by every blessed body that speaks in support of the Simon Com- 
mission. Whether you support, it or not, whether you co-operate with 
it or not, the Simon Commission will finish its business, the Simcn Com 
mission will submit its report, and Parliament will pass a statute. We 
all know that — even a child know’s that. But I want to put this ques- 
tion, not simply to Government but to the European members as well : 
You may hold your Simon Commission, you may submit your report and 
pass your statute, but can you say — do you venture to say — that you 
will hold this British Empire without our help, without our support and 
without our co-operation? Can you do that? Fifty years ago, such 
thoughts might have been possible with a slumbering India, but with 
India awakened and self-conscious, can anybody imagine that the British 
can hold this Empire without our co-operation, without our support, 
and without our help? Is your life, is your political existence, worth 
a week’s purchase?" You yourselves have said that the Reforms have 
not had a dog’s chance. Why? Because the people did not co-operate 
with it, and now that you are going to pass your new statute, now 
that you are going to bring forward your new scheme, do you think 
that it will have a dog’s chance of life, if we hold back our help from the 
sacred arch of constitution, as we are bound to do. 

Sir, there is another argument which Mr. Abul Easem and his friends 
have used. They say the Simon Commission is a Statutory body, as if there 
is something compulsory about the appointment of the Simon Com- 
mission. Sir, when lay men dabble in law, they make g^at fools of 
themselves. No doubt, a Commission had to be appointed, but there 
was nothing compulsory about it — ^the word “ shall ” even will not make 
it compulsory. A short amending Act could have been passed within 
24 hours, and this might have done away with the necessity of having 
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tlll$ Commission. Also, it lias been said tjiat ftince you Have accepted 
eei^ |«^8 of the Government of India Act, you must accept every- 
thing. Sir, I do not understand this question of acceptance. We the 
people of the country, we the politically. minded people of the country, 
we who are members of the Congress—we who glory in being membew 
of the Congress — have never accepted the Government of India Act. 
We have never accepted the Preamble, we have never accepted the pro- 
visions of the Act. The question of acceptance does not arise. Whether 
we approve or disapprove is not the question. We are here because of 
the law and not because we accept the law. How can you jwssibly 
prove that we have accepted the lawi' The question of acceptance never 
arises and has never arisen. Mr. Abul Kasem also asked: Suppose, 
instead of an all-British Commission, you had some Indian members 
on it; what would you have gained thereby? Sir, my answer is, that is 
a gratuitous assumption. We never wanted a mixed Commission; we 
have always pressed for a Round Table Conference. For myself, and 
80 far os this is cx)ncerued I speak on behalf of many people, we wanted 
not an All-British Commission, but if there was to be a Commission at 
all, an All-Indian Commission. And the reason for my demand is 
simple. After all, the constitution that has got to be framed must be 
our constitution. The house that we are going to build will l.e the 
house in which we are going to live. We do m»t want a logical consti- 
tution. W’’e do not want aich-angles to draw up a (‘onstitution for us. 
W"e want to draw up our own constitution, with all our limitations, with 
all our imperfections, but all the same it wdll be a constitution w’hich 
we shall be able to call our very own. I do not understand what objec. 
tion there is to this. Some people say — W’hy do you make such a 
bother alwut it? After all, the Commission is not the final arbiter: the 
Commission will submit their report before Parliament, and Parliament 
wrill do the business. That was the argument of Rai Bahadur Jadunath 
Mazumdar : that Parliament is the ultimate reserve of power. Cianting 
that Parliament is the ultimate reserve of power, is it not all ilir* more 
necessary — does it not stand to reason — that the preliminary work, the 
rough draft should l)e piepared by the people who are absolutely, ex- 
clusively — and not only here and there — Indians? We did not want a 
mixed Commission, we want an All-Indian Commission, if that has to 
be, and nothing more than that. 

Sir, I have never found a single man either on the Government 
benches or on the non-official benches dealing fairly and tajuarely with 
this question of an All-Indian Commission. The only person that has 
dealt writh it is ihe Secretary of State for India, and that also in a speech 
which has become stale and obsolete now. With some of the arguments 
of the Secretary of State, however, we shall have to deal, because those 
are the only arguments that have been used again.st us. What ar« His 
Lordship’s arguments? One of his arguments was: “We cannot re- 
pudiate our "responsibility for India.” That is one of the high-sounding 



w SIMON COMMISSION. [IOth Svm 

platitudes which Englishmen — especially Englishmen in high places^ 
are fond of trotting out. Is it God, is it man, who makes you responsible? 
Tour self-imposed responsibility, your self-imposed trusteeship, all this 
moral and virtuous pose of yours agrees ill with your present history, 
and with your past records. We do not want you to disavow responsibil- 
ity. After all, we also admit that the ultimate shape of the constitu- 
tion will have to be given by the British Parliament. Nobody denied 
that up till now, but all the same you come forward and say that to 
appoint an All-Indian Commission will be disavowing responsibility for 
the Government of India. 

The second of His Lordship’s argument was this ; That you could not 
get together a representative Indian Commission. That also has been 
referred to by the Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur. As against the Nawab 
Bahadur, I shall quote the authority of somebody whom even the Nawab 
Bahadur will acknowledge to be greater than himself — a member of his 
own community, one who enjoys the confidence and support of thou- 
sands and hundreds of thousands of his countrymen. I refer to His 
Highness the Aga Khan. Speaking to the Press, he said that he could 
without consulting anybody name a score of persons who deseived to be 
regarded as the representatives of a united India. Eveiy^one knows who 
are the representatives of the Indian people; the Government knows 
them very well. And if nol>ody knows, at least the Hon’ble Mr. W. D. 
R. Prentice konws very well who are the representatives of India and 
hates them proportionately. They all know them. It is a mere pretence, 
a mere game of make-belief, to say that you do not know who the 
representative Indians are. 

Tlie last argument that was used by Lord Birkenhead — his store- 
house of arguments w’as soon exhausted — was this: That an All-Indian 
Commission would submit half-a-dozen dissentient reports based upon 
communal lines. Sir, I say that sort of remark is an insult to India — 
an insult that can only be excused on the ground of His I^ordship’s 
bottomless ignorance of all things Indian. It is an insult to sum>ose 
that no Indian is capable of rising above communal heights. Even 
granting that it was so, even granting that we are bound to submit half- 
a-dozen dissentient reports, I ask why did not you wait for that. Af'ter 
we had submitted these dissentient reports, then would have been the 
time for your to say : “ Ijo ! here are the Indians. They cannot agree 
upon a common basis. They cannot agree even upon submitting a report 
about their own constitution.” That brings me to the end of the 
arguments. 

6 p.m. 

Another argument is this: I have been twitted with the remark 
during the last two days that we are going to lose — most probably we 
are going to lose. We shall lose to-day, but I tell the English people 
that they will lose to-morrow. (Hear, hear.) We shall loee our 
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amendments, but they will lose the British Empire which is of much 
more value than our amendments can he. That is how they lost the 
colonies in America. Your mule-headed obstinacy, your want of 
vision to forecast the future, your want of sympathy with the subject- 
people — these have been the cause of your loss and ruin in the past, 
and these will be the cause of your loss and ruin in the present and in 
the future. You may despise these words of mine, but these words 
cannot and will not be lijrhtly cast aside by whoever who has the 
vision to see and the imagination to grasp the realities. 

My last word is one of appeal to some of my Moslem friends who 
are capable of taking an impaitial view of things. Many Muham- 
madans have not joined us under the impression that if they co-operate 
with the Simon Commission, most probably they will gain something 
which they would not have gained if thej* sided with us. To them 
I say, let them not labour under the frightful illusion. That way the 
danger lies — that way you will commit suicide. If they want to gain 
anything, what they wish to gain must come fn)m us, their fellow- 
countiymen, who live with them side by side, who feed for them in 
their joy and sorrow, and not from the common enemy — the third 
party which profits in our weakness and rejoices in our disaster. Not 
from them, I say, the help must come, but from us; and therefore 
in this hour of crisis, if they have any sense of patriotisin, they must 
cast aside all petty thoughts of immediate gain, they must rise to 
the height of occasion and side with us to conquer in this fight, if 
that is possible; or if that is not possible, to share with us the glory 
of defeat. 


Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Sir, I feel compelled to say a few words 
on the motion before the House, although the contribution to the 
debate yesterday and to-day has been excellent. I think I am right! 
in .saying that Sir dohn Simon, when he made a statement on his 
arrival in India, offered to the non-official members of the different 
legislatures in India that they should form ConiTnittees to assist him 
and his colleagues. I am sure he wanted that the Committees of these 
legislatures .should l)e confined to non-ofheial members; and the protest 
that I voice to-<lay is against the prmedure adopted by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in putting forward the motion in response to that 
offer of Sir John Simon throiigh the senior official member of the 
executive of the Government of Bengal. I wonder, Sir, whether it 
was not possible under the rules of the Bengal liegislative Council 
to find one non-oflicial member to give notice of a motion of the descrip- 
tion that has been moved by the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur, senior 
member of the irremovable Executive Council of the Government of 
Bengal. Sir, not only did Sir John Simon want, as far as I could 
gather from his statement, that the oflScial members should bave 
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nothing to do with the appointment of this Committee, but, if I read 
his statement aright, I realised that he wanted the non-official mem* 
hew only to vote, if they chose to appoint Committees, and the 
official members not to have anything 'to do with it. But Sir, 
not only do we find that the senior member of the Executive Councii 
puts forward this motion, but I am perfectly certain, as I have been 
told in the lobbies, that every official member, who ought not to have, 
in terms of the offer of Sir John Simon, anything to do with this 
resolution, is going to vote in its support. I am dilating on this point 
for the purpose of showing to the House and to the public at large 
that even if this resolution, which has been moved by the Hon’ble 
Nawab Saheb, is carried, it will be carried by the votes' of the official 
members, sponsored as it is in this Council by His Excellency the 
Governor in Council, thi-ough Nawab Bahadur, and at the Government 
House by His Excellency the Governor, as a member of the Executive 
Council. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen Gupta, I cannot allow you to make 
this Htatement, unless you take the responsibility for what you are 
statinjf, or unless you have any document to prove your statement. 

Mr. 4 , M. SEN GUPTA: I am not making any statement in this 
House for which I do not take the fullest responsibility. I say it is 
ti*ue that non-official meml)ers were sent for on the last occasion and 
they were sent for on this occasion at the instance of His Ecel- 
lency the Governor in Council, and I say that while the senior 
member of the Executive Council was canvassing for Totes in this 
Council, 

t . • • • * • * \ 


* * * • Apart from that, I find that 

this Executive Council took the trouble of sending cables to England 
and getting answers from Sir John Simon, and then giving copies of 
those answers to the non-official members at the Government House. Is 
this what Sir John Simon wanted when he made that statement on 
arriving in India a few months agoP Did he want that the officials 

• • * * • should interfere with the 

rights of the non-official members and try to get them to withdraw 
resolutions, not to move certain amendments whioh might have 
moved at the instance of their constituencies? 


*A passage refiecting upon Hla ExoeUvoeT the Governor lias here heea 
ezpong^ by order of the President. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I take aeriouH objection to wliat you have aaid. 
As for your statement of. certain facts, if you aie not able to prove to 
my satisfaction, in my private Chaml>er, after the Council meeting 
that these are absolutely correct, I shall be under the painful necessity 
of ordering that the objectionable portion of your speech should not be 
recorded in the proceedings. 

Mr. J. M. 8|N GUPTA: Y ou are perfectly justified to do whatever 
you like so far as your rights are concerned to exclude any portion 
of my speech from the proceedings of this Council, but I would Ik* 
failing in my duty, and even at the risk of breaking the rules of thf 
Council, if I did not protest against such interference by people with 
the rights of the memliers of this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I object to that attitude of youi*K, that you 
want to break the rules of this House I am here to see that you 
do not do that. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Sir, I have not broken any rules. If I 
had done so, you could certainly interrupt me. I said that I would 
nm the risk of breaking the rules if I thought it ne(*eHsar>' for the 
purpose of bringing public opinion to bear on this question. 

Mr. S. C. BOSE: On a point of order: May I enquire under what 
statute or rule has the President any authority to summon a private 
member to his private Chamber and ask him to satisfy himP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That power is inherent in the Chair. When a 
member takes responsibility for what he says, the President has every 
right to ask that member to pn>ve his statement. 

Mr. S. C. BOSE: I rise to a point of order : Under what statute and 
under what rule of the Indian I^egislaiure has the President power 
to summon a private member to his private chamber P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already dis])osed of the question of 
authority. In any case, I think it is absolutely reasonable that the 
Preeidmit should be able to ask a member to prove to his satisfaction 
a statement which he has made. 

Mf« S» 6. BOSE: My point is not concerned either with reasonable- 
ness or unreasonableness. My point of order is, under what authority 
or etatute has the President the right to summon a private member 
to kis private chamber to explain his statement P 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS I have already told yoil that. I did not 
actually take my stand on any written statute, but I think that it 
was a very reasonable demand. 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: May I take it. Sir, that there is no authority 
under the statute? 


Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: I will not pr. to your chamber to prove the 
statement I urn makinj?. I shall state what I have to state in public 
and before the House and to the constituencies who have sent us here 
to judge whether what I am stating is ti*ue oi not. I would not make 
you the judge. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If you do not do that, then my order will be 
that your remarks with regard to the head of the province be expunged 
from the proceedings. 


Mr. D. N. ROY: Under what section or rule do you make that 
ruling? 

JMr. «l. M. SEN GUPTA: Sir, you may expunge i ightly or wrongly, 
justly or arbitrarily, portions of my speech from the proceedings, * * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 
i>-15 p.m. 

Mr, J. M. SEN GUPTA: Copies of statements printed on Govern- 
ment House papers have been circulated to members of the House ^or 
the purpose of showing what Sir John Simon w’ants and what he does 
not want. Sir, an enterprising editor has raised a question — a very 
interesting question — Is England honest in her intentions regarding 
India? Sir, members on this side of the House and some on the other 
side also have answered that question. 1 should only like to refer 
you to one part of the history of Britain towards India from 1917 and 
onwards. In August 1917, the then Secretary of State for India made 
a solemn promise in words in which there was no equivocation that 
the declared policy of the British Government was to establish respon- 
sible Government in India. There was no question or doubt ps to the 
goal of British ^ule in India as stated in that declaration. Sir, in 


passage reflecting upon Hie Ezc^lency the Govemcr has here been 
expunged by order of the President. 




mm.] 


SIMON COMMISSION. 


m 


W17, Britain wai in great danger. England wanted India's money— 
England wanted India's men. Ttere was enthusiasts — there were 
extremists in this country who wanted to take advantage of this posi- 
tion of peril of England. Leaders advised — Mahatma Gandhi advised 
that England's adversity must not be India's opportunity, and it was 
on the point of being thrown away by the extremist and impatient 
section. But notwithstanding the fact that India had a great 
opportunity of rising in revolt in those perilous days of England, in 
her wisdom or unwisdom India chose to follow the advice of her leaders 
and obe^'ed them. And the result was that crores of inpees were sent 
out from India to help England. Thousands of Indians laid down their 
lives in the battle-fields of France for saving England, and it was at 
that time that that promise— an unequivocal promise — “ that the 
declared policy of the British Government is to establish responsible 
Government " was made. When the war was over 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your time is up, Mr. .Sen Gupia. 


Mr. 4. M. SEN CUPTA: May I have five minutes morel^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I can (five you two minutes to finish. 

(Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta did not rise to speak again). 

The motion that the conwideration of the resolution he postponed 
sine die was then put and a division taken with the following I’esul^t; — 


AYES. 


Aluiiiuuli Maulvi AsimuMiii. 
aateki, laftu Rmum Oliandra. 
■MitriM, Or. rramatliafiath. 
lawTit, Oatou Pramatlia NatH. 
•annarjat, Batow Jittadralal. 

•atti, tabu tast taktiar. 

Ba«i, Mr. F. e. 

Basil, Mr. iarat C. 

Biswas, Babu t arsaira Nath. 

Bats, BBbii Balay KHsbiia. 

Bass, Mr. B. P. 

Miws MMIM wiMilMfwM 

Obahrawti, Babii JsB t aB ra ehanBra. 
CbBiir abBrtty , IbbB MnBra NaBi. 
PbattarliS^ Srfjisl BiJay Kaaiar. 

WBOTMinf im fSMFMMFMWMXIf* 

Oaa Oapta. Or. 4. M. 

Oina, mum Abbii fNMMBra. 

Oatla, iabB Aamfya ObaaBra. 

Oatt, Baba iaral ttmmm. 

OabB a i y, Baba ICbaBMMra ftatb. 
Ob asa, Baba Aaiaraabra Natb. 
Oapta, Mr. JiBSSh Ohaadra. 


Himatsinslu^ Babu Frabhu Otyal. 

Hsqus, Kasi Imdadul. 

Khan, Babu Osbsntfra Ul. 

La la, Babu tarada Krlya. 

Maiti, Babu Mahsndra Nath. 

Maitra, trijut Jatsudra Nath. 

Mulisrjaa, Brijul Tarahnath. 

Nashar, babu Ham Chandra. 

Fal Chaudhuri, Mr. Banjit. 

Faddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Nay, Babu turandra Nath. 

Nay, Or. Kumud Baniiar. 

Nay, Sriiut Nadha Oab i nda. 

Nay, Bahu Manmatha Nath. 

Nay, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Nay, Mr. O. N. 

Nay, Mr. Kiran Banhar. 

Nay Chaudhuri, Nai Bahadur Batysndrc 
Nath. 

Barfcar, Bahu Naliniran|an« 

Ban, Mr. Batish Chandra. 

Ban, Brijttt Nagsndra Nath. 

Bsn OuFta, Mr. 4. M. 
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Aumt, Mr. I. a. 

A«luirjy« Cliaiidliurii Maluiraja SMtlii 
lUfita, af MuktagMliaf MyiMtitifigli. 

Afial, Matiivi tya^ MHliaiiiiiiAd. 

AtiaiMul, Mauivi Kasiruddia. 

Ahmad, Khan tahadur Maulai Emadtiddin. 
AH, Mr. Altar. 

CaMillt, Mr. A. 

Chatarji, Ilia Haa*bla Sir Nalini Ranjan. 
Chandhuri, Khan Eahadur Mauivi Nahiar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Nurul Hun. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han’bla Nawab Eahadur 
•aiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur, af 
Dhanbai^i. 

Chaudhury, Mauivi Oalam Mawla. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Kharahad Alam. 

Oahan, Mr. D. J. 

CapRiniar, Lt.-Gal. W. V. 

Oaah, Mr. A. 4. 

May, Mr. Q. E. 

MawdhiB, Mr. T. W. 

Orummand. Mr. 4. Q. 

Mutt, Mr. a. t. 

Bddia, Mr. A. MaD. 

faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Fyfa, Mr. 4, N. 

Qhaaa, Mr. M. 0. 

Mhaah Maulik, Mr. tatyandra Chandra. 
Mhuinavi, AlhadJ Sir Abdalharim. 

Maanka, Ral Bahadur Badridaa. 

Mafran, Mauivi Abdul. 

Qardan, Mr. A. D. 

Muha, Mr. F. N. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Naqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aiiiul. 
Hofikyna, Mr. W. t. 

Naaa^, tha Han'bla Nabab Muaharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 

Huq, Mr. A. K. Faal-ul. 

Nuaain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Byad 
Maqbul. 

Nuaaain, Mauivi Uitafat. 

lamail, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muhammad. 


damaa, Mr. F. B. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Aahraf Ali. 
Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Muaiiam All. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han'Ma Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. B. 

Maxumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MoOluakia, Mr. 1. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mittar, tha Han’bla fir Fravaah Chundar. 
Marian, Mr. Q. 

Mukarji, hr. t. C. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar Sria Chandra. 
Naximuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Nalaan, Mr. W. H. 

Farratt, Mr. F. 

Frantiaa, tha Han’bla Mr. W. 0. R. 
Rahman, Mauivi Atixur. 

Rahman, Mauivi Bhamaur-. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur*. 

Ralkat, Mr. Fraaanna Dab. 

Rauf, Mauivi Byad Abdur. 

Ray Chaudhri, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Ray, Mr. BiJay Fraud Bingh. 

Baahaa, Mr. F. A. 

Banyal, Babu Baahindra Narayan. 

Barkar, Rai Bahib Rahati Mahan. 

Battar, Khan Bahib Abdut. 

Battar, Mr. Abdaal Raxak Hajaa Abdaal. 
Bhah, Mr. Bhalam Haasain. 

Binha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan 
af Naahipur. 

Balaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Btapiftan, Mr. H. E. 

Buhrawardy, Mr. H. B. 

Thamaa, Mr. H, W. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 45, and the Noes 82, the motion was lost. 


t)-30 p.m. 

The motion that the consideration of the resolution be adjourned 
till after a geneiul election of the Council on the issues raised by the 
resolution was then put and lost. 

The motion that the consideration of the resolution be adjourned 
until this Council formulates its scheme of consitutional reforms was 
put and lost. 

The motion that the question of the appointment of a Oomnaittee of 
this Council be postponed till the publication of the decision of the All- 
Party Conference regarding the constitution was put and lost. 
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HalMirala iASHI KANTA ACHARJYA CHAUDHURI, of MiikU- 
glMtlif Mymifltillgll * May I rise on a point of personal explanation P 
Mr. Sen Gupta referred in his speech to the fact that His Excellency 
the Governor sent for me. That part of his statement is true, but it is 
not true that he canvassed foi my vote. 

MK president* I will have that statement of yours recorded in 
the proceedings. 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I would not have made any speech to 
discuss the resolution now beioie the House, hut certain remarks made 
by my friend, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, have forced me to say only 
a few words. My friend, Mi. Bannerjee, has made an earnest appeal 
to the Muhammadan members of this Council to rise to the height of 
the occaflfion and to support the policy of the Congress party in recording 
practically a vote of no-confidence in the Simon (Aimmission (Cries of 
** Policy of the Moslem League.”) Whatever that may be, whether it 
be a question of the League or whether it l>e a question of the appoint- 
ment of a Committee to work with the Commission, the principle on 
which we have divided is om* of co-operation or non-co-operation, and 
we have seen that a large number of Moslem members of this House 
have gone into the sunie lobby with the Kunipeans and officials. Let 
me assure mv friend, Mr. Bannerjee, that in doing so we have done it 
with a heavy heart. (Cries of “Shame.”) We have done so from a 
supreme sense of duty. Let me remind my friend, Mr. Banerjee, that 
the records of the National Congre.ss and the rei’ords of the All-India 
Moslem lieague all bear testimony to the fact that whenever the country" 
has made a demand on Moslem patriotism, we have never been beliiud 
any community in India. Why is it, then, that to-day we go into the 
same lobby with the Europeans? It is because of the mischievous 
activities of the Hindu Maha.sabha which have made it impossible for 
us to place any oonhdence in Congress leaders. When the consideration 
of my amendment about the fitness of the conditions of India comes up, 
I will make this point clear. I will only say this» now, that it is not 
from choice but from necessity that the Muhammadan members have 
to-day voted against the Congress. If my friends want to win back 
the Moslem members, let them go and control the Hindu Mahasabha. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think you are right in referring to the 
activity of the Hindu Mahasabha. W> are not discussing it, and I take 
eerioo^ exception to your remark.s which are out of order. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I do wish to mention names of persons 
in partieu^r. However, as may lead to controversial matters, I will 
aay nothing about it at the present moment, but I give this assurance 
to the member^ of the Congress party that as soon as the Muhammadans 
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^nd that they can place eonfidenoe in lonr mpected leaders, the leaders 
whom we have always followed, we will go back to the Congress fold, 
stand side by side with the Congress and fight battles for the freedom 
and liberty of India. After all, India is our fatherland — in India we 
live and in India we will die; our bones will form the manure of India. 
It is no use ridiculing; it is no use jftiutting our eyes to facts, and the 
statement that I am making, and which is echoing from the hearts of 
oil Muhammadans, is that our present attitude is due to the hypocrisy 
and dishonest influence of the Hindu Mahasabha. I will not say 
anything further; I will simply say this in reply to what has fallen 
from my friend, Mr. Banneiiee. But let me again assure him that 
even if we vote for the appointment of a Committee, even if some of 
the members of the Moslem community consent to work on that Com- 
mittee, Ihe Muhammadans will not he false to their ti-ust, false to India, 
false to the cause for which the Congress stands and for which patriots 
like my friend, Mr, Bannerjee, have worked all their lives. We have 
ungrudgingly followed leaders like Tilak, we have ungrudgingly 
followed leaders like Gokhale and Mehta, we have followed leaders like 
Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea and Ananda Mohan Bose; we are still 
ready to do that. I do not blame any single member of the Congress 
party ; I do give them the fullest credit for the very best of motives 
and patriotism and ab(»ut wdiich I have not the slightest doubt, but I 
will entreat them. I will appeal to them to make it possible for us to 
go back once more to the Congress fold. When they do that, there 
will be no necessity for our voting on behalf of Government or on the 
side of Government. If they can do that, then the gentlemen who are 
sitting over there will pack and board the next ship to take them 
back to England. Let them not do it by domineering over the Moslem 
community, but conceding to them what is good for the people, good for 
the country and good for all communities. We stand here for equal 
rights; we are against domination by autocrats; w’e do not want 
autocracy in any shape; we want freedom for all castes, creeds and com- 
munities and equal opportunities for all. (Cries of “ Hear, bear,”) *' 

Thi Honlilt Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHOUDHURIp 
Khan Bahaduri of Dhinbarl: I beg to accept the motion moved by Mr. 
A. K. Fazl-ul Huq. * 

Babtt AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: As a matter of fact, Mr. Fasl-ul 
Huq made his speech on the substantive resolution; he did not move 
his amendment at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: MThat does then the Hon’ble Member want to 
accept P I am, perhaps, to divide the amendment in two parts, and put 
the first part to vote first . 
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M HARENORANATH GHAUDHURIS A point of order has been 
raised by Babu Akhil Chandra Datta to the effect that Mr. Fasl-ul Huq 
did not move his amendment at all; he simply made a speech. I do 
not know, Sir, how in spite of this ycm are jroing to thrust his amend- 
ment on this House. 

Mr« 8« Cl BOSES I would also like to observe that Mr. Faid-ul Huq 
did not move his amendment, but spoke on the origfinal resolution. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ : I was under that impression, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, your amendment falls to the ground 
as not being moved. 

The following motion was not moved and, therefore, deemed to he 
withdrawn : — 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ to move, by way ot amendment, that for 
the words “ to assist the C Mnmi‘^sion,*’ the following he Hihstituted, 
namely : — 

to constitute the Indian wing to the (%)mmiMKi()n in the 
province ” ; and 

the following he added at the end, namely : — 

“ with instructions to convey to the Commission the deliberate 
opinion of this (\)uncil, that India under juesent condition is 
not fit for any system of repiesentative (lovernment." 

Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: T hog to withdraw' the amendment that Htaiid<i 
in my name. I expect to move it as a sluhstuntive motion at a later <late 
which I believe His Excellency the Governor is going to fix. 

The following motion was then, hy leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — . 

<<Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM to move, hy w'ay of amendment, that for 
the words “ to assist the Commission the follow ing l>e substituted, 
namely : — 

to hold joint conference with the Coinmission and that it be an 
instruction to the Committee to convey to the Coinmission that it is 
the opinion of this Council that — 

(a) the status of India diould be that of a self-governing Dominion 
under the British Crown as an equal partner in the Common- 
wealth of Nations within the British Empire and that 
necessary steps be taken to give adequate expression and 
effect to such status in the relations of India with Britain, 
the other self-governing Dominions with the British Empire 
and with the foreign countries; 
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(b) tile constitution of India be on the bosis id a Federation of 

autonomous States, the Federal or Central Goyetnment 
adniini storing only such subjects as concern the whole of 
India ; 

(c) the present system of Government in the provinces popularly 

known as the Diarchy be abolished and full responsible 
Government be inaugurated in the provinces; 

(d) in the constitutional instruments the citizens^ rights as recog- 

nised by all idvilised Governments be defined and reasonable 
and appropriate safeguards be provided for the protection of 
the rights and interests of minorities; 

(e) special attention of the Simon Commission should be ispecifically 

and emphatically drawn to the effect of the Meston Settle- 
ment on the working of the Government of Bengal and in 
lieu of the Settlement fresh financial adjustments be made 
on sound lines; 

(/) appropriate provisions be made for the proper and effective 
representation of important sections of the population in the 
various legislatures and other statutory self-governing public 
lK)dies ; 

(/;) in the recruitment of the public services due regard be paid 
not solely to academic (jualification?' of the candidates, but 
to the need for securing the widest possible confidence in the 
administration by averting a communal or class mon(>poly; 
ih) for effectuating the alM>vementi()ned subjects, all necessary and 
appropriate measures be adopted ; 

and that at the conclusion ot it^ Conference with the Commission the 
Committee should make a report to this Council in order that pi*oper 
decisions may be arrived at on the various (|uestions involved in caiTv- 
ing out the above principles in the future constitution of India and 
the same be communicated to the Commission together with a copy *of 
the proceedings of the Council in connection therewith/’ 

MiUlvi ABDUL KARIM: On the grounds stated by Sir Abd-ur- 
Rahim, I also withdraw the motion standing in my name. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

Mailivi ABDUL KARIM to move, by way of amendment, that in 
the resolution — 

(1) f*>r the word ** asskt ” the words “ work jointly with ” be sub- 

stituted; and 

(2) the following he added at the eUd of the resolution, namely : — 

“ according to the general policy to be laid down by this 
Council regarding matters of fundamental importance, 
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such as full dominion statns, pro^inaal autonomy, prin* 
ciple of responsibility in the Central Governments 
Indianisation of servicas including defence and marine, 
protection of the rights and interests of minorities, re- 
adjustment of the Meston Settlement, and to re}>ort to thia 
Council the results of their work immediately on its 
completion.” 


Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I withdraw this motion so that we may 
be able to discuss it in greater detail at a later date. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn; — 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY to move, by way of amendment, that 
the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“ Provided that the said Committee are not to agree to any constitu- 
tion for India which does not — 

(7) guarantee to India dominion form of (Government within a 
fixed limit of time; and 

( 2 ) forthwith grant full provincial autonomy and responsible 
Government, including contnd of its finances, to the 
provinces.” 

Rai Bahadur JADUNATH MAZUMDAR: As the principle of my 
motion has been accepted, I do not move my motion. 

The following motion was <'alled but not moved and therefore 
deemed to be withdrawn; — 

Rai Bahadur JADUNATH MAZUMDAR to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that the following he added at the end of the resolution, namely : — 

” Provided, first that the members of the Committee appointed 
are allowed to enjoy e<iual pijwers with the members of the CmnmiMion 
in the matter of evidence tJiat may be placed before the latter; and, 
secondly, that the Keport of the said Committee shall be placed before 
this Council for approval Wfore submission to the said Commission.” 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: May I have your leave to move the 
next three together, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may. But there will be separate 
voting on each. 

Mr. H. i. SUHRAWARDY: I beg to move, by way of amendment, 
that the following proviso be added, namely: — 

” Provided that the merabero of the Committee appointed by this 
Council are given absolutely the same status and powers as fhe members 
of the Statutory Commission, specially as regards the examination of 
witnesses, and access to confidential papers and documents. 
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I alBO moTe, by way af amendment, that the following proviso be 
added, namely: — 

“ Provided that before the Committee appointed by the Council 
make their report, they should submit the same to the Council for an 
expression of opinion thereon by this Council.'^ 

I further move, by way of amendment, that the following proviso 
be added, namely: — 

“ Provided that it be an instruction to the Committee not to begin 
its labour of assisting the Statutory Commission until the Local Govern- 
ment publishes the memorandum prepared by it for submission to the 
Statutoiy Commission and this Council gets an opportunity of express- 
ing its views on it/' 

C45 p.m. 

It is hardly necessary to preface my amendments with any remarks, 
as they speak for themselves, and all of us and the public outside are 
fully aware of the various phases of the controversy in respect of the 
Simon (Commission. We are not opposing the appointment of a Com- 
mittee, as such, t(» assist the Commission, if equal status in Bengal and 
equal ac(*ess to papers and evidence are given us, but we are anxious 
that any recommendation that should be made by our Committee should 
bo a reflex of the opinion of the majority of the meml)ei*s of the Council 
on the (juestion of what the future constitution of India should be, and 
should be based on a national programme. We have been constrained 
to take up this attitude not without much conflict of emotions. We are 
met in the first instance with the spectacle of the greatest leaders of 
moderate Indian public opinion, such as Mr. Jinnah, Sir Ali Imam, 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Sir Sivaswamy Iyer and a host of others, 
refusing to co-operate with the Commission, because they feel and,j in 
our opinion, rightly feel, that Indian.^ were deliberately excluded from 
the Commission, and even after the whole of India rose to express its 
indignation, the insult was repeated in provocative language. We 
realise that a joint opposition wdll go far to bring home to the British 
public the depth of our indignation, but, unfortunately, disruptive 
influences have been at work : one party rises against another, there is 
a cleavage as betw^een community and community and writhin com- 
munities themselves, and people will be forthcoming to express views 
nnd opinions l>efore the Commission that may materially injure our 
national aspirations. 

On the one hand, if the All-Parties Conference comes to a decision, 
which is reasonably unanimous, it will be endorsed by ail sections of the 
people, it will and must carry far more weight in any scheme of future 
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reoonstmction—whether it k submitted befoi-e the Commission or noi- 
than any possible memoranda that we can place before the Commission, 
nay, more than the. recommendations of the Commission itself; but, on 
the other hand, there is possibility of failure, and persons must be 
there who will fijfht tooth and nail to see that no agreement is arrived 
at ; and will make ever>’ attempt to show that Indian statesmanship is 
bankrupt, and the only alternative is to submit our case before a third 
party. Then again, logically speaking, these Provincial Committees 
do not fit into the scheme at all. If an All-India Representative 
Committee had been in existence, the Provincial (N)mmittees would 
have some meaning, for what we want is that Indians as well, just as 
much as the members of the Commission, must be in a jiosition to 
arrive at decisions with regard to all-India problems, and co-onlinate 
the views and the opinions and interests of the various provinces. Such 
a Committee has been turned down by the Assembly; but the existence 
of such a Committee is a nine qua non for the suitable fuiu'tioning of 
provincial Committees. In our opinion, every ettbit must be made to 
form such a Committee, otherwise. {l(»vernment need not he surprised if 
at a later stage the Council withdraws its co-operation from the Simon 
Commission. Then, again, it has to be conceded that the evident 
desire of Sir John Simon to repaii’ the mistakes of the Secretary of 
State for India, to the limits of his power, has to some extent su(M*eeded 
in mollifying our sense of outraged dignity. We know tliat he has a 
very difficult ta^k before him; conflicting interesl.s, und factious views 
are the heritage of a nation in bondage, hut he has sacrificed miu h to 
shoulder the burden, and it is deal that he i> deeply {in.\i«>us to placate 
Indian opinion. Further, everyone rtiusi have noted the >utisfaction 
that is expressed even in the boycott Piess with nieinoranda submitted 
by promient people that give exjiression to our nationalist aspirations 
and demands, such as the memorandum submitted by the ex-Miuister 
of Bihar and nri>*sa. We have, therefore, decided that though we are 
a mere I^iovincial Committee and may do little g(M)d, we may succeed 
in counteracting prejudicial influences, and we shall acce])t the faH 
nceompli for the purpose of ensuring that the nationalist demands do 
not go by default. 

Now, <0 far as niy amendment wdth regard to eijual status and 
opportunities to go into evidence is concerned, Government and Sir 
John Simon have conceded as much as they could. (Vrtainly, we do not 
enjoy the same status, our report will be lost in that vast annexure that 
w’ill go with the Commission’s Report; we do not delude om-selves with 
the belief that the Royal Comrai.‘:8ion and our Committee will l>e on a 
par even in considering the interests of the province, but we cannot 
fail to realise that as much as is possible has been conceded on the point. 
When the question of the AlbIndia Committee is at stake, it is un- 
necessary to quibble over the rights and dignities of the Provincial 
Committee. ^ 
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Next conies my amendment No. 16, that the Committee do place its 
report before the Council for the expression of the views of the Council 
thereon before submission. Government have rightly pointed out the 
difficulties in the way of the Council reviewing the decisions of the 
Committee. . I know that the recommendations of a Committee are not 
lightly interfered with by the Council; I know that should there be a 
variance, it may be suggested that the Committee being the first Court 
has seen the witnesses and considered the evidence over several days. 

I know that the influence of the seven members of the Committee will 
be cast in favoui- of the Report ; nevertheless, in view of the fact that 
we are placing no limitation on their discretion at this stage, in view 
also that the decisions must be in consonance with certain fundamental 
principles, and that we cannot surrender our views to seven members, 
however estimable they may be, I have no other alternative but to press^ 
this amendment. 

My amendment No. 17, which Government desire to oppose, is in 
effect an attempt to induce the Government to publish its memorandum, 
and permit the Council to express its views thereon. The reason is 
obvious. We have all along been told that the Legislative Council is 
part of the Government, though obviously not on its executive side,^ 
that the Executive Council and the Legislative Council form one 
component whole, known as Government, that it is the duty of the 
Legislative Council to keep a watch on the Executive side, check its 
vagaries, bring it into line with public opinion, help it in a proper and 
just administration, ventilate the views of the people and perform the 
numenius other f auctions which a representative legislature is called 
on to perform. But now the executive part of Government would like 
to put itself on the same plane as any private body or group of indi- 
viduals, although two of its members are believed to be representatives 
of the non-official opinion of the Council. Do Government desire to 
lay down the proposition that the interests of the Government are 
opjjosed to the interests of the people? If Government say that their 
memorandum are the views of the bureaucracy, moderated and toiled 
by helpful suggestions from the Ministers, then and only then can the 
action of Government in placing an independent memorandum and not 
taking the Council into its confidence be justified. If this be so, then 
let Government frankly declare that its memorandum expresses the 
views of the Seivice, and deal only with administrative difficulties, or 
with safeguarding the interests of the Service, But let it not be considered 
the report of a Government charged with looking after the interests 
of the people of the province. The purpose of the appointment of an 
Indian wing, or an adjunct, or a conference, or a body of assistants, 
is to show that you have confidence in us. You cannot affirm and 
reprobate at the same time. If you hove confidence in us, are yom 
prepared to place your memorandum before the Joint Con|inittee for 
discussion; are you prepared to disclose those dread and dark secrete 
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you so much fear to expose ; are you prepared to act according to 
your protestations and appear as witnesses before a Committee F If 
you do not do so, we shall consider that your protestations that this 
Committee has equal status and powers with regard to provincial matters 
are only lip protestations. If you send your views behind our back to 
the Secretary' of State or to the Simon Commission when it sits in 
England, we shall be constrained to consider it as an act of hostility. 
If Government give us an assurance that they will withhold nothing 
fiom the Committee, that no recommendations will be exclusively sent 
to England, then I shall be prepared to withdraw this amendment, 
provided that my previous amendment, namely, the revision by the 
Council of the recommendations of the Committee is carried. If 
Government do not give us the assurance, but hold that they will send 
it behind the back of the Committee, we shall treat it us a mark of no- 
confidence on the Committee by the Government, and I shall press the 
amendment for the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon*ble Nawab Bahatfur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 
CHAUDHURI Khan Bahadurp of Dhanbaris Sir, on behalf of Govern- 
ment, I beg to accept the first two amendments moved by 
fMr. Suhrawardy. The Ilon’ble Mr. Marr will explain Government’s 

attitude as regards his third amendment. 

The HOfl*ble Mr. A. MARR: All I want to say is that, though 
Government have been able to accept the first and second amendments 
moved by Mr. Suhrawardy, they cannot possibly accept his third amend- 
ment. 

As far as Government are concerned, it is their duty to supply all 
papers to the Statutory Commission, and it is for the Statutory^ (hnn- 
mission to supply papers to the Committee of this House. I may, how- 
ever, remind the House what the Nawab Bahadur has, I think, already 
mentioned, that so far as the Punjab is concerned, the Statutory Com- 
mission have directed that all papei-s and materials for the l^unjab 'will 
be sent to the Punjab Committee 

Rat HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Subject to the President s 
right to withhold anything at hiw difM*retion. 

TIm Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: But there is no question that so far as 
Bengal is concerned, it is in exactly the same position as the Punjab, 
and whatever materials are sent to the Commission will surely be sent 
on to the Bengal Committee. May I read the telegrams bearing on 
this subject? 

This is from the Government of India to the Statutory Commission ; — 

“ Committee formed by l^unjab liegislative Council to co-operate 
with Statutory Commission wishes to receive forthwith copies of 
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Punjab Government’s memoranda consisting of a description of the 
working of the reformed constitution, advance copies of which have 
been already presented to the Commission, and desires the orders of the 
Commission on its request to be obtained. The only comment made 
by the liocal Government in forwarding the request is that the material 
is provisional and liable to modification. The instructions of the Com- 
mission, if communicated to Government of India, would be conveyed 
by them to the Committee through the Tjocal Government.” 

In reply the Commission said : — 

” Your telegram of 22nd instant. Instructions were sent by mail 
14th June to officer in charge, Statutory Commission, New Delhi office, 
to forward to Punjab Committee the Punjab material received to that 
date, including Punjab Government’s memoranda to which you refer. 
Officer in charge, New Delhi, has now been asked by telegraph to send 
these particular documents forthwith in advan(‘e of rest of material 
specified in mail instructions. He has been asked to apply to Punjab 
Government for more copies if he recpiires them. Would you ask 
that Government to comply with any such request? Commission would 
prefer that Local Government should not send any material direct to 
Punjab Committee, both iii order to preserve (‘oirect procedure and also 
to obviate any risk of some material rea(‘hing Committee before it is in 
hands of Commission itself.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That is not the whole of 
it. 


Tha HOffl*bl6 Mr^ W. D. R, PRENTICE: Is it in order on the part of 
any member to deny a statement made by Government? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; On a point of ]>ersofial 
explanation, Sir. I do not deny the statement made by the Hon’ble 
Member, but I do .say that it is not the whole of it. Sir John Simon 
has said that he will use his discretionary j)ower as President to protect 
witnes.ses. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Mr. Chaudhuri seems to know more 
about it than I do. I have read the whole telegi'am. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I must accept the statement made 
by the Hott’ble Mr. Marr, and it seems to me that if the Punjab 
procedure is followed here, the memorandum of the Government of 
Bengal will be placed before the Committee, In view of this, I do not 
intend to press my third amendment. 
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The following motions were then put and agreed to: — 

That the following proviso he added to the resolution of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur Sai.vid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri. Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanban, namely: — 

“Provided that the members of the Committee appointed by this 
Council are given absolutely the same status and powers as the memliera 
of the Statutory Comniissiou, specially as regards the examination of 
witnesses, and access to confidential papers and documents." 

That the following proviso lie added to the resolution of the Hon’blc 
Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab AH Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari, namely : — 

“ Provided that befoie the Committee appointed by the ('ouncil 
make their repoi-t, they .should submit the same to the Coum il for an 
expression of opinion thereon by this C-ouneil.*’ 


The followiiiK^ motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY to move, by way of amendment, that the 
following? proviso be added, namely : — 

“Provided that it be an instruction to the Committee not to hey^iu 
its labour of assisting? the Statutory ('-oni mission until the I^ocal (lovern- 
ment publishes the memorandum prepared by it tor .submission to the 
Statutory Commission and ibis Council gets an oiipoitunity of exprw^s- 
ing its views on it.” 

The motion of the Ilon’hle Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali 
r^haudhuri, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari, as amended by the Council, 
w^as then put, and a division taken with the following result; — 


AYES. 


Abb«tt, Mr. E. a. 

Afnl, Mauivi tyad Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Katirutfdin. 

Ahmad, Khan Sahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. Altai. 

CaMtllt, Mr. A. 

Chatarji, tha Han'bla Sir Nalini Ranian. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Sahau'ir Mauivi HaAxar 
Rahman, 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Nurul Hur. 

Chaiidhuri, tha Han'hia Nawab Bahadur 
•aiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, af 
Ohanbari. 

Ohaudhury, Mauivi Solam Mawia. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Kharthtd Alam. 

Cahan, Mr. O., a. 

CapiMnBar, Lt^at; w. V. 

Oath, Mr. A. a. 


I Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oowding, Mr. T. W. 

Drummand, Mr. a. S. 

Outl. Mr. Q. t. 

Eddit, Mr. A. MoO. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Fyfa, Mr. a. H. 

Ohaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Shuinavi, AltiadJ tir Abdatharim. 

Oaanha, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Qalran, Mauivi Abdul. 

Cardan, Mr. A. 0. 

Cuba, Mr. F. N. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haqua. Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aiisul. 
Hapfcynt, Mr. W. B. 

HaMin, tha Han*bla Nawab Mutharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 
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HU 4 , Khan ashaaiir Manlvl IhrMUI. 
Hua, Mr. A. K. Pmil-ul. 

Hiuain, Kliaii BAliadur Mauivi tytd 
MMibtil. 

HuMtini Maulvi LaUfat. 

Itmail, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muhammad. 
‘JaniM, Mr. F. E. 

Kamm, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Athraf Ali. 
Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muaaiam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamituddin. 

Khhn, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

LuM. Mr. N. R. 

Maguirt, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tht Hon'blt Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. S. 

Maiumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MeClutfcta, Mr. E. T. 

Millar. Mr. C. C. 

Mittvr, tha Han'bla Sir Fravath Chundar. 
Morgan, Mr. 0. 


Muharji, Mr. i. C. 

Naximuddin, Mr. Kharaja. 

Farratt, Mr. F. 

Frantiaa, tha Han’bla Mr. W. D. R. 
Rahman, Mauivi thamaur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur* 

Ray Ohaudhri, Mr. K. D. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. Bijay Fraaad Singh. 

Saahaa, Mr. F. A. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdua. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdoal Raxak Hajaa Abdaal. 
Shah, Mr. Qholam Haaaain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
of Naahipur. 

Solaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Staplaton, Mr. H. E. 

Thomaa, Mr. H, W. 

Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 


Aeharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shaahi 
Kanta, af Muktagaoha, Mymanaingh. 
Ahamad, Mauivi Aaimuddin. 

Bagahi, Babu Ramaa Chandra. 

Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Babu Pramotha Nath. 
Bannarjaa, Babu ilitandralai. 

Baau, Babu Saai Sakhar. 

Baau, Mr. P. C. 

Baau, Mr. Sarat C. 

Biawat, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Baaa, Babu Bajoy Krishna. 

Baaa, Mr. S. C. 

Baaa, Mr. Subhaa Chandra. 

Chakravartl, Babu Jagindra Chandra. 
Ohakraburtty, Babu 4atindra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Daa Qupta, Dr. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 

Dutt, Babu Sarai Kumar. 

Qanguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 

Ohoaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Ohaah Maulik, Mr. Satyandra Chandra. 
Bupta, Mr. Jagaah Chandra. 


Himataingka, Babu Prabhu Dayal. 

Haqua, Kazi Emdadul. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Lala, Babu Sarada Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Maitra, Srijut Jagandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar Sria Chandra. 
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Cab. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Rav. Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Srijut Radha Qobinda. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. O. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyandra 
Nath. ^ 

Sanyal, Babu Saahindra Narayan, 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

San, Mr. Satiah Chandra. 

San, Srijut Nagandra Nath. 

San Qupta, Mr. <1. M. 


The Ayes hein^ 72 and the Noes 50, the motion was carried. 


Adjoummont 

The Cotuicil was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 11th 
July, 1928, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



PfooMdirigt of tho Bongal Logislativo Couneil anomblMl un^ tho 
provisiom of tho Covommont of India Aot 

Thb Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta 
on Wednesday, the 11th July, 1928, at 8 p.m. 


Present : 

The Hon’ble the Presideut (Raja Manm\th\ Nath Ray CHArDHiiRi, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’hle Members of (lie Executive 
Council, the two Hou’ble Ministei-s and 12!^ nominated and elected 
members. 


Starred Questions 
(to which oral answers were given). 

Bhairab Schemes. 

25. Srijut NACENORA NATH SEN: Will the Ilon'lde Member in 
charge of the Depaitment of Irrijfution be pleased to lav a statement 
on the table showing? the lespective sta^rtv^ the following schemes have 
reached, namely: — 

(i) the excavation of the Hhairuh river near Alaipur in the Khulna 
district ; 

(u) the (‘analisation of the Rhairuh river in the Jessore and the 
Nadia district.'^; 

(lii) the dredging of the dried up portion^ of the source of tho 
following rivers : — 

(1) the Bhairal), 

(2) the Eobadak, 

(.3) the Batna, 

(4) the Ichamati, 

(5) the Juuina^ and 

(ir) the excavation of the khal below' the Satkhira subdivisional 
town in the Khulna district P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Niwab Bahadur Salyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
uf Ohanhari): The reply is in a statement which is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply of starred question 25. 

(i) The project has been approved by Government and awaits 
fund. 

iii) The scheme for the improvement of the Bhairab in the Jessore 
district has been sent to the Collector of Jessore for taking 
action under the Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement 
Act VI of 1920. 

The project in the Nadia district is under preparation. 

(iii) (1) The scheme for dredging the reache^^ above the Afra Khal 
is under the consideration of (Government. 

(2) The scheme is the same as that mentioned in the second 
j)ortion of iii) above. 

('*{) The scheme has been sent to the (collector of Jessore to 
enquire whether the people to be benefited are willing 
to pay the cost. 

(4) There is no special scheme for the river Ichamati. 

(b) A levised estimate is expected shortly. 

itv) The Survey has been comjdeted. 

Civil Court Buildings in Howrah. 

26. Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) Has the atten> 
tion of the Ilon’ble ^lember in charge of the .ludiclal Department been 
drawn to the condition of the civil (‘ourt buildings in Howrah 

{b) IvS the Hoirble Member aware that the roofs of the main civil 
court buildings and of the Bar Association have been leaking badly 
whenever' there has been a smart shower of rain, for the last 7 or 8 years? 

tc) Is the Tlon’ble Member aware that the attention of the officers 
of the Public Works Department has been drawn year after year to the 
inconvenience of the public due to the leaky condition of the roofs but 
no effective stejrs have been taken to permanently remove these incon- 
veniences y 

{(J) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the verandah of the southern 
block of the criminal court buildings at Howrah although constructed 
only a few years back has been badly leaking every year? 

ie) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Member l>een drawn to the 
letter of the Secretary of the Howrah Bar Association addressed to the 
Public Works Department authorities in Howrah about the damage 
caused to the lK)oks and furniture of the Association by the recent heavy 
rains? 

(/) What action, if any, do the Government intend to take to prevent 
the recurrence of such troubles and inconveniences in the future P 
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MEMBER in citarge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tlio Honlilo 
Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo): (a) No. 

(6) No complaint was received about the main civil court building. 
A complaint was received hy the local Public. Works Department oflicei’a 
in June, 1928, regarding the roof of the Bar Association room and the 
roof is under repairs. 

(r) The roof of the main court building was covered with an asphalt 
roofing in 1924 and no complaint has been received. The same covering 
is now being applied to the roof of the Bar Association room. 

id) The verandah was re-terraced in 192()-27 and no complaints have 
since been received by the Public Works Department. 

(c) A complaint was received from the Bar Association on 15th June 
and prcjinpt action was taken by local Public Works Department officers. 

(f) The member is referred to answer to (c). 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: Is the lion ble Member 
aware that a complaint was made to the local l*ublic Works Department 
about the leakage of the roof of the civil c(»urt buildings, us far back 
as 1924 P 

The HonWe Mft W. D. R. PRENTICE: Presumably, as in reply to 
(c), I have stated that the root of the main court building was covered 
with an a^phalt loofing in that year. 


Unstarred Question 

(answer to which was laid on the table). 

Distress in Murshidabad. 

32. MaharaJ Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANOY: Will the Hon'hle 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue ])e j)iea^ed to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(0 the number of people affected by famine in the distriet of 
Murshidabad ; 

[ti) the total area affected; 

details of the relief work that has l>een undertaken by the 
Government; and 

{ir) the amount spent up to date by the Government on famine 
relief operations P 

MEMBER in etiargo of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (ttio HonnMo 
Sir Ntlini Ranjan Chotarji): (?) The population of the affected area is 
about 1,29,000.' 
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(it) About 880 square miles. 

(lit) and (ir) Details of the relief work are not immediately avail- 
able. 

The amounts spent are as follows : — 

Rs. 

Advances to District Board for Test Relief works ... 74,000 

Land Improvement and Agricultural Loans ... 1,14,240 

Gratuitous Relief ... ... ... 4,000 

Maharaja Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: Is the Hon’ble Mem. 
her aware that distress is still a<‘ute in some parts o‘f the district? 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: There is distress 
in some parts but it is not so acute as it was. 

MaharaJ Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: If so, will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to make further grants? 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: That will depend 
U])ou the recommendations of the local ohicers. 


Point of Order. 

Mr. 8. Cl B08E: On a point of information, may we know if this 
meeting is going to deal with official business or non-official business? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Thi>» day was given by His Excellency the 
Governor for the discussitui of the ad.journment motion, and also to 
transact such other business as was not finished yesterday. ^ 

Mr.8.C.B08E: On a point of order. Sir may I draw your attention 
to a circular letter sent to the members of this Council on the 81st May 
last, definitely stating that the sole business of this! session, which 
is to last two days, will be the discussion of the Government business 
regarding the Simon Commission? I rise to a iwint of order and ask 
if the adjournment motion can be proceeded with. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. It is up to His Excellency the Governor to extend 
the time. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE • May we enquire if you have decided 
to expunge that portion of the speech of our leader, Mr. Sen Ghipta, 
delivei'ed yesterday? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That you wil! know subsequently. 

Mr. SUSHAS CHANDRA BOSE: When may we exi>ect tu know 
that? 

Mfa PRESIDENT: If you will call at the oliice after a few days, you 
will be able to obtain that information. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May 1 know under which 
rule you are authorised to expunge any portion of n member’s speech F 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou will find that in my order, if I (piote any 
rule at all. 

RaiHARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Are we not entitled to know 
that now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I ntay tell you that I have not passed any written 
order yet, and I think it is not reasonable on your part to ask for any 
information with regard to an order until it is ai'tually passed. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 am not imiuiiing for 
any information. My point is this : under which rule uie you authorised 
to expunge any portion of a speech of any member? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have already told you that 1 am not imdined 
to answer that (juestion at present; when I pass a written order to 
expunge the objectionable jiortioii of the speech referred to, it will lie 
shown to you if you will call at the office. 

Mr. S. C. BOSE: May I call the attention of the ('hair to rule 105 
of the Rules of Business and Standing Orders c»f this Council? The 
rule says ; “ The Secretary shall also cause to be prepared a full re[M)rt 
of the prweedings of the Council at each of its meetings, and publish 
it as soon as pi-acticable.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have I not already decided that that matter is 
not under discussion now? 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Do we take it that you have not 
passed any orders yet? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have licit paiuied any written order yet. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: If we do not go to your office, shall we not know 
your order? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 
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Motion for Adjoirnimant of tho Business of the Coimoil. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I rise to move a motion 
for the adjournment of the business of the Council for the purpose of 
discussing? a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
serious situation that has arisen out of the inadequacy of steps taken 
by the (Government for relief of the people of some districts in Bengal 
distressed by famine. 

Sir, after the heat arising out the controversy regarding the Simon 
Commission is over, I am bringing in the motion for the consideration 
of the hon’ble members of this House, a motion which is above all 
controversy, a motion for which even* section of the House is in entire 
sympathy for it is a common danger affecting the Hindus and Muham- 
madans in an eciual degree. No politics can cloud its clear issues, no 
communal (luestion can delay its immediate decision. Sir, the agonies 
of the afflicted peo])le starving for months together, with no food to 
satisfy their hunger, with no water to quench their thirst, with no 
shelter to protect them from heat and cold, sun and rain, crying in 
utter helplessness, with death staring them in their very face have 
actuated me to bring this motion before this House. My words fail 
to de.scribe in detail the mi.serable condition of the.se unfortunate 
persons. But 1 can assure my hon’ble friends that what I say here is 
truth, based on actual facts and there is no exaggeration or mis.state- 
meiit. T have actually .Neen the conditions of these people in the 
villages, emiuired in detail about them and I shall fail in duty towards 
God, humanity and my constituency if I do not lay before the House 
all these facts, and appeal to the hon'ble members to extend their 
helping hand. 

Mft 8i Ct B08E: Gn a point of order. Sir. Is not the men^ber 
entitled to the undivided attention of the Chair? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: How do you come to that conclusion that he is 
not receiving it? It is not your businesis to make a suggestion like 
that. I may, however, tell you that I was listening to the speech while 
giving some instructions to the Secretary. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Then you must be a superman. 

Mr. PRC8I0EMT: Onler. order. 

Mr. 8. G. B08E: I rise to protest against the observations of the 
Chair. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I may tell you most emphatically that it is not 
ywir business to remind me of my duty. Will you please sit down? 

Mr. S. C. BOSE: I rise on n point of order and my point is this : 
Is not a member who is addi-essing the House entitled to the undivided 
attention of the Chair? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order, and 1 rule you out 
of order. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: 1 think you are already 
aware that famine of a very acute type is prevailing in niuny districts 
of Bengal, Hz., Bankura, Dinujpur, Murshidabad, Birhluim, Khulna, 
Malda and Burdwaii, due to failure of crops. As 1 ‘epn‘sentatives of 
different famine-stricken districts they haive been intimately uc(|iiainted 
with the facts and figures of their respective distiicts. There has been 
considerable agitation in the newspapers, apt'eals for help ba\e appealed 
in the press, photographs of famine-stricken persons have been pub- 
lished. And many philanthropic organisations are trying their bed to 
give relief to the jieople. The net work of congresN committees all 
over Bengal are doing their best and the Provincial Congiess Com- 
mittee; the Kamkrishna Mission are leiidering valuable services. 
Althougli tliey aie trying tlieir best to sa>e the lives of the people 
land I here take this opportunity to convey my thanks as well as the 
thanks of my ('(illeagues foi the selfless woik of the organisers and 
members of tliese philanthropic and beiievrdent institution.-.^, still the 
relief ineasuies are absolutely insufficient for the great task before us. 

But for this situation 1. cannot help feeling ileep resentment an<l 
disappointment at the unrea'-onahle attitude which the (Government has 
so far taken. I cannot presume what may he the motive behind of 
minimising the effect of famine, except vanity and the desirp for 
boasting of the excellence and superiority of the British character of 
administration with which we are too familiar. 

Speaking of my native district of Bankura I may say this that so 
far back a.^ October, 1927, when we caiuld find indications of the futuie 
distress of the people due to failure of <*rops for want of rains, we tried 
to draw the attention of the (Government to the serious situation. I 
met Mr. Symons, the then Collector of Bankura, and he frankly trdd 
me that he would tr>' to do his l>est, and we agreed that in this matter 
officials and non-officials and congressmen should work together. At 
that time Babu Anadiranjan Bose, the Sadar Subdivisional Officer of 
Bankura was present. And although the District Magistrate was con- 
xinced of the gravity of the situation, and I myself with my own eyes 
saw the serioueness of the situation, the said Subdivisional Officer, 
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Babu Anadiranjan Bose, simply laughed, and by way of minimising 
the situation exclaimed ** Famine in Sadar subdivision I’ \ Since then 
this particular officer exercised his evil influence and tried to prevent 
the Government from taking necessary steps. I reported this matter 
to Mr. Hart, the present District Magistrate, and I here openly lay my 
charges against Babu Anadiranjan Bose for having neglected his 
duties as an officer of the Government to allay the distress of the 
famine-stricken people of Bankura Sadar subdivision. And I further 
ask Members of the Executive Council as also the Chief Secretary to 
take a particular note of this, and to arrange for an immediate transfer 
of this Deputy Magistrate. 

In December last 1 put many questions in this Council. I beg to 
invite the attention of my honoumble colleagues to the inac*curate and 
evasive replies which the Government gave on that occasion. In those 
replies we find no mention of Sadar subdivision, although in 7 thanas, 
namely, Barjora, Gangajalghati, Meghia, Chatna, Saltora, Raipur and 
Raniband thanas of the Sadar subdivision acute famine conditions are 
prevailing and relief centres have been opened. And there have been 
cases of death fiom starvation. The reply to my questions also con- 
tained inaccurate statements and we (‘an quite see the attempt of the 
Government to minimise its gravity. It is also a curious thing that 
although the District Magistrate in his personal capacity made pathetic 
appeals and admitted the fact of famine and distress, the Government 
communique is evasive and diisappointing. I admit this His Excellency 
the Governor was kind enough to go to Bankura and to see the situation 
of some parts of the district with his own eyes; he went there during 
the summer, at the sacrifice of his health and (oinfort, and I thank 
him for the same. His Ex(‘ellency also attended an informal conference 
in which I think we (*ould convince him of the gravity of the situation 
by facts and figuras. While visiting the famine area he expressed his 
opinion that the scene was heart-rending. The people expected much 
from His Excellency, but we are disappointed to find that 'Nothing 
ultimately came out, I do not know whether this is due to the fact 
that Hvs Excellency found it impossible to break the civilian clique, 
and I may be pennitted to (luote His Excellency’s words : His 
colleagues in the Executive Coumdl were not (*onviiiced that the situa- 
tion was such as to justify the Government in declaring famine.” And 
I am .sorry to point out that these honourable colleagues of His 
Excellency are not to pay for this famine out of their own po<‘kets, 
nor are they to collect this sum for charity from Great Britain, or 
virgin Mayo’s country, but from the revenues of India. May I remind 
those hon’ble gentlemen that there is such a thing as Famine Insurance 
Fund? What is being done with this fund, and for what purpose is 
it maintained? Sir, the situation of the country is really very grave, 
the sufferings of the people are incalculable. In my district alone, 
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^bout 50,000 people are affected, and even if we exclude 48,000 and 
attempt to give relief to only 2,0(K) people with only 4 annas per da>v 
this means 8,000 annas every day, amounting to Rs. 500 per day which 
cmnes up to a figui*e of Rs. 15,000 per mouth, to save only 2,tK)0 people 
out of 50,000. And we hud that on gratuituous relief the (loveruinent 
has spent only Rs. 12,000 up till now in Bankura. The liUiid Improve- 
ment Ivoans, the Agricultural Loans so far granted for relief works aie 
quite insufficient for the purpose, because Ixdh the tw<t subdivisions, 
namely, Sadar and Bishnupur, have been affected. In Bishuupur sul>- 
di vision, Kotalpur, Patrashgarh, Sonaiuukhi, In das, Joyjmre and 
Jayrampur thanas have been affected, and the condition of the people 
is horrible. These poor people have r^old their all — their rattle, their 
utensils, their working tools and instruments such us axes, forks, spades, 
hammers and everything. They are living on Injiled leaves, mowha 
fruits, etc., and getting diarrhceu and other diseases. Before the rains 
they could not get a drop of water to quench their thirst. Thei^ was 
no fodder for their cattle, and although the (Government may take con- 
solation fi’om the fact that rains have set in. and the la))ourers can 
get work now, I say that people have no money to pui*chHse oeeds, 
cattle and instruments. They cannot get sufficient agricultural loans 
from (Government; the Circle Officei*s and the Sadar Subdivisional 
Officers are refusing to gnvht loans to those pei-sons wh(> woubi not 
accept the Union Boards, who would not give votes to the nominees and 
favourites of the (jovernment during the last Local Board election. I 
say all this from iny personal knowledge, and I <aii corrobonite my 
.statement. Thus, although there is rain now, the people are helpless 
in the matter of cultiv'ution. Then what of the old. diseased and dis- 
abled persons as well as <diildren who cannot w'ork? Who will .save 
the lives of these people? And even the labourers who are getting 
w’ork now would be out of employment in September and October, when 
the situation will be worst. Apart from the question of f(X)d, there iw 
the quQ^tion of saving these unfortunate persons from rain and cold, 
as there w no straw’ on their thati'h, and the huts have nearly collapsed. 
The raina would bring in malaria, influenza and these furnished persons 
with no vitality to withstand the attacks of these diseases will fall an 
easy prey. Then, pray, who will supply doctors, medicine and diet to 
these unfortunate persons? So the gravity during the rains is not less 
than what it w^as before, and the work before the Government and the 
public is also very great, if not greater. Then, there is no cloth to 
cover the bodies from shame or cold, so that women cannot come out 
of their huts even for begging or taking doles or for working to save 
their lives. 

I have personal knowledge of these facts, and I can cite numerous 
instances where such women, with their children were star^dng for days 
together when the Congress relief volunteers got infornmtion about 
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them. When the volunteei*s went there with rice to their huts, the 
unfortunate women could not come out, but with faltering voice 
narrated the heart-rending condition, and the volunteers had to leave 
the food and n piece of cloth at the door and came awa 5 ^ Since then, 
they could come out for begging, and I may tell the House that but 
for the appearance of these relief volunteers, the women would have 
died with their children. How far the Government officers have 
neglected their duty can be seen from the facts that death from star- 
vation has actually taken place. All cases have not come to our know- 
ledge, but the case of which I .shall now tell iny hon’ble friends is one 
nbout which I have taken personal care to find out the tnith. Recently 
I had been to the interior of the district and I came to learn that one 
Khiroda Bowrani, of village Nabagram in Kapistha Basin of Ganga- 
jhalghati thana, died of starvation. I took particular care to find out 
w’hether it was a case of death fmm any sort of illness, as it is the 
tendency of the District Officem t(r attribute the cause of death to ill- 
ness, and I can assure the House that she was sufiering from no illness 
•whatsoever, except staivation. In other cases I got information of 
death from staivation from some villages, and on emjuirv I learned 
that although they were staiving for days together, they died of some 
diseases developing out of weakness from istnrvation. So T did not give 
particulars of these cases here. And when these unfortunate country- 
men are dying, do you know what the district authorities of Bankura 
lire doing h They are ])romulgating section 144 orders. .Afr. Hart, the 
Diistrict Magistrate, is pi-osecuting Srijut Kamtil Krishna Ray, late 
t^hninnan, Bankura Municipality, and Secretary, Central Famine 
Belief (^ommittee, of which the District Afagistrnte is the President, 
and was busy arresting the membeis of the public gianting them no 
bail, and the Sadar Subdivisional Officer, Babu .\na(liranjan Bose, of 
UJharmanair fame, is issuing section 144 orders against Srijut Gobinda 
l^rasad Sinha, President of the District Congress Committee. Both 
"Srijut Kamal Krishna Roy and Gohinda Prasad Sinha are the lif^ and 
soul of relief work, and Kamal Babu’s piosecution would practically 
-stop the relief work in Bankura. He is saving the lives of thousands 
of thftse lamine-strickeii people by his selfless ilevotion and work. 
Famine relief work, it seems to me, is no part of the duties of these 
officers. I shall not take up any more of your valuable time in ti-ying 
io convince you of the urgency of the matter. Naturally T have told 
much of my own district. I do not w^ant to take much of your time 
•although I had many thingK to say. as the other members of this House 
must have an opportunity of saying something about their own 


[The member at this stage having reached the time limit was 
permitted bv the HonTde the President to take another minute to 
conclude his apeech.l 
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All districts are equally affected and I urge uj»cn the (lov'erninent 
to declare famine immediately in Dinajpur, Murshidabad, Birbhum, 
Burdwan, Nadia, Khulna, Malda and some other districts. If they do 
not perform their duty now, they will he guilty before God ami humanity 
and will much more effectively undermine the foundation of this 
Oovemment than even the Swarajists can think of. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: 1 represent the district of 
Khulna of the Presidency Division and, T think, I would be failing 
in my duty if I did not place facts and figures, so far as my <listrict 
is concerned, before the House for their information. It is well known 
that in 1S97 tlic then Collector Mr. A’luceut (afterwards Sir William 
A'incenC wrote a treatise on Khulna district in which he described the 
Sadar subdivision of that district as a “ permanent famine area.” 
Although the Hon’ble Member in <*haige yesterday did not admit 
that there was scarcity in this particular portion of the district, I 
appeal to Mr. Sachse to say whether Mr. Vincent did not refer to 
certain portions of the district as jiernianent famine area. Gover- 
ment is not stiaightforward to <le«dare that there is famine in aiiN 
portion of the district ot Khulna. When Khulna sulbyied terribly 
from the last famine, my own countryman, our distinguislted patriot, 
Sir Prafulla Chandra Roy, opened a relief fund, and through his 
energy and tactfulness a serious famine was averted. 1 should 
Htjite here that we are also grateful to some philanthropic' gentlemen 
of Bombay and some mill-owners who gave iis Ks. d lakhs in cash and 
al)out Rs. 6,(100 in kind. 

Since the great cyclone (•! 1919 this portion of the distiict has been 
in a very serious distress and famine due to flood and successive failure 
of crops and gross apathy of Government in failing to dredge the 
upper reaches of the Bhairab, the Betua, the Ichamati and the Matha- 
bhanga rivei-s ot the Khulna district. Because of the paucity of sweet 
water, the intake ot tlie salt water is so great that no cultivation is 
possible without the aid of rains, and therefore the people have l>een 
in terrible distress and famine. 

Like Mr. (9iatteijee I have no complaint against the local officers. 
On the 29th December, 1927, the Subdi visional Officer of Satkhira 
wrote to tlie Collector after personal inspection of the locality that 
conditions w'ere very acute and that Rs. 40,0(K1 as agricultural loans, 
Rs. 20, (XK) as Land Improvement loans and Rs. 10,000 as gratuitous 
relief were absolutely nec'essarj'. The Odlecdor of Khulna was satisfied 
that the figures were correct and that the state of things was as 
depicted by the Subdivi.sional Officer, and in the middle of January 
the Collector .sent in his report to Governinent. J’hereafter the present 
Divisional Commissioner, Mr. Sachse, iient to the locality personally 
and satisfied himself that the conditions were as stated by the Subdivb 
sional Officer. He had a talk with the Vice-Chairman of our District 
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Board and made it clear to him that Government were willing to 
combat famine conditions, but unfoitunately very little action had 
been taken ; the measures taken by (jovernment are entirely inade- 
quate. I appeal to Mr. Sachse to tell the House what he saw with his 
own eyes. 

I may also tell the House that on the 2nd July last at a meeting 
the Collector himself declared that an area of 180 square miles was 
affected and about 90,000 people were in acute distress and 1,000 
people on the verge of staiwation. These are not my words, but they 
were the words used by tlie Collector, Mr. Quinton, at a meeting con- 
vened by himself to devise means for dealing with the famine condi- 
tions in Khulna, 

d-dO p.m. 

All thanks to Mr. Quinton : Now the conditions being such that steps 
taken by Government have been ver>' inadequate to meet the situation. 
Ninety thousand people are famine-stricken and 1,000 are on the verge 
of starvation. What is 4,000 rupees which has been advanced for 
gratuitous relief? 

Some complaints have been made with regard to the method and 
manner in which loans have been given. These loans were given at 
a time vvlien sowing season had not commenced. By the time the 
sowing season commenced, the people had already expended it by food 
grains so that at the present moment the cultivators have neither food 
grains nor any seed to sow. In my part of the country sowing season 
continues up till September. If Government do not do anything now, 
people are sure to die. Some people have alreiuly begun to die, though 
statistics are not yet available. I a(‘cus(‘ the Government that, as 
Khulna is a liver di.strict and as it is inundated with saline water 
which interferes with the growth of crops, of being culpable negligent 
in taking proper steps. Government’s negligence has been heinous 
because the inundation is prevent ible. Government have not trierf to 
raise their little finger to lielp. I, therefore, suggest — we have sug- 
gested it times without number — that unless Government takes action 
to reidaim the upper reaches of the river there is no hope of changing 
the ever-continuing famine conditions in this part of the country. 
Last year there was no rain and, in addition to famine, there w'as an 
aeute scarcity of water. Consequently, there was heavy death roll due 
to cholera and other epidemic diseases. These facts may be verified 
by Government. 

I must confine myself to my district and I want to take this oppor- 
tunity of thanking the members of the Khulna Seva Sanga inaugurated 
by Swami Pi-onadananda for rendering yeoman's services during th© 
famine of 1921 and ever since then. In this connection, I must also 
say that the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee sent a deputation 
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consisting of Babu Shyam Sunder Cbakravarti and Pundit Taranath 
Vedantobagis to enquire into the conditions and they have satisfied 
themselves as to the famine conditions prevailing in Khulna. Cases 
of distress are also appearing in the newspapers daily but Oovern- 
ment is adamantine. 

I earnestly appeal to tfie Hon’ble Member in charge and also to 
His Excellency the Oovernor not to leave any stone unturned to fight 
the situation. Sir, some remedial measures should be taken in hand 
so that distress may be cured permanently. I hope His Excellency 
w’ill visit the upper reaches of the Jellanghi and of the Bhagindhi 
rivers. I also appeal to the Irrigation SecretaiT and the Private 
Secretary to His Excellency the Governor to induce His Excellency 
to visit the upper reaches of the Matabhanga also in order that some 
measures might be adopted. In the name of this Council I again 
appeal to His Excellency not to let things drift. 

MaharaJ Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: Sir. I am glad we 
liave been offered an opportunity to discuss this mutter of great 
urgency. Though famines are no longer extraordinary in this country, 
yet the,\’ are mattters of moie concern to the j)e()plp than (Nmncil, 
Committees or Commissions. It is a pity that as the genial author 
of “Twenty-one Days in India” remarked about a half a c(‘ntury back 
— “While the Indian villager has to maintain the gloiious phanfas- 
niagoria of an imperial p(di<‘y, while he has to supjaut tlie legions of 
scarlet soldiers, golden chafirasis, powerful politicals and gn^Mi com- 
missions, he must lemairi tlie hunger-stricken, overdriven phantom he 
is.” About 50 yeais after ue still find that famine is the horizoTi of 
the Indian villager, insufficient food is the foreground. 

This is not the occasion on wliicli we need go into the (‘uuscs result- 
ing in famine which have become things oi (lie past in the West, 
recurring in India with the periodicity of climatic changes. What 
we are concerned with is the serums situation that confronts us to-day 
and of which the Hou^e has got an idea from the blue pamphlet which 
was distributed in the Council lobby yesterday. 

To a question put by me the Hon’ble Sir Nalini Ranjan Chatarji 
has given the reply to-dav that the population in the affeided area in 
the district, whi<*h I have the honour to represent, is about 129,000, 
and what has been the amount spent to mitigate their sufferingH and 
make it possible for them to weather the squall that has overtaken 
them? The amount spent in gratuitous relief is Rs. 4,000 while the 
loans given for land improvement and agidculture amount to 
Rs. 1,14,240, i.e., not even a rupee per head of the population in the 
affected area, this is sufficient to convince our captious critics that the 
Government help has l>een inadequate. Thanks to the watchfulnesa 
of our District Magistrate, Mr. French, the Govenunent were made 
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aware of the serious situation early and advances were made to the 
District Board for test i-elief work. But we all know that the rate 
at which the workers are paid is inadequate and besides those who can 
come to work in these centres, there are others — the old, the infirm, the 
invalid, ihe child, and the middle class — who cannot come to these 
centres and who prefer death to the disluuioiir to such manual labour. 

I admit, Sir, that in comparison with the severity of distress in 
some of the sister districts the acuteness of destitution in the district 
of Murshidabad has been less, but in certain parts of the Kandi and 
Jan^Mpur subdivisions it is as bad as in any other district. It has not 
been possible to offer any help in one prdice-station Farrukka. 

The 7ains have yet set in and precdous time for ajjricultural opera- 
tion is bein^ lost for want of seeds, cattle and ploiiph. Dire distress 
has compelled the a^riculuiral populaiion in parts of the district to 
sell off their cattle and plou^^hs. This has added to the disiuptive 
tendencies of a iiiral population already in a state of decay and dis- 
intre^ration. 

What is wanted is ample help and that without further delay. 

1 shall be betrayin^^: the trust imposed on me by my electors i^ I 
do not implore the (Government on theii’ behalf to fill full the mouth 
ot famine and thus save Irom disaster the bold peasantry which as 
(Goldsmith said in his inimitable way “ When ome destroyed can 
never be supplied.” 

The people of my district re^rret that indisposition precluded the 
possibility of His Excellency the (Governor payinj? a visit to Murshida- 
bad or he would have seen the distressinjr sjiectacle of a people in the 
j^rip of famine. A Relief Committee has already Iteen formed and 
doin^^ very useful work. It deserves encourajrement and help from the 
Government and co-operation from Government officials. 

I apain implore the Government to take necessary- steps to mitigate 
the sufferings of the people and thereby discharjfe the duties qf a 
civilised administration and earn the jrratitude of the ^?overned. 

Babu flOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Sir, I am 
jfrateful to you for the opjMutunity that has been g-iven to us to-day to 
discuss this matter of very urgent importance. The members of this 
House are already aware of the intensity of the distress prevailing to-day 
in eight districts in Bengal. From the figures given in answer to 
(juet^tions asked yesterday it would be found that altogether 12 lakhs of 
pe(»ple have been affected and were in the utmost distress, and we also 
have a statement of the amounts that have been sanctioned by the 
Government to meet the situation. The point I should like to impress 
upon the Council is that the Government have failed to discharge the 
duty which was expected of them having regard to the allegations made 
about intense suffering of the people. I will try to show from the 
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answers given how inadequately the Ooveriinient have dealt with this 
matter. I invite your attention to the an-^wei t4) the question No. 18 ( 2 ) 
put by Mr. Ahmad. The answer merely referred to the Oovernment 
communique of 2l8t May, 1928, and I am surprised to find that answers 
like those given to Mr. Xasiruddin Ahamad’s ({uestions should have 
been given by the Member in charge. That communiciue did not show 
w^hat steps the Government had taken to alleviate the sufferings of the 
people in the province. Anyhow the figures that ha\e been given show* 
that the Government have sanctioned loans for Rs. J,5d,2()0 for Land 
Improvement Loan, Rs. 87,901 for Agricultural Loan and Rs. 88,000 
for relief w’ork altogether amounting to Rs. 14,47,201. Rut during 
which time do you think that all these amounts have been sanctioned*' 
From the wdnter of 1927 till July, 1928, to meet the situation of eight 
districts where about 12 lakhs of people are affected. I should like to 
ask the Hon’ble Member to (‘onsider whether this sum is sufficient for 
the purpose for which it is intended. 

You have heard about th- condition of things in Rankura. Khulna 
and of Murshidabad and 1 w'ill now give you Mime of the facts from my 
own district, particularly with regard to the subdivision of Ralurghat. 
In answer to question No. 28 we have been told that l.oO.OOO people 
are affected in the Baluighat subdivision and tliat the (lovernment 
have sanctioned Rs. 2,fi7,(K)l for Agricultural T.oan and a sum of 
Rs. 1,70,892 was disbursed up to 28tli June, 1928. This Idan wliich is 
being ad\anced is totally insuffbo'ent to meet the needs of (he people. 
lhi^^ loan is being given at (I.l per cent. re])ayable in two e(|iial instal- 
ments, the first in February, 1980, and the ne.xt in FIJI. These 
advances aie not money actually spent, but are n*coverable within the 
space of three years and they arc* given on propet -(.cmity of (|o» bind. 

The question that now ari.ses is what excuse could there be on the 
part of the (toverninerit for not giving sufficient loan as required by 
the people for their needs. It is stated that these loans are given to 
the peasants to purchase cattle and seeds and not for maintenance. 
How then are these men to maintuin themselves and their faiiiiliesT It 
is not sufficient to keep their bodies and soul together, and witli the few 
rupees given it is impossible for them to pun hase cattle and seeds and 
carry on cultivation. 1 asik the Government to consider w’hether they 
should not change their policy. 

Reference has been made to the Famine (hide, hut section 41 of this 
Code pi-ovides that liberal donation should he given under the Land 
Improvement and Agricultuie Ixians Act; and if necessarv' should 
continue to be given w'hethe.’ famine is declared or not until normal 
conditions are restored. Now in Balurgbat about 899 square milesi of 
area are affected. The Famine Code pmvides that lil>eral donation 
should be given. The question is whether what has he<*n done (*ould 
lie considered as liberal donation. If lilieral donation bad been given 
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they would not be rereiving such terrible news of staivation. In dealinig 
with this question, I would again refer to certain answers given 
yesterday. We have been told in answer to question No. 23 (7) on the 
previoue day that these allegations of death by starvation have been 
found on enquiry to be far away from truth. In regard to question 
No. 23 (S) the answer was that no cases of death from starvation had 
been reported to the Government. Row could the Government day that 
the allegations are untrue without an enquiry being made? I would 
lefer to the communique in May last and the statement made in 
Forward ” of the 12th May regarding the sale of children by their 
mothers in the subdivision of Balurghat and these have been reported 
as not true. Even after that several ca'‘es of death from starvation 
have been reported not only in “ Forward ” but aho in several Indian 
papers both vernacular and English, and I cannot understand what 
the Government meant by saying that no cases of death had been 
reported to the Government up to now. I may inform the members of 
the House that a local Relief Committee has been formed at Balurghat 
which are going into the villages to make enquiries and they have 
ascertained how' many deaths have oc<’urred in those villages. That 
Committee have published their report wdiich appeared in several papers. 
They found that in 18 villages there had been 29 deaths due to starva- 
tion. There were 2,lGo villages affected and the Enquiry Committee 
visited only 18 and found that there were 29 deaths. From this one 
statement it can eaj4ily be imagined what tlie death-rate from starva- 
tion is. Am I not therefore justified in bringing the charge that 
Government have absolutely failed in the due discharge of their duty 
towards the people? The Government said that they were trying to 
do their best to meet the situation. May I ask, and a'sk seriously, is 
thij« the way in which they are doing their best? There are 2,400 
families which stand in urgent need of agricultural loan. Taking the 
very modest figures, Ks. 100 should be the minimum to be given to a 
family as loan, to enable it to carry on cultivation, purchase cattle pnd 
80 on. The policy follow'ed in my district is that whether a person 
has 25 bighas he is told that he woulch get Rs. 50. As a matter of fact 
they in some cases got Rs. 10 or Rs. 12. My idea is' that in all these 
eight districts the Government .should advance Rs. 80 lakhs or one 
crore, if need lie, to save the people. A large portion of this would be 
recoverable in two or three years. If the Government do not do that 
they would be failing in their duty which is incombent upon them to 
discharge. 

With regard to deaths it is said that .some enquiry was made but 
they were reported to be not true. It seems to me that the Govern- 
ment are trying to suppress the cases of death. I have come across a death 
where a chaukidar reported that the cause of death w&s starvation, but 
this was struck out by the jamadar, his superior officer, and the cause 
of death wa.s put down as malaria. I am showing that a deliberate 
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attempt is being made to suppress deaths from starvation. Is it in conse- 
quence of insti-uctions issued by the Ooverumeut or the local police 
acting in this way on their own initiative!^ I would stnuigly urge 
with all the emphasis that I could command that tTie loan policy of the 
Government should be changed and gratuitfuis relief given on more 
liberal lines. 


Sfijut RADHA COVINDRA RAY: Sir, I rise to suj)port the motion 
of my friend, Sj. Bijay Kumar Chatterjee with a very heavy heart. 
I have been several times to the famine-stricken area in the interior of 
Yishnupur subdivision, — my constituency, — in course of a few months 
and witnessed the condition of the people with my own eyes. What 1 
actually witnessed is ton pitiable to be ade<|uately described in words. 
Thousands of families in the \ lianas of Sonomukhy, Patrashar, Kot(dpur, 
Tndas, Joypore Barjora in the inteiior of Vishnupur and Bankum sub- 
divih^ns have been terribly affected and cannot manage to S 4 TUi-e one 
single full meal a day. The people who are imt in a position to satisfy 
their hunger cannot afl'ord to supply themselves with clothes and 
manage to repair their huts. Famished band of men and women with 
haggard face^ and .'ikeleton figures, having a large number of nude, 
wretched children behind them, gathering round us in villages', where 
we had been in course of our tour in the famine-stricken areas, tell us 
stories of sufferings which you seblom come across in the imaginative 
pictures cd any novelist or a poet. They are pathetic from beginning 
to end. Hunjger has distorted everything in the lives of human beings: 
Husbands selling their wives, mothers selling their <diildren, honest 
lalxiur turning burglars and thieves, all sorts of pathetic and painful 
>itories you will hear in the famine-stricken areas from the people, who 
are experiencing what faniim is. Sir, I recpiest my fellow councillors 
not for a moment to think that I am giving them exaggerated pictures, 
ill order to draw out sympathy from them. X<»t the least. Reality is 
greater than any exaggeration I can make. 

The question that is most urgent for the councillors us also for the 
Government to know and discuss is: Why this comlition!' Why this 
terrible sufferings of the people!^ What is the reason of these constant 
and recurring visitations of famine in the once pro?lperou8 villages of 
Bengal ? 

This is the most important question — more important than the 
question of forming a committee to assist the Statutory Commission, 
more important than the function of laying the foundation stone of 
our liegi.slative Council buildings, more important than the question 
of gatbering evidences to supply materials to the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee of Lord Birkenhead which is coming here to draft out a political 
constitution for India and Bengal, more important than any social, 
relijpfious or iftoral probleme that are disturbing the minds of the leader^ 
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of Bengal. Why this condition? Why the sons of these once fertile 
lands of Bengal — Bengal which had been full of water, full of fruits, 
ever rich with abundant burden of crops — are really in need of a 
handful of ri(!e to satisfy their hunger once in the coui-se of day? 
Failure of crops, you will at once urge, is the root reason. Failure of 
crops also will urge (jovernnient officials from the opposite 
group. I .-.ay nr), an emphatic no. I have gone into the 
probleTn very carefully. I have caiefully ‘-urveyed the conditions 
of the people of my district and I have scrutinisingly analysed the 
agricultural, industrial and irrigation problems of my di.s*trict, especially 
ol i!iy subdivision, and I ha\e been convinced of a truth, which I do 
think it my duty clearly to speak out in the floor of this Council 
Charnh.er for the illumination of (lovernment, if not for the elected 
Indian Uicnibers, majority of whom, I am suie, have realised the same 
truth by studying the problems of their respective districtM. Sir, if 
Me go on putting the (piestion “ why ” deeper and deeper enough we 
shall come to the inevitable (‘onclusion, for the grasping of which by 
this dialectic pivicedure, T have the least chance of ever being rewarded 
by our mastios here Hewaid or punisliment I caie very little. Tiiitb 
must be told in the ])ro^pective hope tliat truth \vill ultimately .«ave 
itself. Sir these constant failure of crops in the district is due to the 
silting up of the numerous big tanks which in ])rc*British da>s u.sed to 
irrigate large areas. The.se lake-like tanks were the works of tiie Mulla 
Rajas of Vishnupiir. The people in their extreme poverty vould not 
even think of re-excavating them and the (rovernnient also paid no 
attention to the matter. Being thus at the sole meicy oC the vagaries 
of the monsoon, the district had come to bec.mie .a land of famine. 
Bankura had been under the benign rule of the Vishnupur Mulla Raja.s 
before the advent ot the Vai.shya Rajii of England. Mulla Rajas 
though poM’erful had never been sufli(‘iently rich becaui^^^ they had not 
extensive kingdom. But what did they do for the improvement of their 
/amindary? The present mighty Government (‘an very well take a 
leaf out of their book in order to save the people of Bankura fiom ’the 
terrible disaster of famine for all time to come. If you travel round 
the interior of Vishnupur subdivision you will find large number of 
tanks, specially dug out for the purpose of irrigation. Some of these 
tanks irrigated 4,(KK) highus of lands. There are plenty of such, not 
one, tM’o or tlnee. I have consulted expert Engineers and they have 
told me that the excavation ol such tanks during the present days will 
(ost more than a lakh of rupees. These tanks were excavated by private 
individuals of the villages. There is noM* not a swingle individual, 
residing habitually in the di>trict, u'ho can afford to dig out one such 
tank. Theise tanks have all been silted up and the question of re- 
ex(‘avatiiig them is beyond the dream of the peaple. Owing to the 
existence of these tanks, failure of (‘rops had been pi*actically unknown 
in Bankura. During the days of Mulla Kings — petty aamindara in 



W28.1 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


201 


oainparison with the mighty British Raj— these thiagji had been 
possible, but now it has' bec'oine a thing not even to l)e dreamt of. 
Agriculture without irrigatioii in lands which depends^ upon favourable 
monsoon is inipf)ssible. Want of irrigation then becolne^ the cause of 
the famine. Why do not the people irrigate, you may ask. Because 
The people are extiemely pooi. Why they are ])oo! ^ Because of the 
exploitation of the people by the British Raj. 

The cottage industries ot \ ishnujtur are now in rtiins. The silk 
industry of Vishnupur subdivision had once been veiy proNj>erous. The 
brass utensils, iron materials, copper-made things. <‘onch-shell articles 
and many other small cottage industries, which stipplied bread to lakhs 
of people are now in ruin'-. Thanks to the swadeshi agitation the conch- 
shell industry has been revived since. But nil the other industries are 
gradually dying out. The silk cloth and cotton cloth industries in the 
distric't of Bankura are about to disappear. The weavers who form the 
bulk of the population of my subdivision are now redm*ed to extreme 
pioverty. A weaver who used to earn Rs. 2 ])ei diem by working in his 
loom for eight hours is now getting only five annas. The work of a 
si’lk weaver is always supplemented by the labour of the female 
inmates of the housf‘. Thus this five annas is the earning of a family. 
If there be a lakh of weavers in the district their bread problem bectmies 
a very pertinent (piestion to Molve. We are daily getting infoiination 
that the weavers are b'uving their hearths and homes in search of 
(Kcupation elsewhere. Wliat oc’ciipation they can get!^ They arc* being 
reduced to (‘oolies in Assam tc*a j>lantalions cu* in the jute milb. Six 
years ago they wei'e prosperous- but now they are beggars. I have* c alled 
the attention of the Icwal (lovernment oltic'ials and given them detailed 
accounts of the sad lot of these pecor ]>eoyilc but they have not cl me 
anything. I have tried to investigate the real cause of the gradual 
ruin of the silk industry, and I have been told that the impoHation of 
artificial silk is the cause of the di.saster. Tlie brass metal industrieH 
are also in a slow" proc*ess of death. Agriculture is not a prospective 
occupation. The agric'ulturist- ot Bankuju are piMverhially poor. Suc-h 
being the noriiial condition of the people of my district, it is no wonder 
that the partial failure of the crops w'ill lead to ruin and disaster. 
Over and above this economic disa^ter there is the terrible sc'ouruge of 
malaria. Almost every niemlier in every house of the villages in the 
interior of Vishnupur subdivision suffers from c'hronic malaria. 
Extreme pictures of liver and spleen, — the pathetic figures whicli you 
might have seen in the advertisement pages of Mr. V. M. Bagehi*H 
Almanack, — you will come across by lots in the interior of Kotolpur 
and Indas thanas. The terrible sufferings of these pe<»ple, if properly 
I'ecorded, will be an explanatory eommentary of the benefits of the 
British rule. Sir, this year tlie complete failure of crops in the interior 
of Vishnupur and Bankura '•ubdivi^iolJ^ has eaused severe disaster and 
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the iiojjjial famine eondition has been infinitely aggravated. The 
Oovernnjent ofiieials who care only for the favour of their superior 
officers draw out reports which their ma«ters would like. These officers, 
whose high salaries cannot make them happy and contended, had the 
audacity to declare the condition of the people who are really starving — 
easy. The famine, according to them, is the condition when the people 
will be actually starving for days together. His Excellency visited 
two relief centres in the sulidivision of Vishnupur and witnessed the 
conditions of the people vith his own eyes. He told us that he had 
been mr)ved with what he saw\ In the conference, however, he 
announced a grant of Rs. 1,(KX) only to give gratuitous relief to the 
famine-stricken people of Bankura. The people were completely dis- 
illusioned. They expected that when His Excellency was coming down 
from the height of Daijeeliiig in the extremely hot weather, he would 
certainly do something really substantial to mitigate the sufferings of 
the ])eople. The money that was spent for his coming down from 
Darjeeling, could have very well been spent in relief work. The 
DisK;rici Magistrate of Bankura, w'ho is the president of the Bankura 
Uentral Relief Committee, is always anxious to minimise the sufferings 
^)f the people. Babu Kamal Krishna Roy, a prominent Congress w'orker, 
IS the Secretary of the Central Relief (’ommittee. He has been touring 
round various placeh) collecting funds for relieviirg the distressed people. 
This selfless gentleman has been served with a notice under section 117, 
Indian JVnal Code, for the alleged offence of exciting the Hindus of 
Bankura to diM>hey '•ection 144, which Mr. Hart promulgated in the 
town of Bankura. Relief work is now' being neglected. Instead of 
-opening new centres, the list of reci])ients are daily being cuHailed 
without sufficient consideration. Sir, in making these observations I 
have confined myself entirely to the condition'- of the people of my 
-district, specially to my subdivision, about whom I have first-hand 
information. I ask the tiovernment to take note of all these facts and 
make immediate provision for relieving distress of the people. It 
loyal duty to remind the Government that the situation is extremely 
seriout'^. Unless s(»me practical steps be taken to remove the actual 
cause of the permanent distress, the people might be driven to take 
recourse to steps which we really shudder to think. My friend, Mr. 
Chatterjee, has given complete details about the famine. I can give 
out details equally pathetic from my actual experience. Sir, I shall 
not intrude upon the members’ valuable time any more by repeating 
factti of similar nature. With these words I support the motion of my 
friend Mr. Chatterjee. 

Mr. F. A. 8ACH8E: I am glad that the member for Khulna has 
returned to hii seat in time to hear the explanation he directly asked 
for. He referred in his question yesterday and again in his speech 
to-day to Mr. Vincent’s report of 1897. He said that a certain area 
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in Khulna was described by Mr. Vincent as a pennaneivt famine area. 
When I saw the question I got the original report from my office and 

I could not find that expression anywhere in the i-eport. I must 

admit, however, that the whole tenor of the I'eport supports the theory 
that there is a certain area in Khulna which is, and must always 
be, liable to famine. I also find that Mr. Vincent gave the very same 
reasons for this state of affaii*a which are now given -U) years later by 
the much-abused local officeis. Mr. Vincent reported that “owing to 
the reclamation of new lands and their protection by embankments, tlie 
aalt-laden tides were coming further up than in the i)ast. In the 
absence of sufficient rain to wash away the salt, jmddy (ould not 

grow.” That is exactly the state of affairs that lui.s caused difficult> 

this year. Ijast year there was not sufficient rainfall in .lune to wash 
away the isalt. It is true, of course, that the D'hamati and other rivers 
which flow out of the Ganges are carrying less fresh water than they 
used to do, but this is not a new phenomenon, it was also reported by 
Mr. Vincent 30 years ago. T do not think that it is the main cause 
of the disappointing harvests. The main reason is that there has been 
80 much land embanked and reclaimed out of the forest that there are 
not sufficient spill areas for the tides to spread over in the southern 
parts of the district. 

What the remedy is, it is extremely difficult to .say. I have dealt 
recently with the Khulna Settlement Re})orl and I have read Sir 
William Willcock’s lecture and I have also read tlm Irjiguti(»n Depart- 
ment’s reply to that lecture. Everybody knows that at one time the 
Ganges came down the Ilhagirathi to the Hooghly; then the main 
stream flowed through the Bhairab and then through the Matabhangu. 
Eventually it joined the Megna and now flows past (’handpur to the 
sea. As the result of this gradual march eastwards, practically all the 
rivers of Khulna and Jessore have dried up to some extent. I he 
Irrigation Department could keep them <*lear at (crtain points as an 
experiment. But I fail to see how such a step would really help those 
lands in Khulna which lie below the j)resent level of the surrounding 
rivers. At every high tide I found the water at least 2 feet higher 
than the paddy land. That was in May after a prolonged drought. 
One can imagine what must be the condition in September and October 
when the crops are growing. These lands can only be cultivated if 
the embankments are maintained. That is not the duty of Govern- 
ment, but of the zaniindars and the tenants. Why the tenants cannot 
do it, I can never understand. These eml>ankment*s are not very high, 
and if 20 or 100 men collected with kodalis for n few days in each 
cold weather they could easily do it. The whole problem is a difficult 
one, and Government cannot be blamed for not being able to improve 
or change the course of nature. The whole fault lies in the fact that 
there is not a sufficient land to supply the needs of the agricultural 
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population, and people have started cultivation in places which are not 
yet fit for it. I visited Assasuiii when famine was going on there in 
1921 and I visited it again this year in May. The position then was. 
very much Letter than in 1921. In this year I found — (A voice: 
Plenty of milk and hshh) I do not know about milk and fish — thdt 
there was no sign of physical emaciation among the women and 
children w'anting food. The village where conditions were said to be 
the worst of all was Ealagati. 1 wais taken there by the President of 
the Union Board. Almost all the houses to which I was taken con- 
tained only women or immature youths. In one particular case there 
were four widow^s, whose hu.sbands had either died of cholera or had 
gone uw’ay to the forests; they were living in a village where they had 
no other I'.ource of living than cultivation, they had no men to work 
for them and could not afford to employ labourers for cultivation; so 
there w’as nothing else before them but famine even in a good year. 

The member for Khulna declared that Mr. Nandy made a report in 
February, and that (lovernment had taken no acdion on it at all. The 
exact sum asked for in Fel>ruary has been given by rTOvernment. and 
it was given in June; it is Rs. o4,r)(H). It was not given before, because 
the people would have spent the money ])efore the fields were jeady for 
jiloughing and agricultural operations. 

I had a long talk with the Uhairman of the District Board and 
tried to persuade him to keep a sum of Rs. 14,000 earmarked in his. 
budget for petty grants t(» the Union Boards. I said that Union 
Boards were a new thing and it was not absolutely necessary for them 
to ha^v money for local roads and petty impi*ovement)S, if the money 
was urgently needed for more important things. lie replied that this 
would be a vciy unpopular measure and he did not recommend it. I 
was justified, therefore, in thinking that at that time the, members of 
the District Board did not regard the position as veiy grave. I do not 
think that in this c(mntry of Bengal, which is ahvays green and 
proi>perous, there can be a real famine unless you have a failure of 
rain for two years. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Do you admit that Bengal 
was a green and smiling countiT? 

Mr. F. A. SACH8E: Yes, Bengal is a green and smiling country. 
There can l>e no real famine unless there is a failure of rain for two 
years running. Who knows what i.s going to happen this year? You 
have already had a lot (»f rain, the paddy seedlings may rot with too 
much water, and we may have another had harvest. Would it be wise 
for (Toverument to draw’ upon their Famine Reserve Fund? It is only 
12 lakhs of rupees, and we must pre-erve that fund for future emer- 
gencies. 
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One member suggested that Government might pav out a whole 
cxore of i^pees to the people of the uffec-ted districts; I d<.ubt very 
much If this sum could l>e repaid in one or two veaix ft is not the 
policy of Government to imrease the indehteiiness of the people. 
Money spent on maintenance ,*annot be repaid easily. Therefore the 
policy of the loc^l officers has been to make the fullest iiKpiirv before 
any money is granted. In the case of Khulna, we did not ask‘ for anv 
money until a late date, because we thought that in the (»thei districts 
which had been reporting difficulties much earlier, all the money axail- 
able was wanted more urgently. I may sav that there aie now in 
Khulna five special officers looking aftei the distressed areas thes are 
actually distributing loans and making empiiriec^ regarding those who 
want loans as to how much land they possess, l,ow many cattle what 
they would do with the money it they got ,t. The augmentat i.m’ grant 
of the District Board of Khulna has been imueased by Its. and 

Government will see that it does not be<-ome bankrupt. ' 1 found in one 
of the Khulna village^ an old Brahmin gentleman digging his own tank 
and he was paying his labourers 4 annas a day: he hail to stop woik 
bef‘aiise he had no more money; T gaNe him enough money ii-om the 
(h>mmissioner\s grant to enable him to finish the work. You will find 
many people in Bengal taking advantage of famine conditions in the 
country to have their own work done, and they are paying their 
labourei-s even less than Government pav for test works. 


Mfllllvi KADER BAKSHs 1 do not give any jiicture i»*garding the 
condition of the famine area in my district, as this has been done bv 
my friend on the other side of the House, The (juestion belore the 
House is whether Government has taken any ^^teps to ascertain the truth 
or otheiwise of the situation prevailing in the whole juovince, anrl 
whether Government has taken all steps, whiidi they are bound to, to 
relieve the distress of the peojde. T did aj>proach Government ami 
many gentlemen, including some members pn'sent in this (’hamber, 
and they all said they wanted a report from the District (Officer, and 
were not willing to act upon our suggestions alone. I told them if 
they did not believe what I had seen with my own eyes, they could 
go themselves t-o the locality and empnie into the conditions prevailing 
there. I told Mr. Sachse this in March, and he replied that he had 
deputed certain officers specially to meet the emergencies of the situa- 
tion. He did not agree to go there personally as he said he had other 
important work to do. T descriWd the (‘onditions in the affected area 
to him, and if Government took precautionary measures in time, there 
would not have been such disa.stroiis consequences now. At the middle 
of February I requested Government to grant agricultural loans and 
distribute the same before the end of April, but now they say that 
about Rs. 2,06,000 was granted by way of agricultural loanj^ for Balur- 
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ghat' subdivkion, but only Rs. 1,70,001) had been distributed up to the 
‘lOth June last. ^\Tiy has not the balance been distributed^ even by 
*i0th June and why was it not distributed earlier? 

Yesterday Sir Nalini Ranjan told us that the season was not yet 
over; I can assure you that he has never been in the mufassal, he does 
not know the condition or the living of the people, I have been in 
the affected area, and I know the conditions perfectly; the season will 
be over by the 15th of Sravan, which is near, and it will be too late 
for any relief to be given now. If any of the local officers be present — 
and I was told that they had come to Calcutta, and are present in the 
gallery 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y oil must not refer to anybody in the gallery. 

Maulvi KADER BAK8H: All right. My advice to him would be 
to place before the (loveinment the actual state of things so that Gov- 
ernment might be in a position to deal with the situation better. My 
advice to him would be not to minimise the situation, but to represent 
facts. I may tell you that the local offi(‘ers try to minimise the situa- 
tion; had this not been done, the situation which has arisen in Dinajpur 
would not have occurred. I can assure you, Sir, that only 110 per cent, 
of the needy })eople — this is the official figure — have got relief; though 
a loan of Ri^. 5^,00,000 has been granted, another Rs. 5 lakhs will be 
required within the next 10 days if you want to save the lives of 5,000 
jieople coming for gratuituous relief every day. 

4-00 p.m. 

Several different associations have been started in the district and 500 
people come daily for relief to the (h)ngress centres. I can tell you, 
and I am supported in my statement by authority, that 10,000 will be 
coming within the next 10 days for relief to the various centres. The 
gravity of the situation cannot be described, but can be seen with ohe’s 
own eyes. My suggestion would be, and I am supported by the local 
officers, that Rs. 5 lakhs more will be required if you want to save the 
people from death by starvation. I can tell you that more officers will 
be required to distribute this loan if granted. People have already 
sold away their children, their wives, cattle and everything they had. 
Government give a dole of Rs. 50 in some cases, and in others Rs. 5 
or Rs'. 10, in some cases Rs. JO. Is this sufficient at all? If a man 
has to puirhase his cattle for cultivation, he must require Rs, 50 or 
Rs. 60 for that alone. He has to maintain that from Sravan to 
Agrahayan, that is 5 inonthrs at least at the rate of Rs. 4 a mouth, that 
is Rs. 20. He requires Rs. 10 for the purchase of seed, and Rs. 90 for 
the purpose of cultivation and to keep him alive during the period of 
cultivation. In some cases only Rs. 10 has been granted, which is no 
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good. Afj 8ugg^stiou is that pressure should be brought to beur upou. 
Governiuent to make further grants in all the afi'erted areas thixmghout 
the province as promptly as possible. They say there is no famine in 
Bengal ; I may tell you that they have never been in touch with the 
public. We supplied food to the whole of Jlindu.sthun right up to 
Karachi, and we never begged for help, but nou we have to work like 
coolies and depend on othei-s. What steps have Government taken foi 
DinajpurP Thej’’ have done nothing; it has to depend on the rainfall 
for cultivation; there is no system of irrigation. To meet this extra- 
ordinary and emergent situation, Government must suspend all ordinary 
work, and fulfil their paramount duty to the people by taking all 
necessary steps to save their lives. 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: As coming from one of tlu* 
famine-stricken districts, the district of Birbhum, I too have a comiilaint 
against the Government in the matter of the non-declaration of famine. 
Considering the fact that the number of deaths is not less than 1200 per 
week in the area of Balurghat alone, (‘onsidering that the pojiulation 
affected by famine amount to 12 lakhs, and considering that the people 
have clearly been reduced to the dire necessity of living upon the boiled 
leaves of trees, we humble, ordinary people not familiar with the high 
mysteiies of politics fail to see \Nhicli occult reason of Stale might have 
jirevented Government from making an open declaiation of famine. 
But I forget that there is one consideration which might have weighed 
with the Government. If once famine is declared Governmenl will be 
bound, by the provisions of their own Famine (^mIc, to undertake the 
whole work of relief, and naturally that is a burden which they shrink 
from undertaking in discharging the high resjxuisibility of their 
trusteeship. I cannot deny that Government has done something, and 
also that .some Government officers — not all, by no meanl^ all— have 
devoted themselves heaid and soul in certain paiis to the task of coping 
with famine relief. T shall give one illustration to the Ibiuse. In one 
district agricultural loan operations <’ommenced in Dei'ember and 
January when the rabi sowing sea.son was just commencing, but unfor- 
tunately there was only one Tioan Officer entrusted witli the iluly of 
distribution. T suggested to the Distrh't Magistnite that if the pimple 
were allowed to approach the Loan Offi<*er direct through the bwal 
relief committee, it would facilitate matters a great deal, but this was 
not to be. The usual routine of circumlocation has been followed ; the 
people had to apply to the Cinde Offieei, the Circle Office? goes to the 
Subdivisional Officer, the Subdivisional Officer to the District Magis- 
trate, and the District Magistrate to the T.oan Office?, and then the 
whole process has to be reversed, the Tioaii Officer to the District Magis- 
trate, the District Magistnite to the Subdivisional Officer, the Rulwlivi- 
sional Officer io the Circle Officer, and the Circle Officer to the 
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appli(^aiit ; and by the time this intermediate proce* of correspondence 
had finished, the rabi sowinj^ season was over. A very similar thing 
is happening now also. At present there is no dearth of p|Bcers, in 
fact there are plenty of them, and yet operations are being hampered 
by thii^ stupid red-tapeism of the Government machinery. There are 
some unnecessary mles; under the first i-ule in scmie cases a loan of 
Re. I \)er head is given, in some cases Rs. 2 per head; the next rule 
is that a loan of R(^. 2o is given under certain conditions, and the third 
rule is that people holding lo or 20 bighas of land are not entitled to 
any loan at all. Does the Government suppose that people holding 15 
or 20 bighas are not in want I' I w'ould suggest that these rules be 
relaxed or steps be taken io abrogate these stupid provisions. There 
is no risk in that, because the Loan Officers are subject to the supervi- 
sion of their superior officers; suapend the operationr* of these stupid 
provisions and increase indefinitely tlie amount placed at the disposal 
of the district authoiities for gratuitous relief. At present the amount 
iis Rs. 12,000 to Rs. 14,000 in eaidi district ; that is the maximum. That 
is nothing; it should be increased to at least Rs. 2 lakhs per district. 

Mr. Sachse must be frightened at the prospect of the grant of a 
crore of rupees, but after all the money will not come out of his pocket, 
or mine, or even from the imaginary pocket of the Government; it will 
come fi*om the peojde and I am (juite sure this House will sanction the 
grant. (Lovd cheers.) 

Sir, I have spoken of the defects of the Goveinment, but there is 
another matter to which I am bound to refei', and that is the apathy 
on the paH of the zamindars. If Government has its duty to the 
pe(jple, so also the zamindars of Bengal have their duty to their 
tenants. And how are the zamindais of Bengal behaving in this year 
of famine and distress? They are still drawing one crore of lujiees as 
rent from their unfortunate tenants; they aie still going on with their 
rent suits, and they are still taking the most drastic steps for ^the 
execution of their rent decrees. I tell the zamindars of Bengal that 
they are this year on their trial, and theij future existence as a class 
will depend upon how they behave themselves in the present ordeal, 
and how they come out of that ordeal. If they do not rise to the 
height of the occasion, I may tell them they will have to pay a heavy 
reckoning when the day of judgment comes, as come it will, and sooner 
than they expecd. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: I move that the (|ue.stion be now' put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Dus Gupta, I think we can get on with this 
motion right up to 5 p.m., so you can move your motion about that 
time. 
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IQm MMUkir Mftulvt EKRAMUL HUQ: One of tke Swawgifct 

m^bew on the other side of the House thanked His Excellency for 
the kind interest he has taken in the famine-stricken people of our 
cOttntry. Murshidabad was also awaiting the opiwrtunity of showing 
the distressed condition of the people there. 

My friend said that it was the civilian clique that was responsible for 
the distress of the people. I think he would have been more true if he 
had said that our country civilians were mainly responsible, because 
they come into contact with the people of the country, ami it was their 
duty to speak to their superiors and tell them that the .situation was 
very grave. They could tell those who had the power to remedy things, 
that they were doing the gravest wrong to the ])eople of the country by 
not attending to the distress of the people. Unfortunately, Sir, Bengali 
<»fficers see things at times through the eyes of their superiors, and if 
their superiors think that they do not like to be told about unpleasant 
things, they keep ([uiet 

(At this stage there was bmd speaking amongst the members, and 
the President called the House to absolute silence.) 

On several occasions 1 have had the privilege of informing the 
Hou.se that the situation of Murshidabad also was very grave. I had 
the honour also of moving a substantive resolution to the effect that a 
substantial amount of several lakhs ought to be granted for relieving 
distress of the people of Murshidabad, but unb>rtunHtely that resolution 
could not come up for discussion. I have also brought the fact of the 
distress to the notice of the authorities, ami also in personal conversa- 
tions have been able to arouse their sympathy. I may say that 
Mr. Sachse took steps to iniiumise the sufferings of the people, hut I can 
assure you that the services rendered by tliese people and also by (govern- 
ment have not been at all sufficient. Not only in the subdivision named 
by my friend Maharaj Kumar, but also in the Lalbagh subdivision, for 
instance, in thaua Nabagram and Sagradighi as well as in the Sadai 
subdivision, the di.stress is acute. I may assure (Government through 
Mr. Sachse that they will be doing a grave injustice to the people of 
the Sadar subdivision, if they do not extend their help to the people 
there. There the Bhadai crops have also failed, not because that they 
have not grown them, but because they had no immey to weed out the 
crops. 

4-45 p.m. 

The only remedy that lies with the Government is to immediately 
grant relief to the distre.ssed people. Whenever the Rubdivisional 
Officers and others grant faknri loan they will generally ask for the 
production of a security but nobody in the villages will bind himself 
for another, with the result that the man in distress who has property, 
is not in a position to get the necessary loan. I know that in many 

14 
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cases these people have been offered Rs, 5 or Rs. 10; bnt, Sir, may I 
ask if this paltry amount is sufficient for them? These officers must 
have very strange ideas about the needs of their countrymen. They 
are mostly our own countrymen who get fat salaries and are fattening 
on them, but they do not feel for the sufferings of the poor peasants. 
Sir, the peasants may well say in the words of the poet Hafiz: — 

Shab-i-tareek beem-a mauj-o-gardab-ft choneen hael ; 

Koja danund hali ma subuk saran & sahil hfi. 

Those persons who have not suffered are not expected to know the 
sufferings of the dumb millions. It is necessary that Government 
should immediately relieve the distress df the people in the areas 
affected. The granting of loans in the shape of the t^kavi loan is to my 
mind the only possible remedy. 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I have been asked 
why has not famine been declared. The reason is that the present 
scarcity affects several scattered districts and within these districts 
only particular localities are affected — even eveiy village within the 
locality is not equally affected. 

Relief is, therefore, best provided by what are known in the Famine 
Code as village works, small works carried out by official agency 
appointed by the District Officer. When famine is declared the Public 
Works or the Irrigation Departments are called on to open large depart- 
mental relief works. Such a course would not suit the present condi- 
tions of Bengal ; it would not suit the people affected to leave their 
homes to attend large works at a distance ; it would not in the circums- 
tances be economical. 

In the Famine Code it is stated that the system of village works is 
not suited to districts where distress is vei'y severe. 

When distiess is very severe and famine is declared a more rigorous 
system of administration comes into force. For example, the task when 
famine is declared is the ordinary full task which an agricultural 
labourei* performs. The rate of wages for the full task in the case of 
an ablebodied man is one seer of rice or the equivalent in money eleven 
pice w’hen rice is at six seers a rupee. This rate is small but the 
smallness of the rate follow’s from the fact that the obligation of 
Government relates to the saving of life. Under the present system 
(hey are getting more. 

The figures of attendance at test relief works definitely prove that 
there is no case for declaring famine. In Dina j pur the number attend- 
ing test works w’as d,437 tw*o months ago, and is now 349 only. Id 
Murshidabad and Nadia test relief works have been closed as people 
ceased to attend. In Bankura and Birbhum the numbers have fallen 
ropidly. It is only in Malda that the numbers are still considerable 
but have fallen from over 6,000 to half that number. 
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The main question for us to consider is the question of jfiantinf^ 
agricultural loans before the present season is out. Altogether about 
Rs. 10^ lakhs have been allotted to the affected district?'. («t»verniuent 
have granted such amounts as they have been asked for by local otHcers 
from time to time and no demand (I say this deliberately) of the local 
officers has been i-efused. Government have of necessity to ait upon 
the recommendations of the local officers. 

It is said that the amounts paid to agriculturists are inadequate. 
But the adequacy is to l>e determined bv the officer on the spot and the 
Government have to depend upon them. 

Loans have been granted by the ro-i>peratiYe Banks on an exteiiMve 
scale. I may mention only two districts of whiidi 1 have inf(»rmation. 
In Birbhum and Burdwan the Co-o})erative Banks have lent about a 
lakh and half each, but it has been represented that in the juesent year 
it is difficult to get money from mahajans in some parts of the counliy, 
and that it is apprehended that a large quantity of lands may be left 
uncultivated for want of agricultural loans. AVe accordingly asked the 
officers in the affected districtN to report whether there is such apprehen- 
sion of lands being left uncultivated for want of agricultural loans — the 
area of such lands, and the amount which might be reijuired. \Ve have 
received reports from three districts, two say no money is reiiuired and 
that no land w'ill be left uncultivated for want of loan; and one, Dinaj- 
pur, says loans are leiiuired — a pretty large amount, and we have 
sanctioned it already in addition to what has been sanctioned before. 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTi: May 1 ask for 

information as to what amount has been sanctioned on the report of the 
local officers of DinajpurF 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: We were asked 
for Rs. d lakhs and that has been granted. We are expecting reports 
from other districts veiy ^oon, and Government will consider the question 
as soon as the rejxu'ts are recerved. 

No doubt such loans would be uncIcsh for agricultural jiurposes when 
the season passes away. But it has not yet passed, and we hope to get 
the reports very soon and then Government wdll do as much as available 
funds will permit. 

Government do not wdsh to minimise the gravity of the situatioii, 
and will favourably consider lecomiiiendations of the local officers and 
do as much as Government can. 

As regards the allegation of death from starvation, suicide, sale of 
children and wives. Government have got no repoK from the local 
officers. A question war put yesterday inquiring whether the Govern- 
ment took any notice of new.spaper reports and to-day Babu Jogindra 
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Chandra Chakravarti aiked if there were no reports how could inquiries 
be made. I wish he had only read the answer which I then read out. 
I stated in the answer that “ there have, however, been allegations of 
such occurrences, which on inquiries were found not to be true.” These 
allegations evidently referred to newspaper reports. The newspaper 
reports have not been ignored. The local officers of their own accord 
and under direction from Government made inquiries with reference 
to the alleged cases rejmrted in the newspapei’s, and submitted reports 
from time to time. 

Mfi H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We wish to know if the Hon’ble 
Member can account for the death (‘erlificates that have been tampered 
wdth. It was stated that a death certificate was cut out, and another 
one substituted in its place. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: I want +o impress upon the Hon’ble 
Member that the'^e cases have been investigated and several of them by 
my own self. J challenge the Government that if taken to a court I 
w*ill prove that a gocal many of them are absolutely true because I have 
personally investigated these cases. 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARill: We have got a 
communication tiom the District Magistrate and it is this: 

“ Arif chaukidar has noted in his handb{K)k for deaths that a man in 
his mahalla has died of starvation but on being ciuestioned he said that 
the man died of fever and he could not say w'hy the dafadar had wTitten 
‘death by stai vation.’ I have examined the dafadar and have recorded 
his statement. He said that he did not write the handbook of the 
chaukidar and the chaukidar had made false statements. I am inquir- 
ing into the matter and shall report later on. 

As no report has yet been received after intjuiry, I am unable to sfay 
anything further on this point. 

The reports which \vere received with regard to sales of children and 
deaths, etc., were accompanied in some cases with statements of local 
persons including members of Union Boards, Presidents of Union 
Boards, members of relief committees and relations of the deceased. 
The statements in original together with translations thereof were sent 
up to Government and I will read a few extract.s from them to show 
the nature of the reports. As regards the alleged sale of a child with 
reference to which a facsimile appeared in the “ Forward ” I have here 
the report of local officers from which I would read a passage and the 
statements of ao^ue of the persons examined. “ I have recorded the 
statements of all the 12 i>ersons, except of Suku Mandal who is too old 
to come out and whose son Inkatulla Mandal stated that he did not 
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hifi ns 1116 nor his consent to do so And nisde a IocaI ini|uii*y. 
Thus Khsiradi Mandal said: “ Naru’s son Azi has married the second 
daughter of Jaiganbi Bewa. He gave five rupees. Nazu has no house 
of his own; he lives in Samirs house. Bhola Urao Sardar one day came 
with a piece of paper. I can’t read or write.’* 

5 p.m. 

I would now place before the Hou>e another report regarding 
deaths from starvation. The Collector of Dinajpur wrote on the 11th 
June, 1928, as follows : 

“ I enclose herewith the statements of the Presidents and members 
of Union Boards and Presidents of Relief Committees. I examined 
myself the persons comerned of 29 Vnions and the Subdivisional 
Officer examined persons concerned of 5 Unions. I exainineil 18 
Presidents of the Union Boards who are also Presidents of the Relief 
Committees and the Subdivisional Officer examined 4 Presidents of 
Union Boards who are also Presidents of Relief Committees. 1 
examined almost all the Presidents of Patnitola and Porsha police- 
stations to the west of Atrai which is the worst affected area in the 
whole subdivision. I have asked the Subdivisional Officer to examine 
the Presidents ot the remaining 8 Unions. I .shall foiwurd them to 
you as soon as I get them from him.” 

It will appear from the statements recorded that there is only one 
case of Union XI of Patnitola whi<‘h has not been iiKjuired into. All 
other cases have been toiind either to be fal.se or grossly exaggerated. 
I would read some of the statements which were reiorded 

(Here the Hon’ble Member was stopped by motion for closure.) 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: I use to a point <d onler. I beg to move 
that the question be now jiut, as there is very little time left. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Ipiestion before the House is that the (jues- 
tion be now put. But liefoie I put this motion to the vote, 1 should 
like to say that the provisions of se<'tion 4fi of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Rules and Standing Order.s, which require that u mc)tion for 
closure must be carried by a tw*o-thirds majority seem to lie in conflict 
with the provisions of section 72 B of the Government of India 
Act which require that all questions must he carried by a majority 
of votes of memliers present in the House. L nder section 72 D (b) 
of the same Act the provi.sions of section 4(J of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Rules and Standing Orders must, therefore, be declared ultra 
vires or void to the extent of that repugnancy. So I rule that this 
motion will be carried, or thrown out, as the case may be, by a 
majority of votes of membeis present in the House. 
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On t\ie closure question being put. a division was taken witb tbe 
following result: — 

AYES. 


A«aarjya Chaudliuri, Maharaja Shashi 
Kanta, of Muktasasha, Mymonsififh. 
Afial, Maul Vi tyad Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Asimuddin. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kasiruddin. 

Ahrtisd, Khan Sahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. AlUf. 

Atiquilah, Mr. Sysd Md. 

■afshi, Babu Romos Chandra. 

Bafcih, Mauivi Kadsr. 

Bansrjsa, Or. hramathanath. 

Bansrjss, Babu Fromotha Nath. 

Bunnsrjss, Babu Jitondralal. 

Basu, Mr. F. C. 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. 

Biisfat, Babu tursndra Nath. 

Boss, Babu Bsjoy Krishna. 

Boss, Mr. t. C. 

Boss, Mr. tubhas Chandra. 

ChakravartI, Babu Joflndra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chattsrjss, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Nurul Huq. 

Ohaudhuri, Rai Harsndranath. 

Choudhury, Mauivi Qolam Mawla. 
Choudhury, Mauivi Khorshtd Alam. 

Das Qupta, Or. 4 . M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Outti Babu taral Kumar. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagsndra Nath. 

Ghost, Babu Amarsndra Nath. 

Qltosh Maulik, Mr. Satysndra Chandra. 
Gofran, Mauivi Abdul. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogssh Chandra. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haqus, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aiiiul. 
Himatsingka, Babu Frabhu Ooyal. 

Hoqus, Kaxi Emdadul. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazi-ul. 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Sysd Maqbul. 


Ismail, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muhammad. 
Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kassm, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan, Babu Dsbondra Lai. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali. 
Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muaixam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamixuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Maiti, Babu Mahsndra Nath. 

Moitra, Srijut Jogondra Nath. 

Muksrjaa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. 
Nasksr, Babu Hsm Chandra. 

Nazimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Fal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Rahim, Sir Abd*ur>. 

Rahman, Mauivi Azizur. 

Rahman, Mauivi Shamsur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Raikat, Mr. Frosanna Dab. 

Rauf, Mauivi Sysd Abdur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Srijut Radha Gobinda. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satysnira 
Nath. 

Sanyal, Babu Saohindra Narayan. 

Sarksr, Babu Naliniranjan. 

tattar, Mr. Abdool Razak Hajss Abdool. 

Son, Mr. Satish Chandra. 

Sen, Srijut Nagsndra Nath. 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. 

Shah, Mr. Ghoiam Hossain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupsndra Narayan, 
of Nashipur. 

Solaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

I Siihrawardy, Mr. H. S. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Ml*. £. 0. 

Cattails, Mr. A« 

Chatarji, ths Hon'bit Sir Nalitti Ranjan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hafixar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, ths Hon’bis Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Ohanbari. 

Cohsn, Mr. 0. 4. 

Coppinisr, Lt.-Col. W. V. 

Dash, Mr. A. 4. 

Day, Mr. Q. 6. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. Q. 

Outt, Mr. G. S,'; 

Forrostsr, Mr. 4 . Campbell. 

Qhosa, Mr. M. C. 

Oasnka, Rai Bahadur Badridat. 

Gordon, Mr. A. 0. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. S. 


Hosain, the Hon’bis Nabob Muaharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

4amst, Mr. F. E. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, ths Hon'bis Mr. A. 

MsCluskis, Mr. E. T. 

Mittsr, ths Hon'bis Sir Frovash Chundsr. 
Muksrji, Mr. S. C. 

Nslsan, Mr. W. H. 

Frsntios, ths Hon’bis Mr. W. 0. R. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. Bijay Frasad Singh. 

Saahto, Mr. F. A. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdus. 

Stepiston, Mr. H. E. 

Thomas. Mr. H. W. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 
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The Ayes being 81, and the Noe*^ 3d, the motion for closure was 
Cftiried. 


The motion that the business of the Council l>e adjourned was then 
put and agreed to. 

('At 5-12 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 5-25 p.m.) 


Point of Order. 

KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, may I rise on a point of 
order? The motion that has jusl been carrie<l was that the business 
ot‘ the House be adjourned. My point is that further business (‘an not 
continue now. The motion was not that the House do stand atijourned, 
but that the business of the House be adjourned, and the business of 
the House being adjourned, it (‘annot l»egin again. 



PRESIDENT: I do not agree with you. Mr. Bose. If I 
remember aright, it was de(‘i(le<I at the confereioM^ of Presidents in 
1920 — and I agi-ee with that deidsioii — that it highly illogical 

that when a motion for adjournment to dis(*uss a definite inatttu' (d 
urgent public importance is carried, the (’ouncil itself must be ad- 
journed. So we must take up the next item ot business. 



Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Anothei point of order. Sii. This 
could have been oviated by youi fixing o (iclocK to-day ir»r the adjourn- 
luent motion. 


r. Mr. PRESIDENT: That i> a difTe reiit matter altogether. The 
//adjournment motion, in an\ case, doeN not adjoiiin the ( oiincil, 

11 I now call upon the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur to move liis resolu- 
/ tion, No. 18. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest) 

Oenstitutlon of a Committee to Assist the Statutory Commiseion. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur of Dhanbari: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to 
move that this Council recommends to the Government that the com- 
mittee to assist the Statutoiy Commission shall consist of seven mem- 
bers to be elected by this (’ouncil by means of the single transferable 
vote. 



SIMOK COMMISSION. 


[11th July 


2H 

I will not weary the Council with a long Hpeech on this resolution. 
I have already said that the Commission suggested that our committee 
should consist of 7 members, that being the number of the members 
of the Commission itself. 

The resolution proposed that the committee be elected by means of 
a single transfeinble vote. The reasons for suggesting this method 
are that it is one which is designed to secure a fair representation of 
different communities, and is one with which the members of this 
House are familiar. It is the method by which we elect the members 
of the Committee on Public Accounts. If, however, the Council prefer 
some other method of election, (lovernnient aie ready to accept it. It 
is their earnest hope that the Council will be able to agree in 
selecting their representatives and that the committee which goes to 
represent this Council shall go wuth the unanimous consent of the 
Council. 

With regard to the amendments, I may say at once that Govern* 
raent are opposed to those wdiicli ask that the consideration of the reso- 
lution be postponed, as these amendments practically ask for the 
rejection of the resolution. 

As I have already said, Governmejd would heartily welcome the 
formation of a committee by the general consent of the Council and 
earnestly desire that the committee shall be iruely representative of 
the Council. I think that this is the principle which underlies the 
amendment which stands in the name of Mr. Fazlul Huq, and if so, 
I sympathise with that principle. It is, however, for the Council and 
not for His Excellency the Governor to choose the members of the 
committee and Government cannot therefore accept the amendment, 
as it stands. 

There are two amendments which are intended to fix the porpor- 
tions in which various parties or communities shall be represented on 
the committee. I would remind the Council, and especially the mem?- 
bers pf my own community, that it is unlikely that the members of 
the committee will be (‘ailed upon to v(jte. Their duty will be to 
examine the evidence, written and oral, which is pla(‘ed before them, 
to form their opinion and to endeavour to get those opinions accepted. 
It is therefore a matter of compamtively little importance how many 
members each party or community sends to the committee. It is a 
matter of far greater importaiH*e that the committee shall be repre- 
sentative and that we shall send to the committee the men who are 
best able to perform the important and difficult task entrusted to them. 
The view of Government is that the method suggested in my resolution, 
is likely to secure the best lesult. 

Government would on principle oppose the amendment which 
would prevent the official members from taking part in the election of 
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Hkm committee. Under the constitution «uch members have equal 
i-ifhts with othbr members of the Council, and it would be unconsti- 
tutional to atempt to deprive them of those ri^fhts. We hope that it 
will be possible by the geueial consent to choose the committee without 
voting, but if there must be a ballot, then the official members will 
take part in it. 


5-30 p.m. 

The following motions were called but not moved and therefore 
deemed to be withdrawn : — 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKHERJEE and Babu MANMATHA- 
NATH ROY to move, by way of amendment, that the ('onHiderntioit 
of the resolution be postponed sine die. 


Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: to move, by way of 
amendment, that the consideration of the resolution be adjourned till 
after a general election of the Council on the issues raiseil by the 
resolution. 

If the above motion be not carried, llai Ilarendranath Chaudhuri 
to move, by way (d amendment, that the consideration of the residution 
be adjourned until this Council formulates its scheme of (‘oiisf itutional 
reforms. 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ to move, by way of amendment, that the 
resolution do take the following form : — 

“This Council recommends to the Government that the ^juestion of 
the method of election of the members be settled by His Excellency the^ 
Governor in consultation with, and in accordance with the wishes of, 
the various groups in the Council. “ 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ to move that the resolution do take the- 
following form : — 

“This Council recommends to the Government that the said Com- 
mittee shall consist of seven members to be elected by the representatives 
of the different communities in the Council who are desirous of co- 
operating with the Commission in the following proportion, that is tc^ 
say, 3 by Muhammadans, 3 by non-Muhammadans, excluding Europeans^ 
and 1 by Europeans, provided that if the Swaraj Party refuse to co- 
operate in the election the proportion shall l)e 4 by Muhammadans^ 
3 by non-Muhammadans, excluding Europeans, and 1 by Europeans.'^ 
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SIS 

Mr. SYED MO. ATiQULLAH to move, by way of amendment, that 
for the words ^^to be elected by this Council by means of the eingle 
transferable vote” the following be substituted, namely: — 

^^4 Muhammadans, 2 Hindus and 1 European to be elected by the 
Muhammadan, Hindu and European members of the Council, 
respectively.” 

MiUtvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: I beg to move by way of 
amendment that for the word.s “ by this Council ” the words “ by the 
non-official members of this Council ” be substituted. 

Mr. President, I move this amendment with some hesitation. Sir, 
there are a large number of members on this side of the House who are 
apparently of opinion that we are still in our political nonage and can- 
not therefore be trusted to manage our own affairs without official tute- 
lage. But if’ I have been compelled to bring forward this amendment, 
it is Wause I want to remind the Government that the procedure which 
they propose to follow in the election of the committee is a violation of 
the spirit as well as the letters of Sir John Simon’s assurance to the 
people of this country. The committee, I must remind the House, 
is a creature of the Statutorj" Commission and the Commission itself 
lias indicated the manner of election and compositfi)!! of the committee. 
I deny that the Government has any right to alter the scheme or to 
modify its composition. I shall draw the attention of the House to 
the carefully worded language in which Sir John Simon has expressed 
the intention of the Commission in his letter to His Excellency the 
Viceroy — 

“ We have no wish to dictate the comjiosition of the Indian wing of 
the Conference in more detail, and we should greatly prefer that the 
precise scheme should be reached by agreement between the different 
elements in India concerned. Our main object will be met so long as 
the arrangement is one which secures that the Indian side of the Joii^t 
Conference includes, on appropriate occasions, those who are able to 
f<ppak for the Pnivincial Councils just as the Joint Committee would 
speak for the Central Legislature, and so long as the members represent- 
ing India sitting with us do not amount to an unwieldy number. We 
tissume of course that, just as we ourselves are a liody selected from all 
British pni*ties and both Houses of Parliament, so our Indian counter- 
part would be, so far as may be, truly representative.” 

The Government has gone back upon the assurance of Sir John Simon. 
The procedure they have adopted is not only a breach of faith with the 
Indians but constitutes an act of discourtesy towards this House and 
nn invasion of its privileges which it is opr duty to guard against under 
«11 circumstances. Where is the agreement between the different ele- 
ments in the House which was contemplated by Sir John Simon? “ The 
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pm^ke scheme of election and composition should be reached by agree- 
ment between the different elements in India concerned ** says this 
letter to the \iceroy. Far from any agieemeut the Government have 
not even given the different elements an opportunity to come to an 
sgreement. Before even the members of the diffeient parties could 
come together the fiat had gone forth fn)m Darjeeling that the repre- 
sentatives of the Government would come down to this House with a 
proposal that the iiieml»ers of the committee should Ih? elected by means 
of the single transferable vote. This House should not for one iiKuuent 
lose sight of the implication of this proposal. The Government expects 
to carry the resolution by the votes of the majority, that is, the regimental 
votes of the Government if any one will dare to oppose them. All the 
different elements in this House may not fully agree with the Govern- 
ment. Three-fourths of the non-official members may condemn the pro- 
posal of the Government but that will have no inffuence ui>on the 
Oovernment. I am extremely reluctant and T will be sorry if I am 
understood to ascri})e any motive or sinister design on the i)art of the 
Government. But I cannot conceal from myself the fact that if you 
can credit the G(*vernment with the ordinary degree of intelligence, 
there is no escape from the conclusion that they must have foreseen tliat 
the swaraj party would letire from the contest as soon as the first reso- 
lution was ])as>e(l. You cannot ]>ut conclude that the (iovernment nnist 
have known and had even anticipated that with a House depleted of 
its independent stiongth it would lie j)rostrate at the feet of the Go> em- 
inent and they would be able to bear down all oj)position to their pro- 
posal and elect the committee by the votes of the majority, that i<. of 
themselves. That anticipation has been fulfilled; the Swarajists have 
dropped out ; the coast i^ n(»w clear for the election of a committee which 
will repre.seiit nobody except the bureaucracy. We have kic ked out the 
Swarajists, it is mew the turn (ef the Government to kick out all those 
of the Hou.se who have not yet agreed to become the flunkeys and the foot- 
men of the bureaucracy. I a^^k the House to consider in wliat way if 
committee elected in this manner will — to (juote again the words of 
Sir John Simon — “be truly representative of the different elements in 
the House just as the Commission itself is representative of all the partie?^ 
in British Parliament." Aimmg the Moslems alone there are four 
different groups. The Ministerial group, the (rhuznavi group, the Mos- 
lem party and the Independents. I doubt not that tbe first two success- 
ful parties have proved to the satisfactiem of the Government that many 
of the Independents belong to them. The fate of Ministry’ after Ministry 
should warn the Government that it is this Independent party which is 
the real power in this Council. Will the memWrs of the committee all 
belong to one group* or to all the groups? I doubt not that during the 
next three week.s one or two groups will sufM*eed in convincing His 
Excellency that the victory of yesterday was entirely due to their 
industry and' that they deserve well of the Government. I understand 
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the very names of the members have been settled. They will form a 
committee of the faithful who will faithfully carry out the mandate of 
the Government House, Sir, we have heard a great deal about the 
reactionary proposals which some gentlemen have been carrying to and 
from the Government House and the Secretariat. 

I do not pretend to know what Sir John Simon and his colleagues, 
will think if the Government of Bengal are going to furnish them with 
a packed committee who will reproduce the music of' the Secretariat in 
the manner of a pre-established harmony. 

But if the Government will have any lingering respect for honesty 
and fair play in public life, if they desire to rectify their initial blunder 
in ignoring the recommendation of the Commission to form the com- 
mittee by agreement of the parties, their only course is to accept my 
amendment. 

It gives them an opportunity of escaping from a position which ha-s 
laid them open to the reasonable suspicion of being involved in a con- 
spiracy to W'lest from the Commission a verdict against the people of 
India, It is still open to them to follow’ the pro(‘edure laid dow’n by 
the Commission in some respect. The only honourable course they can 
adopt consistently with that procedure is to leave the voting entirely 
to the non-official members of the House. I am not questioning the 
right of Government members to participate in the ordinary business 
of the House. The Parliament in its wisdom has associated them with 
us for the purpose of ordinary business. I do not question the wisdom 
of the Parliament. I am not inviting you to consider whether that 
association has been helpful to the growth and evolution of responsible 
government in India. I do not raise the question whether by the 
manner in which they had been voting in the past they were not giving 
their moral support to a system of corruption that has invaded the pre- 
cincts of this House and have gone far to stifle public life in this 
province. It will be for the Commission to pronounce a judgment upon 
them. The issues that I have raised are entirely different and hav# 
nothing to do with them. I base my demand for non-participation of 
officials upon the construction of the language and the policy of the 
letter of Sir John Simon. If you read the letter, you will see that this 
committee is to he the Indian side, the Indian wing, of the joint con- 
ference. It is to be the representative of Indian people in the same 
way as the Commission itself is the representative of the English people. 
It is not — and it could not he — the intention of the Commission that 
while it will itself be the agent of the British people, the Indian wing 
of the conference should be elected by another set of agents of the same 
British people,. I ask for a reply from the Government benches : 
Should the committee that is going to he elected be the representative 
of the Government, or should it be the representative of the people of 
Bengal? I ask for a frank reply to my question. If you want a com- 
mittee which will be truly representative of the Government, then by 
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«11 means ask all Government members to vote in the election. There 
Aould be no pretence about it. If on the other hand vou honestly 
•desire that the committee should represent the people, vou have no other 
•option but to follow the example of the Swarajists. I «,« not an optim- 
ist, but I still hope that lietter counsel will sometimes pi'evail with the 
Oovernnient, and they may still persuade themselves to come out of an 
*wkward situation, which their own policy has created. As regards 
those honourable members who are habitually accustomed to ask for 
.guidance from the Secretariat, 1 shall ask them that if they cannot 
always act as patriotic men, they should at least try to act as Indians 
on some occasions. 

Th® Hon’ble Mr, A MARR: The mover of the ainemlmeiit has jfot 
liis lon^ spee(‘h off, hut it ap[>ears that he paid very little attention to 
ivlitit the Hon hie ^a^^ah Ihihadiir said when lie mo\ed the resolution. 
The Nawah Bahadui deaily jiointed out that (Government liuve issued 
no orders whatsoever and have lonie to no com lusion whatsoever on 
this matter. He iurther pointed out that, if the non-otlicial memheis 
of this House meet toj^’ether and select the seven men for this committee. 
Government would not object at all and would accejit the selected 
inemhers. So there will he no interference on the part of (loveinment. 
Hntil that hapjiens, however, the official memhers of this House projiose 
io reserve their ri^rht to vote and J do not see how the House can ask 
them to pive up that ri^'ht. 

The motion of Maulvi Xurul Huq (diaudhuri was then put and lost. 

The motion that this ('ouncil rei’ommends to the (tovernment that 
the committee to assist the Statutory (Commission shall consist of seven 
memhers to he elected hy thi^ (Nmncil hy means of the sin^de tiansierahle 
vote was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I wish to announce that mmii nations for election 
to the committee, about which we have been deliberating-, should he 
sent in by Tue.sday, the LMth July, and I propo.*'e tliut the election he 
held between 2-lo and p.m. on Friday, the ‘Ird Au^^ust. It is 
expected that this day will he one of the <lays id the next se-^sion of the 
Council. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have it in command fiom His Excellency the 
Governor to announce that the Beujfal Legislative (Council stands 
prorogued. 


B. 0. 1,20<>— O. G. dt oibiri. 
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Adlournmtnt motion. 

Famine Relief Operations, 188. 
Regularity to move when there is no 
business for transaction, 144. 

Afra Khaly 184. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kattruddin 

Distress in Bengal, 113. 

Allay, 8. Matiboob, Khan Bahaihir 

Death reference of, 15. 

Almora 

Chaterjee, Jiban Lai, detenu, at, 02. 

Answers 

Correction in printed list, 23. 

Atiqullah, Mr. 8yed Md. 

Firearms licences, 132. 

Attiah Forssts, 117. 

•alitli, Mau«¥i Kadsr 

Adjournment motion regarding famine 
in Dinajpur, 206. 

Bahirghat, distress in, 121. 

•alunliat 

Distress in, 120. 


11th, 192S. 

Bansrjof, Ran|it Kumar, Ootsnu, lats, 

25. 

Bangaii rivtr, 137. 

BanKura 

Distress in, 114. 

Bannorjoo, Babu Jitandralal 

Adjournment motion regarding distreas 
in Birhhtim, 207. 

“ Adjournment of business of the 
Council ” merely meaUH “ adjourn- 
ment of the House,” 140. 

Amendment disallowed, jioints raised 
regarding, 64. 

Statutory (’ommisKion CVmunitto*?, reso- 
lutioii recommending foiniatlon of, 
161. 

Baral river, 23. 

Basu, Mr. Barat C. 

Statutory C^uiimiHsion (’ommittee, 
amendment to postpone formation 
of, 83. 

Bsrhampora 

Medical School at, 46. 

Bftfia rivar, 125, 183. 

Bhairab Sshsmat, 183. 

Birbhum 

DistriWH in, 114. 

Biswas, Babu Burandra Nath 

Das, Kiran Chandra, detenu, 126. 

Sen, Anurup, detenu, late, 

Statutory Commission Committee reso- 
lution recijmmend i ng formation of, 
148. 


Gratis. 
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Bogrt 

Cost of transmission of documents from 
the Pabna record room to, 45. 

District Magistrate of, Ilf, 

Judgeship combined with Pabna, 43. 

Karatoya rirer in, 137. 

Quarters for Additional Sessions Judge 
at, 44. 

Tube- well in Dak Bungalow compound 
at, 131. 

Water-supply scheme for, 131. 

Bom, Mr, 8. C. 

Power of President to summon a 
member to private chamber, 167. 

Bom, Mr. Subhat Chandra 

Hanerjee, Bunjit Kumar, detenu, late, 
26. 

llefusal of permission to see a detenu 
at Yervada Central Prison, Poona, 
50. 

Hupplomentury questions not asked ns 
a protest, 131. 

Brahmanbaria 

Cliittaranjan Jatiya Prtithisthan at, 
139. 

Buildingi 

Civil Court, Howrah, IHJ. 

Burdwan 

Distress in, 144, 

Calcutta 

Juvenile Court in, l.'H. 

Calcutta Police 

Assistant Sub- Inspectors of, 46. 

Homnrks in a criminal appeal ogain.st 
certain offict'rs of, 57. 

Ohairnian, panel of, 16. 

Chakrabarty, Satiih Chandra, detenu, 47. 

Chakravartt, Babu Jogindra Chandra 

Adjournment motion regarding famine 
relief operations at Balurghat, 196. 

Balurghut, distress in, 120. 

Statutory Commission Committee, sup- 
ports amendment to postpone con- 
sideration of resolution, 85. 

Chandana river, 60. 

Chatarji, the Hon’Mo Sir Nalini Ran|an 

Adjournment motion regarding distress, 

210 . 

Dalurgbai, distress in, 121. 


Chatarji, the Hon’blo Sir Nalini Ranjan 

{concld .) — 

Closing of courte and offices of District 
Magistrate of Bogra, 118. 

Distress in Bengal, 114. 

Ghatal, alleged acquisition of certain 
“ Debuttar " lands in, 137. 

Khulna, distress in, 110. 

Khulna, famine area in, 125. 

Murshidabad, distress in, 185. 

ChaterjM, Jiban Lai, dotonu, 62. 

ChatterjM, Srijut BiJay Kumar. 

Adjournment motion regarding famine 
conditions in Bengal, 16, 17. 

Adjournment motion regarding inade* 
quacy of famine relief operations in 
Baiikura, 188, 180. 

Adjournment motion to discuss in* 
adequacy of steps for relief of dis- 
tress, leave obtained, 145. 

Chaudhuri, Nareth Chandra, datanu, 32. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur 

Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, at 

Dhanbari 

Attiuh Forests, control of, 117. 

Baral river, 24. 

Biuiirai) KclieTiieH, 183. 

Chandana and Upper Coomar rivers, 
60 . 

Forest produce, licence fees for, 24. 

Cadghat, Irrigation headquarters at, 
23. 

Irrigation (ancient) of Bengal, 129. 

Karatoya river, ueterioration of, 137. 

llesolution recommending appointment 
of a c-ommittee to assist Statutory 
Commission, 66. 

Statutory Commission Committee, hMr 
to be constituted, 215. 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
resolution reconunending formation 
of, 172, 179. 

Bunder bans Forests, permits to cut fuel 
and golepata m, 19. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Naftiur 

Rahman 

Bogra, cost of transmission of docu- 
ments to, 46. 

Bogra, quarters for Additional Se» 
sions Judge at, 44. 

Bogra, separate Judgeship for, 43. 

Bogra, Tube-well in Dak Bungalow 
compound at, 131. 

Bogra, water-supply scheme for, 131. 

Karatoya river, deterioration of, 137. 
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9liiiNihiiri, Mauivi Nurul Him 

Statutory CkunmiBsioa Oommittoe^ 
election of members of, 218. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Ciliudlitari, Rai Haranilranath 

Irrigation, Sir Willcock’s proposals of, 
130. 

Khulna, distress in, 114. 

New expenditure, proposal for, date 
by which to be communicated to 
Finance Department, 21. 

Statutory CominiBsion Committee, 
amendment for adjournment of 
resolution recommending formation 
of, 80. 

Chaufttiiiri, Ra|a Tankanath 

Death reference of, 15. 

Chittaranjan Jatiya Prathisthan at Brah* 
manbaria, 139. 

Closure 

Two-thirds majority in the Standing 
Order ultra vires of Act, 213, 

Coomar river (upper), 60. 

Coppinger, U.*Col. W. V. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Dacca 

Ministerial staff of civil c-ourts of, 37. 

Das, Jatindranath, detenu, 61. 

Das, Kiran Chandra, detenu, 126. 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Closure motion, 206, 213. 

Dash, Mr. A. J. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Datta, BalHi Akhil Chandra 

Ilrahmanbaria Chittaranjan Jatiya 
Prathisthan, 139. 

Datta, Bhupendra Kumar, detenu, 129. 
Death Certifloats 

Alleged tampering with, 212. 

Detenu<s) 

Ranjit Kumar Banerjee, late, 25. 
Allowances after release, 128. 

Cost of living at Visagapatam, 133. 
Restrictions on certain released, 22. 

Oinsipur 

Distress in, 114. i 

Distress in Balnrghat subdivision, 

120 . 

Distrait in BshbaI, 113. 

Ohritiiiid^ 169, 181, 214. 


Edipsss 

Rule as regards closing courts and 
offic y f ^ 38. 

Chandawi and Upper Cot)mar rivers, 
60. 

High English School for Girls at, U9. 

Ftrearms 

Lit'onct's for, 132. 

Forssts 

Lia'tue ftH>N for forest pro<Iuct*, 24. 

Fyfe, Mr. J. H. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Qadghat. 

Irrigation head(iuarU>rH at, 22, 

Gallery 

Rcferonce to, 2(K>. 

Ganguly, Bsbu Khagsndra Nath 

Howrah Civil Court buildings, 1B4. 

Ghatsi. 

“ Dehuttar ” lands in Maiisa Konna- 
gar,, alleged aefiuisition of, 136. 
Irrigation headquarters at Qadghat, 
propoNuI for removal to, 22. 

Ghose, BalHi Amarsndra Nath 

Aj'hnrya, Honie.sli (’handra, ddtonu, 

127. 

Attiah Forests, <‘oiiirol of, 117. 
DetemjK, allowance afU*r release of, 

128. 

Mnkharji, Kiran Chandra, di^tcmi, liW. 
Nonkhali, teh'graphic communication 
M'ith the Saiidwip Island, 32. 
Ghuznavi, AlhadJ Sir Abdslksrlm 
Statutory (/oniinission, rosoliition re- 
commend iiig formation of a Com- 
mittee to assist, 01. 

Gordon, Mr. A. D. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Govomor 

Rc>fliH'tions on conduct of, 166. 
fip€»eche» casting reflection on, 78. 

Grand Trunk Canal, 129. 

Guhs, Mr. P. N. 

Grand Trunk Canal, 129. 

GupU, Mr. dsfsah Oligmiri 

Pakrasi, Satish Cbaodra, State 
prisoner, 48. 

Sen, Narendra Nath, detenu, 57. 
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HaiiiM, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aaiiui 

Irrigation policy, 130. 

Statutory Commiasion Committee, 
resolution recommen(lill||^ formation 
of, 104, 146, 

High Engliah gohool for girls at Farid- 

pur, 119. 

Himatsingka, Babu Frabhu Doyal 

.Banerjee, llanjit Kumar, detenu, late, 
26. 

Chaudhuri, Nareah Cliandra, detenu, 
32. 

Detenu, restrictions on certain releas- 
ed, 22. 

Hindu Mahatabha 

lloforonce to, 171. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. 8. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Hoeain, tha Hon’bla Nawab Musharruf, 

Khan Bahadur 

Faridpur English School for girls, 119. 

Sub-Inspwtor of Schools, 119. 

Howrah 

Civil Court buildings in, 184. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul 

Adjournment motion n'garding famine 
in Murshidabad, 209. 

Statutory Commission Committee, re- 
solution recommending formation of, 
101 . 

Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul 

Statutory Cfoinmission Cknnmittee, re- 
solution lecorameudiug forniutioii 

of, 171. 

Hussain, Mauivi, Latafat 

Statutory Commission ('oiumitU'e, re- 
solution recommending formation 

of, 160. 

lohamati rivar, 183. 

Irrigation, 129. 

jamN, Mr. F. E. 

Juvenile Court iq Calcutta, 134. 

Jfoaoro 

Bhairab river, 183. 

JiBima rivor, 183. 

diivanilo Court in Caioutta, 134. 

Karatoya rivor, 137. 


Kaatm, Mauivi Abul 

Statutory Commission Committee, re- 
solution recommending formation of. 
154. 

KaU Khali rivor, 137. 

Khan, Babu Dobondra Lai 

Gadghat, Irrigation headquarters at, 

22 . 

Khan, Mauivi Tamizuddin 

CbuJidana and Upi)er Coomar rivers, 
60. 

Faridpur English School for Girls, 
119. 

Local Boards, proposal for abolition of, 

a'}. 

Sessions cases, Jury Verdict in, 65. 

Sub-Inspectors of St^hools, 119. 

Typists and copyists of courts, 35. 

Water-hyacinth, 108. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mauivi Md. Enhad Ali, 

Khan Bahadur 

Death reference of, 15. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Aahraf Ali 

Cliairimin, nominated, 10. 

Khulna 

Hhairal) schemes, 183. 

Ditsress in, 110, 114. 

Fuiimie area in, 125. 

Injunc tions to prevent sacrifice of cows 
during Bakr-ld, 30. 

Rural water-supply scheme, 20. 

Kobadak river, 12", 18(1. 

Local Boards 

Proposal for abolition of, 35. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Statutory Commission Committee, reso- 
lution recommending formation of, 
159. 

Maiti, Babu Mahendra Nath 

Ghatal, alleged acc|uisition of certain 
debuttar ” lands in, 136. 

Malda 

Distress in, 114. 

Marr, the Hon'ble Mr. A. 

NoakhaH, telegraphiq cojmmunioation 
with the island of Sandwip, 32. 

Statutory Commission Committee, how 
to be constituted, 221. 

Statutory Commission Committee, reso- 
lution recommending formation of, 
179. 
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Martin, Mr. 0. 8. 

IShw^orn in, 13. 

MittiaMuinga 

Silting up of, 125. 

Mizumilar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath 

Statutory CommiRsion Committee, reso- 
lution recommending formation of, 
99. 

Mambart 

Attendance of, 13, 107, 188. 

Present, 13. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Mianwali Jail 

Das, Jatindrunath, deUmu, in, 61. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra 

Death reference of, 14. 

Mittar, tha Hon’bla Sir Provash Chundar 

Uerhampore Medical School, 46. 
Bogra, tube-well at, 131. 

Bogrn, water-supply scheme fpr, 132. 
Khulna rural waU»r-supj)ly scheme, 20. 
Local Boards, proposal for abolition 
of, 35. 

Murshidabad, water-scarcity in, 49. 
Water-hyacinth, lOH. 

Moitra, Srijut Jogandra Nath 

Baral river, 23. 

Irrigation (ancient) of B<'ngal, 129. 
Statutory C'onimi.sHion ComiuitU’e, 
resolution recommending formation 
of, 95. 

Motion for adjournmant 

What liap{KU)s, if carrunl, 215. 

Mukharji, Dhirandranath, datantf, 46. 
Mukharji, Kiran Chandra, datanu, 133. 

Mukharjaa, Srifut Taraknath 

Statutory Commission romniittee, 
opposing resolution recrommending 
formation of, 76. 

Munhidabad 

Crimes, increase in certain thanas, 
4,5. 

Distress in, 114, 185. 

Water-scarcity in, 49. 

Nadia 

Alleged canraasing in bye-eleetion from 
noo-Mabammadan oonstituency of, 
27 . 


NtMa-Hroaold.) 

Bhairab river, 183. 

Distress in, 114. 

Nandy, Maharai Kumar Brit Chandra 

Adjournment motion regarding famine 
relief operation in Murshidabad, 195. 

Berhamporo Medical Scluml, 46. 

('alcutta Police, Assistant Bub- 
Tnspectors of, 46. 

('nicutta PoIkh', remarks in a 
criminal appeal against certain 
officers of, 57. 

Mursbidabiid, distnvis in, 185. 

Murshidabad, increyat^ of crimes in 
certain tbanas of, 45. 

Murshidabad, water-scarcity in, 49. 

Nawapapar raportt 

Qut*stion8 based on, 123. 

Noahhali 

Telegraphic commuiiioutioii with the 
Sandwip iHlatid, 32. 

Obituary rafartnoat, 14. 

Fabna 

Baral river, 23. 

Cost of trnnKnuHsion of documents to 
Bogra from the record room of, 45. 

Judgf<ehtp combined with Bogra, 43. 

Pakraai, Satiah Chandra, Stata pritanar, 

48. 

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit 

Nadia (non-Muhammadan) Constitu- 
eiicy, nllegt*d convassing in the bye- 
election from, 27. 

Statutory (^im mission Committee, 
resolulion recommending formutioii 
of, 153. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Poona 

Yervada C’eiitral Prison in, 56. 

Prantioa, tha Han'bla Mr. W. D. R. 

Acliarya Homtsib Chandra, detenu, 
128. 

Bnnerjee, Kanjit Kumar, detenu, luU*, 
26. 

Bogra, cost of transmission of doru> 
ments to, 45. 

Bogra, quarters for Additional Bessions 
Jmige at, 44. 

Bf^ra, separate judgeship for, 43. 

Brabmanbaria, Chittaranjan Jatiya 
Fratbisthan, 139. 

Calcutta Police, Awisiant Sub- 
Inspectors of, 46. 
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FrtntiM, tiM Hon*blt Mr. W. D. 

(concld ,) — 

Calcutta Police, remarks in a criminal 
appeal against certain officers of, 
67. 

Chakrabariy, Satish Chandra, detenu, 
48 . 

Chaterjee, Jiban Lai, detenu, 62. 

C'baudhuri, Naresh Chandra, detenu, 

33 . 

Pacca, ministerial appointments in 
civil courts of, 37. 

Das, Jatindranath, detenu, 61. 

Das, Kiran Chandra, detenu, 126. 

Dattu, Hhupendra Kumar,^ detenu, 
129. 

Detenus, allowances after release of, 
128. 

Detenus, restrictions on certain 
released, 22. 

Eclipses, rule as to closing courts and 
offices for, 88. 

Firearms licences, 132. 

Howrah Civil Court Buildings, 185. 

Juvenile Court in Calcutta, 136. 

Khulna, injunctions to prevent cow- 
sacrifice in, during Bakr-Id, 31. 

Mukharji, Dhirendranath, detenu, 46. 

Mukharji, Kiran Chandra, detenu, 
133. 

Murshidabad, criminal activities in cer- 
tain thanas of, 45. 

Nadia (non-Muhammadan) Constitu- 
ency, alleged canvassing in the bye- 
election from, 27, 28, 29, 30. 

Pukrasi, Satish Chandra, State 
prisoner, 48. 

K<*n, Anurup, deUmu, lat«‘, oH. 

Sen, Narendra Nath, dettuiu, 58. I 

Sessions cases, trial by jury, 56. 

Typists land copyists of courts, 35. 

Yervada Jail, detenus and State 
prisoners in, 56. 

Fretidant 

Adjournment motion, if carried, dw*s ‘ 
not adjourn the Council, 215. 

Attention to the speaker, 189. 

Closure motion how to be decided, 

213. 

Criticism of the decision of, 63. 

Duty of, to see. that no member goes 
beyond his limits, 76. 

Eipun^ng of speeches, 167, 168. 

Membei^in-cbarge, presence of, when 
disouision is going oa, 148. ^ 


Frttidtnt (coneW.)— 

Member, to ask a, to go to his pri- 
vate chamber is a ^CASpnable 
demand, 168. 

Members not allowed to speak twice 
on one subject except under permis- 
sion of, 90. 

Power of Governor to extend time of 
scHHion in spite of previous contrary 
announcements, 186. 

Reasons for disallowing adjournment 
motion regarding famine conditions 
in Bengal, 17, 18. 

8tat<»ment regarding motions for ad- 
journment relating to famine con- 
ditions in Bengal, 107. 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
announcement as to nominations and 
elections, 221. 

Frorogation, 221. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
amendments withdrawn, 173. 

Rahman, Mauivi Shamaur- 

Khulna, injunctions to pn‘veiit (•»»«■- 
sacrifice in, during Bakr-Id, 30. 

Rajfhahi 

Baral river, 23. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar 

Das, Jatindranatli, detenu, 61. 

Datta, Bhupendra Kumar, detenu, 129. 
Mukharji, Dhirendranath, detenu, 46. 

Ray, Kthaunish Chandra, Maharaja 
Bahadur, of Nadia 

Death reference of, 14. 

Ray, S^Jut Radha Gobinda 

Adjournment motion regarding famine 
relief operations in Vishnupur and 
Bankura, 199. 

Raport(a) 

Karatoya river, enquiry as to opening, 
at its junction with Kata Khali, 138. 
Mr. Vincent’s Famine, of 1897, 125^ 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
resolution recommending formation 
of, 162. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Expunging speeches, authority for, 

168. 
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Hty, Mr. Khran 8anltir 

,| 0 hakrabaii 7 , Satish Chandra, detenu, 

47. 

Chaterjee, Jiban Lai, detenu, 63. 

Tenrada Jail, detenus and State 
prisoners in, 66. 

SaehMi Mr. F. A. 

Adjournment motion regarding famine 
relief operations, 202. 

Santfwip 

Telegraphic communication with the 

mainland of Noakhali, 32. 

Sanyal, Babu Saohinilra Narayan 

Statutory Commission Committee, 

resolution recommending formation 
of, 157. 

Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Deva Protad 

Chairman, nominated, 16. 

Sarkar, Babu Nafiniranjan 

Statutory Commission Committee, 

amendment to post[>ono considera^ 
tion of resolution sine die, 69. 

Barker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan 

Dacca, ministerial appointments in 
civil courts of, 37. 

Satkhira 

Famine area in, 125. 

Secretary 

C/omplaint about calling questions, 140. 

Sen, Anurup, detenu late, 5B. 

Sen, Narendra Nath, detenu, 57. 

Sen, Srijut Nagendra Nath 

Adjournment motion regarding inade* 
quacy of famine relief measures in 
Khulna, 193. 

Hhairab schemes, 18il. 

('losing of courts and offices of district 
magistrate of Bogra, 118. 

Kclipses, rule as to closing courts and 
offices for, 38. 

Forest produce, license fees for, 24. 

Khulna, distress in, 110. 

Khulna, famine area in, 125. 

Khulna rural water-supply scheme, 20. 

Sunder ban Forests, permits to cut 
fuel and golepata in, 19. 

San Qiipta« Mr. J. M. 

Banerjee, Ranjit Kumar, detenu late, 
27. 

Statutory Commission Ccnnmittee, 
resolution recommending formation 
of, 165. 

Supplementary questions, complaint 
about reasonable time between two 
questions, 130. 

B. O. B. 


tS 

Juries’ yerdiot in, 56. 

Spaaobat, axpunsMs of, 73, 186. 

Sp aaoh ti axpianaad, 166. 

Staplaton, Mr. H. E. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Statutory Commitaion 

Amendments to postpone oonsidera* 
tiun of reMulutiuii rerominemiiiig the 
appointment of a committee to 
assist, lost, 170. 

Committee, (Xiiistitutioii of, 216. 
Committee to assist, 65. 

Besolutiun as to constitution, carried, 

221 . 

Sub-lnspaotort of SohooN, 119. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Statutory (Jommission Committee, 
ainoiidmeuts to resolution recom- 
mending, 175. 

Stifidorban Forasto 

Fuel and golepata, permits to cut, 19. 

Supplatnontary Quottiont 

Bar to further, when the next ques- 
tion is called, 113. 

iWsonable time between two ques- 
tions, LK). 

Tangail 

Aitiah Forests in, 117. 

Thomas, Mr. W. H. 

Sworn in, 13. • 

Travaro, Mr. W. L. 

(Uinirmaii, nominaUMl, 10. 

Typitto and Copyitto of Courts, 36. 
Vishnupur 

(Cottage indiiHtries in, 201. 

Vizagapatam 

Detenus at, 133. 

Voting 

(Closure motion, on, 214. 

Motion tliat resolution recommending 
appointment of Statutory Commis- 
sion Oimmitioe be postponed sine die, 
169. 

Resolution recommending formation 
of committee to assist, on, 181. 
Watordiyaointh, 108. 

Watoroupplyi rural, Khulna, 20. 
Wataroupply, rural 
Loan policy for, 49. 

Wiilooofcs, Sir WiHiaiR 
Irrigation (ancient) of Bengal, 129. 
Yarvada dali ^ 

Detenus and State prisoners in, 56. 







